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Attachment 1   Comparison of CLS definitions           September 18, 2015  

**Language from 2001 Plan definitions shown in BOLD was placed in the Background or Policy sections of Pima Prospers  

CLS term 2001 Plan (as amended in 2005) Pima Prospers as adopted Proposed change to Pima Prospers 
Agricultural In-Holdings 
within the Conservation 
Lands System 

This designation denotes those lands 
utilized for agricultural purposes and 
lands where agricultural uses have 
been abandoned.  Agricultural land 
uses, in general, are more conducive 
to the movement of native fauna and 
functional pollination processes than 
other lands supporting higher 
intensity uses.  Intensifying the land 
uses on these areas could 
compromise landscape integrity, 
promote the spread of exotic 
species, and otherwise compromise 
the biodiversity of adjacent or 
nearby Conservation Lands System 
lands. 

Definition is missing Those designated lands utilized for 
agricultural purposes and lands 
where agricultural uses have been 
abandoned.  Agricultural land uses, in 
general, are more conducive to the 
movement of native fauna and 
functional pollination processes than 
other lands supporting higher 
intensity uses.  Intensifying the land 
uses on these areas could 
compromise landscape integrity, 
promote the spread of exotic species, 
and otherwise compromise the 
biodiversity of adjacent or nearby 
Conservation Lands System lands. 

Biological Core 
Management Areas 

This category identifies lands that 
fulfill the five tenets used to 
construct the CLS, and which provide 
greater biological diversity than 
Multiple Use Management Areas. 
These areas are primarily 
distinguished from other lands 
within the CLS by their potential to 
support high value habitat for five or 
more priority vulnerable species as 
identified by the SDCP. 

Those areas that have high 
biological value. They support large 
populations of vulnerable species, 
connect large blocks of contiguous 
habitat and biological reserves, and 
support high value potential habitat 
for five or more priority vulnerable 
wildlife species. 

Those lands that fulfill the five tenets 
used to construct the Conservation 
Lands System (CLS), but which 
provide greater biological diversity 
than Multiple Use Management 
Areas. They are primarily 
distinguished from other lands within 
the CLS by their potential to support 
high value habitat for five or more 
priority vulnerable species as 
identified by the Sonoran Desert 
Conservation Plan. 
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CLS term 2001 Plan (as amended in 2005) Pima Prospers as adopted Proposed change to Pima Prospers 
Critical Landscape 
Connections 

These are broadly defined areas that 
provide connectivity for movement 
of native biological resources but 
which also contain potential or 
existing barriers that tend to isolate 
major conservation areas.  
Specifically, these regional-scale 
connections are located: 
(1) Across the I-10 / Santa Cruz 
River corridors in the northwest;  
(2) Between the Catalina and 
Tortolita Mountains;  
(3) Across the I-10 corridor 
along Cienega Creek in the east;  
(4) Across the I-19 and Santa 
Cruz River corridors in southern Pima 
County;  
(5) Across the Garcia strip 
extension of the Tohono O'odham 
Nation; and  
(6) Across the Central Arizona 
Project canal in Avra Valley.   
**Roads, other infrastructure 
services, and residential and 
commercial land uses within these 
areas, depending on configuration, 
can result in habitat loss and 
fragmentation that inhibits the 
movement of native fauna and 
interrupts the pollination processes 
of native flora. (section moved to 
Appendix A, Section 3.4, pg A3.33   
in adopted Pima Prospers) 

Six broadly-defined areas where 
biological connectivity is significantly 
compromised, but where 
opportunity to preserve or 
otherwise improve the movement of 
wildlife between major conservation 
areas and/or mountain ranges still 
persists. 

Six broadly-defined areas that 
provide connectivity for movement 
of native biological resources but 
which also contain potential or 
existing barriers that tend to isolate 
major conservation areas.  These 
regional-scale connections are: 

(1) Across the I-10 / Santa 
Cruz River corridors in 
the northwest;  

(2) Between the Catalina and 
Tortolita Mountains;  

(3) Across the I-10 corridor 
along Cienega Creek in 
the east;  

(4) Across the I-19 and Santa 
Cruz River corridors in 
southern Pima County;  

(5) Across the Garcia strip 
extension of the Tohono 
O'odham Nation; and  

(6) Across the Central 
Arizona Project canal in 
Avra Valley.   
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CLS term 2001 Plan (as amended in 2005) Pima Prospers as adopted Proposed change to Pima Prospers 
Important Riparian 
Areas 

These areas are characterized by 
hydro-riparian, meso-riparian and 
xero-riparian biological communities.  
Hydro-riparian communities 
generally exist in areas where 
vegetation is supported by perennial 
watercourses or springs.  Meso-
riparian communities generally exist 
in areas where vegetation is 
supported by perennial or 
intermittent watercourses or shallow 
groundwater.  Xero-riparian 
communities generally exist in areas 
where vegetation is supported by an 
ephemeral watercourse. 
 
