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May 23, 2016 

 

 

Chairwoman Jenny Neeley 
Pima County Planning & Zoning Commission 
130 W. Congress St. 
Tucson, AZ  85701 
 
RE: Comprehensive Plan Terms & Procedures  
 
Dear Chairwoman Neeley, 
 
The Southern Arizona Home Builders Association supports the proposed zoning 
code changes currently under your consideration.  The building industry 
participated extensively in the Comprehensive Plan update process and believe 
the proposed changes are consistent with Pima Prospers.    
 
Establishing a second submittal window for non-major plan amendments, 
changing the definition of a “Major” plan amendment from 500 acres to 640 
acres, and eliminating a study session on plan amendments with a small number 
of requests will improve the amendment process.  These proposed changes 
would add additional efficiencies and flexibility to the development process in 
Pima County at a time when housing starts remain considerably flat, and the 
County has lost market share with respect to new home construction.   
 

We appreciate staff’s outreach to the building industry on these proposed 
changes.  Additionally, the industry would encourage the Planning & Zoning 
Commission to consider directing staff to bring forward zoning code changes 
allowing more combined comprehensive plan rezonings and zoning modifications 
to include changes to site analysis requirements.  These process improvements 
will further improve efficiencies for both staff and the development community 
and further the goals of Pima Prospers.   
 
We look forward to continuing to work with staff to amend the Pima County 
development process to better meet the needs of the County and private 
development. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Shawn Cote 
SAHBA Government Affairs Associate 
 


