


Pima County’s Multi-Species Conservation Plan: 
 

Good for Conservation – Well Duh! ....... Good for Development – WHAT!? 

                  
   www.pima.gov/mscp www.pima.gov/mscp 
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The Beginning 

1997 

Maintain balance between healthy economy and protection of natural & cultural heritage  

1998 

1999 
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Section 9 makes it illegal for any individual or any entity to "take" any species 

protected under the ESA without authorization from the Service 

Section 7 requires all federal agencies to consult with the Service when 

undertaking any activity that may impact a listed species 

Section 10 provides a way to comply with the ESA for projects that do not need 

a federal permit or have a federal permit that only applies to a portion of the 

project. 

Endangered Species Act Overview: 

harm   *   harass   *   kill   *   disturb   *   remove habitat     

ACOE Section 404 Clean Water Act permits 

Avoid/Minimize/Mitigate Impacts  *  Assured Funding  *  Perpetual Monitoring & Management 
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Compliance without §10 Permit : 

Compliance with §10 Permit:    

 

Removes uncertainty 

 

Provides stability 
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• 2003:  Steering Committee direction and 1st draft 

MSCP 

 

• 2004:  Bond election 

 

• 2012-2013:  Public comment on 7th draft 

  

• 2016:  FWS issues §10 permit 

Milestones: 



• Up to 36,000 acres of impacts in the 

permit area (orange & green) over 30 

yrs. 

 

• County projects & certain private activities 

in the permit area (orange) 

 

• Impacts to 44 species, including 9 listed 

spp. 

 

• Ranches to be used as mitigation: 15 

(green) 
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What does the §10 Permit cover?: 
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What does the §10 Permit do?: 

Development gets to move forward 

without species conflict 

 

Open space amenities that support 

recreation & sense of place 
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What does the §10 Permit do?: 

Development gets to move forward 

without species conflict 

 

Open space amenities that support 

recreation & sense of place 

Species get large blocks of inter-

connected habitats 

 

Functional ecosystems & intact 

movement corridors  
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Important Precedents: 

Coverage for Private Development is 

voluntary and requires little to no $ 

Using MSCP mitigation to streamline  

404 permit endangered species compliance 

• 16 NWP 

• 2 RGP 

Broad-based financial support &  

frontloaded mitigation 

Process    

Update local 

regulations, buy 

land    

Prepare local plan for cultural 

and natural resources, and 

future land uses    
Build MSCP around 

local plan    

~200,000 ac for Mitigation 

Site Analysis  *  Riparian Ord.   

       ESRD  *  Sewer Policy 
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Conserving Development: 

Abbreviated process - No waiting for individual, project-specific consultations w/FWS 

Developed & implemented locally - Responsive to what community requested 

        Flexibility   

County responsible for mitigation in perpetuity - No burden to find/buy land 

                No management or monitoring       

Certainty & predictability - Rules don’t change  

          Guarantee no ‘take’ of MSCP species 

Low to No Cost - Individual lots:  $0 

          Subdivision/Non-Residential:   No more than $3,170/project               

Combined federal processes  - 404 permits take less time 
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Coverage Available for: 

• Development on privately owned, individual lots w/grading > 14,000 sq. ft. 

• Development of subdivisions & non-residential facilities 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

•  First come, first serve 

• 31,000 acres  

•  Runs with the land 

•  Only for private development in un-incorporated Pima County 

Certificate of Coverage Program: 



No 

Privately-owned, Individual Lot  (Opt-Out) 
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Application for DSD Building Permit  
& 

Grading > 14,000 sq.ft. 
 



Application for DSD  
Site Construction Permit 

Q: Want Section 10 
Coverage? 

Q: NOS  
Set-Asides? Yes 

Certificate of   
Coverage Application & 
Fee 

 
No 

Certificate  
of  

Coverage 
 

No 

1.  Protect Set-aside in Perpetuity 

 2.  Compliance Monitoring Fee 

 

Yes 
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Subdivisions & Non-residential Developments  (Opt-In) 
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What’s Next: 

August  

 Launch Section 10 Private Land Webpage 

  (www.pima/S10  PrivateLand)  

September / October  

 Implementing Agreement 

 

 Fee Ordinance re: Subdivision/Non-residential Coverage 

 

 Restrictive Covenants for County mitigation land 

January 2017 

 Launch Certificate of Coverage Program 

 

 Certificate of Coverage map  
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Sherry Ruther - 520/724.6762  

sherry.ruther@pima.gov   

Jenny Neeley - 520/724.9487  

jenny.neeley@pima.gov  
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