Important riparian areas are valued 
for their higher water availability, 
vegetation density, and biological 
productivity.  In addition to the high                                           
inherent biological value of these 
water-related communities, 
important riparian areas including 
their associated upland areas 
provide a framework for linkages and 
landscape connections.  Important 
riparian areas are essential elements 
in the CLS. 

Critical elements of the Sonoran 
Desert where biological diversity is 
at its highest.  These areas are 
valued for their higher water 
availability, vegetation density, and 
biological productivity.  They are 
also the backbone in preserving 
landscape connectivity. 
 

Areas characterized by hydro-
riparian, meso-riparian, and xero-
riparian biological communities.  
Hydro-riparian communities 
generally exist where vegetation is 
supported by perennial watercourses 
or springs.  Meso-riparian 
communities generally exist where 
vegetation is supported by perennial 
or intermittent watercourses or 
shallow groundwater.  Xero-riparian 
communities generally exist where 
vegetation is supported by an 
ephemeral watercourse.   

 
 
Important riparian areas are valued 
for their higher water availability, 
vegetation density, and biological 
productivity.  In addition to the 
inherent biological values, important 
riparian areas including their 
associated upland areas provide a 
framework for linkages and 
landscape connections.  They are 
essential elements in the 
Conservation Lands System. 
 

Multiple Use 
Management Areas 

This category identifies those lands 
that fulfill the five tenets used to 
construct the CLS, but which are not 
as biologically rich as those lands 
designated as Biological Core 

Those areas where biological values 
are significant, but do not attain the 
level associated with Biological Core 
Management Areas.  They support 
populations of vulnerable species, 

Those lands that fulfill the five tenets 
used to construct the Conservation 
Lands System (CLS), but which are 
not as biologically rich as those lands 
designated as Biological Core 
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Management Areas. These areas are 
primarily distinguished from other 
lands within the CLS by their 
potential to support high value 
habitat for three or more priority 
vulnerable species as identified by 
the SDCP. 

connect large blocks of contiguous 
habitat and biological reserves, and 
support high value potential habitat 
for three or more priority vulnerable 
species. 

Management Areas. They are 
primarily distinguished from other 
lands within the CLS by their 
potential to support high value 
habitat for three or more priority 
vulnerable species as identified by 
the Sonoran Desert Conservation 
Plan. 

Scientific Research 
Areas 

This designation identifies lands 
currently managed for scientific 
research: the Santa Rita 
Experimental Range and the 
University of Arizona Desert 
Laboratory (at Tumamoc Hill).  Land 
uses and management within these 
areas focus on balancing 
conservation, restoration, and 
enhancement of natural 
communities in support of scientific 
research on the environment and 
natural resources (e.g., monitoring 
ecological change, measuring effects 
of experimental grazing methods). 

Definition is missing. These areas are currently managed 
for scientific research: the Santa Rita 
Experimental Range and the 
University of Arizona Desert 
Laboratory at Tumamoc Hill.  Land 
uses and management within these 
areas focus on balancing 
conservation, restoration, and 
enhancement of natural communities 
in support of scientific research on 
the environment and natural 
resources (e.g., monitoring ecological 
change, measuring effects of 
experimental grazing methods). 

Special Species 
Management Areas 

These are areas defined as crucial for 
the conservation of specific native 
floral and faunal species of special 
concern to Pima County.  Currently, 
three species are designated as 
Special Species: Cactus ferruginous 
pygmy-owl, Mexican spotted owl, 
and Southwest willow flycatcher. 
**Special Species and associated 
Conservation Guidelines may be 
added or deleted in the future 

Those areas that are crucial to the 
survival of three species of special 
concern to Pima County: the Cactus 
ferruginous pygmy-owl, Mexican 
spotted owl, and Southwest willow 
flycatcher. 

Areas defined as crucial to the 
conservation of specific native floral 
and faunal species of special concern 
to Pima County.  Currently, three 
species are designated as Special 
Species: Cactus ferruginous pygmy-
owl, Mexican spotted owl, and 
Southwest willow flycatcher. 
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based on the best available regional 
scientific information as developed 
by the Science technical Advisory 
Team and added or deleted from 
the Special Species Management 
Areas as shown on the CLS map. 
(section moved to Ch 3 – Use of 
Land; Section 3.4-Environmental 
Element; Policy 8.c. in Pima 
Prospers) 
**Such additions and/or deletions 
will be processed as a 
comprehensive plan amendment. 
(section moved to Ch 3 – Use of 
Land; Section 3.4-Environmental 
Element; Policy 8.d. in Pima 
Prospers)  
**Land use and management within 
these areas will focus on 
conservation, restoration, and 
enhancement of habitat for these 
species.  (section intent moved to 
Ch 3 – Use of Land; Section 3.4-
Environmental Element; Policy 8.a. 
in Pima Prospers)  

 

**Language from 2001 Plan definitions shown in BOLD was placed in the Background or Policy sections of Pima Prospers. 
















