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Application of Criteria for Pima County Bond Project Proposals 

 

Directions:  The Pima County Bond Advisory Committee adopted criteria for project inclusion.  
For each resubmitted and new bond project proposal, please answer how the project meets the 
criteria below.  If certain criteria do not apply to the project, please answer not applicable.  The 
total response for each project should be no longer than two pages in Arial size 11 font.  Please 
do not submit exhibits or attachments.  The completed form should be e-mailed to 
Deseret.Romero@pima.gov on or before July 15, 2013.   

 

Project Name: Sunshine Mile Modernist Corridor 

 

1.  Broad Demonstrated Support by Public:  Broadway Boulevard reflects modernist 
architecture that expresses what was the new American optimism and post-World War II 
economic boom that was changing the nation.  Like many cities, Tucson was growing 
rapidly. In 1940, the population was 35,000 - by 1960, it had soared to 212,000.    

Broadway became an important suburban corridor with modern structures built along its 
edge to support new neighborhoods that originally saw the Corridor as the destination it 
can become once again. Broadway was a reflection of the American Dream. An upscale 
shopping district emerged with new stores to meet the new demands of the new 
economy. Furniture, lighting, photographic equipment, shoes, clothes and cars were just 
some of the businesses along Broadway.  

Glass storefronts, geometric designs, new materials and evocative signage combined to 
create a vision of Tucson as a modern metropolis. In 1953, a contest was sponsored by 
the East Broadway Merchants to name the commercial strip between Campbell and 
Country Club.  Over 5000 ideas were submitted and the winning entry was “The 
Sunshine Mile.” 

In 2012 the Tucson Historic Preservation Foundation launched Tucson Modernism 
Week, a multi-day celebration of the period and Tucson’s most historically significant 
modern district. Thousands of Pima county citizens attended.  The events and 
educational programs focused on the cultural and architectural significance of Broadway. 
In November 2012 the Arizona Preservation Foundation identified a segment of 
Broadway, from Euclid to Country Club, to its list of our state’s most endangered historic 
places. The same month the Broadway merchants officially re-launched the “Sunshine 
Mile.”  Private, public and non-profit-sector partners have participated in the various 
events and activities along the street.  Clearly there is broad-based support for 
preserving and revitalizing this corridor.  In early 2013 the neighborhoods along 
Broadway came together to finically underwrite a National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination for the corridor.  Listing in the National Register is anticipated in spring 2014.  

2. Has Regional Public Benefit:  This central corridor is the gateway to downtown Tucson, 
serves employees and students at the University of Arizona and, with revitalization, will 
regain its original identity as a regional destination.  This is the most important collection 
of Mid-Century Modern commercial buildings in Tucson and the Southern Arizona 
region.  Collectively the revitalization of this corridor will cultivate small businesses, 
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expand the city’s tax base, enhance the appearance of the district, facilitate multi-model 
forms of transportation and encourage heritage tourism while celebrating our historic 
resources. 

3. Partnerships:   Numerous organizations have come together as advocates to support 
this corridor.  They include: Tucson Modernism Week, Sunshine Mile Association, The 
Broadway Coalition, Tucson Historic Preservation Foundation, Sam Hughes 
Neighborhood Association, El Encanto Neighborhood Association, Broadmoor/Broadway 
Village Neighborhood Association, and Rincon Heights Neighborhood Association.  In 
addition to these partners, other Tucson businesses, Pima Community College and 
Chase Bank supported and/or partnered on events and programs to encourage re-
investment into the corridor.  The Tucson City Council has unanimously voted to 
encourage the preservation of these structures as the RTA corridor design is finalized. 

4. Other Funding Sources or Matches:  none at this time.  

5. Education and Workforce Training:  Many of these structures hold the potential for 
adaptive reuse as incubator spaces for new and novel small business, arts and culture 
storefronts. These uses will facilitate workforce training and development as the spaces 
are revitalized through capital investment in the form of façade and tenant improvements 
consistent with the new uses. 

 6. Advances Board Adopted Principles of Sustainability and Conservation:  The renovation 
and re-use of the many small business storefronts along the Sunshine Mile is the most 
sustainable option for our city. Buildings of this era were built to last with materials and 
workmanship that cannot be matched with today’s dollar and are ideal small business 
incubator spaces with their individually unique storefronts.  Most require only minor 
improvements, such as replacing storefront glass and updating mechanical systems, to 
become more energy efficient.  Re-establishing former, as well as creating new, 
pedestrian and bike paths from the adjacent neighborhoods will enhance both the 
commercial district and the neighborhoods, making this area an integrated and desirable 
urban district.  

7. Previously Authorized Large-scale Bond Projects or Programs  that are Now Short of 
Funding:  none 

8. Phasing of Large Projects: Can serve to inform design and function of RTA Broadway            
corridor project. 

9. Impact on Operating and Maintenance Costs for Governments and Commitment to Fund 
These Ongoing Costs:  No direct long-term or maintenance costs for governments are 
anticipated for this project.  

10. Project or Program is a Capital Improvement, Not a Repair or Maintenance Project: The 
program project contemplates the capital improvement of a collection of important 
mid-century modern commercial buildings resulting in the economic transformation of an 
important community corridor and local business district.   

 


