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Application of Criteria for Pima County Bond Project Proposals 

 

Directions:  The Pima County Bond Advisory Committee adopted criteria for project inclusion.  
For each resubmitted and new bond project proposal, please answer how the project meets the 
criteria below.  If certain criteria do not apply to the project, please answer not applicable.  The 
total response for each project should be no longer than two pages in Arial size 11 font.  Please 
do not submit exhibits or attachments.  The completed form should be e-mailed to 
Deseret.Romero@pima.gov on or before July 15, 2013.   

 
Project Name: Forensic Science Center 

 
1. Broad Demonstrated Support by Public: Although facilities such as this are generally out of 

the public eye, the impact of the Pima County FSC on not only the local but regional and 
even national level is far reaching and as demonstrated below, has the wide support of local 
and regional law enforcement, healthcare, educational and emergency planning 
communities. 
 

2. Has Regional Public Benefit: The FSC is a regional facility providing Autopsy and death 
investigation services to Pima and surrounding counties. The facility is located on the Kino 
Health Campus just south of the Abrams Public Health Building. The existing buildings are 
aging and are undersized for the workload. The current cold storage units are nearing their 
life expectancy and require frequent maintenance to meet operational needs. Given the 
condition and capacity issues with the existing facility, an expanded, modern and efficient 
FSC would allow staff to effectively prosecute the work load. Due to the proximity to the 
United States/Mexico border, and funneling of illegal migration into the US through Pima 
County the FSC has become the repository for the remains of people who die in the desert 
while crossing the into the U.S. 

The FSC also plays in important role in regional mass fatality planning as the Pima County 
FSC is the appointed Medical Examiner for Cochise and Santa Cruz Counties and would 
provide support for mass fatalities occurring in Pinal, Yuma, Gila, Graham, Greenlee and La 
Paz Counties.  The FSC partners with those counties in developing their respective mass 
fatality plans.  Additional regional public health benefits include monitoring for emerging 
infectious diseases and trends in cause of death that may require a public health response. 
 

3. Partnerships: The FSC partners with 10 other counties to provide death investigation, death 
certification, public health monitoring, mass fatality planning and support, child death review, 
criminal and civil litigation support and consultation, and training to law enforcement.  
Additionally, these partnerships provide significant revenue (>50% of operation budget in 
FY12/13) for Pima County.  The current FSC physical plant is not adequately meeting these 
regional needs and needs to be expanded both for current operations and future projected 
operations.  

 
4. Other Funding Sources or Matches:   

Not Applicable 
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5. Education and Workforce Training:  FSC pathologist, anthropologists and investigative staff 
provide frequent training and education to various groups and organizations.  Pima County 
Forensic Pathologists, Clinical Assistant Professors of Pathology, at the University of 
Arizona, School of Medicine, train Pathology residents and Medical Students both at the 
School of Medicine and through rotations and internships at the FSC.  Residents and 
Students are currently scheduled for rotations at the FSC every month of FY13/14 and more 
will likely be added over the coming year.  The FSC is a ‘hub’ for Forensic Anthropology 
research and training in the United States.  Due to the arid environment, proximity to the 
United States/Mexico border, the FSC maintains the largest database of Southwest 
Hispanic skeletal remains in the United States which generates this considerable Forensic 
Anthropology interest, research and publications.  The only Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
Forensic Anthropology currently offered in the United States began in 2012 at the FSC and 
our second Postdoctoral Fellow begins July 1, FY13/14.  Our Medicolegal Death 
Investigators lecture at the Pima County Sheriff’s Academy for new deputies and regularly 
speak at more remote or out-of-county law enforcement and first responder trainings. 

 
6. Advances Board Adopted Principles of Sustainability and Conservation:  As a new capital 

project the FSC would be built to a minimum of LEED silver standards.  The project would 
utilize portions of existing facilities and create a more energy efficient and sustainable 
building. The project would be located on County property so no land cost would apply to 
the project. 

 
7. Previously Authorized Large-scale Bond Projects or Programs  that are Now Short of 

Funding:   

Not Applicable 
 
8. Phasing of Large Projects:  The project would be built during a single construction process 

but would be phased to allow the continuous operation of the FSC throughout construction. 

 
9. Impact on Operating and Maintenance Costs for Governments and Commitment to Fund 

These Ongoing Costs:  Because the facility is aging a new energy efficient and sustainable 
facility would help reduce long term overall legacy cost. 

 
10. Project or Program is a Capital Improvement, Not a Repair or Maintenance Project:  Project 

would be a new capital improvement but would utilize and repurpose existing structures and 
buildings. 


