
 

 

August 21, 2015 
 
 
Chairperson Jenny Neeley 
Pima County Planning & Zoning Commission 
Tucson, Arizona 85701  
 
Subject: Co7-15-01 Magee Como Development Association N. La Cholla Blvd. Plan 

Amendment 
  
 
Chairperson Jenny Neeley & Fellow Planning & Zoning Commissioners:  
 
As representative of a property owner, Ira Yates, at 7801 North La Cholla Boulevard, we are 
writing to express our concerns regarding the proposed plan amendment. Ira Yates, owns 
approximately 12 acres located directly north of the plan amendment property. The Yates parcel 
consists of one single family residential homesite, one accessory structure, restricted access to 
Como Drive and legal access by easement to La Cholla Blvd bordering the southern edge of the 
Sonoran Terrace Apartments. Our concern is that over the past several years, this 12-acre 
property has been surrounded by higher density development and landlocked for future 
development that is compatible with the surrounding land uses (See Exhibit A). The following 
developments contributed to the elimination of access:  
 

 Legal access from La Cholla Boulevard was diminished by the Magee/La Cholla 
Boulevard intersection improvements (See Exhibit A). Emergency and service vehicle 
access has been significantly impaired as a result. 

 Sonoran Terrace apartments were built to the north and east of the Yates Parcel without 
cross access agreements to La Cholla Boulevard. 

 Magee Center Development Plan (Bk. 56, Pg. 94) located directly south of the site was 
approved in 2003 with access to La Cholla Boulevard. (See Exhibit B) However, the 
recent improvements made to Magee Road eliminated this access due to the distance 
requirements from the new intersection at La Cholla Boulevard and Magee Road.  

 A 10-foot strip of land was retained by Tucson National Development along Como Drive 
adjacent to the Yates parcel (see Exhibit A & C) to the west. Access is permitted for the 
current single family residential use but may not permit any access for future 
development that is more compatible with the development surrounding the Yates 
parcel. 

 
Furthermore, as shown on the Exhibit A, the surrounding land uses consist of high density 
apartments to the north and east, single family residential to the west and townhomes and office 
to the south. If the Magee Como Development Association plan amendment proposal is 
approved, the large lot single family residential will be even less compatible with the area and 
bordered by higher intensity retail, office, hotel and restaurant development.  
 
The Yates Family has been involved in the Magee Road/Cortaro Farms Road Improvement 
Project since 2007.  Communications with the Magee Road Improvement Citizen Advisory 
Committee and County Transportation staff initially indicated that the legal La Cholla access 
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would be eliminated and alternative access would be provided to Yates as part of the 
realignment project, which failed to occur.  
 
More recently, the Magee Como Development Association approached Mr. Yates regarding his 
access concerns and sold him an access easement to supplement his legal access off of La 
Cholla Boulevard that was significantly diminished by the Magee/La Cholla improvements. 
Exhibit D is the recorded access easement identifying two 12-foot unimpeded drive lanes from 
the south boundary of the Yates Parcel through the plan amendment property to Magee Road. 
The recorded document reserves the right for Ira Yates to install the easement improvements in 
advance of any future development of the Magee Center.   
 
As part of this plan amendment approval, we ask that you consider our concerns and help to 
secure access for this landlocked parcel with a policy and/or condition requiring this access 
agreement be included in the development plans for the property. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
THE PLANNING CENTER 
 
 

 
 
Linda Morales, AICP 
Principal 
 
cc: Ira Yates 
 
Enclosures 
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