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SPECIFIC CONDITIONS 

[References are to Title 17 of the Pima County Code [PCC] unless otherwise noted] 
 

Attachment 1 to ATO – Fugitive Dust Requirements 
 

In accordance with condition 199.f of the general permit, the provisions in this Attachment contains standards 
including reasonable precautions that apply to sources of fugitive dust or particulate matter, which due to a lack of 
an identifiable emission point or plume are classified as nonpoint sources. 
 
Emission Limitations and Standards [PCC 17.12.185.A.2] 
 
1. Motor Vehicle Operations [PCC 17.16.070] 
 

The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow, or permit a vacant lot, or an urban or suburban open area, to be 
driven over or used by motor vehicles, trucks, cars, cycles, bikes, or buggies, or by animals such as horses, 
without taking reasonable precautions to limit excessive amounts of particulates from becoming airborne.  
Dust shall be kept to a minimum by using an approved dust suppressant, or adhesive soil stabilizer, or by 
paving, or by barring access to the property, or by other acceptable means.  

 
2. Vacant Lots And Open Spaces [PCC 17.16.080] 
 

a. The Permittee shall not use or leave a vacant lot, housing plot, building site, parking area, sales lot, 
playground, livestock feedlot, or other open area - other than those used solely for soil-cultivation or 
vegetative crop-producing and harvesting agricultural purposes in such a state, after construction, 
alteration, clearing, leveling, or excavation that naturally induced wind blowing over the area causes a 
violation of conditions 17 or 18 of the permit. Dust emissions must be permanently suppressed by 
landscaping, covering with gravel or vegetation, paving, or applying equivalently effective controls. 

 
b. The Permittee shall not allow a vacant lot, parking area, sales lot, or other open urban area to be used by 

motor vehicles in such a manner that visible dust emissions induced by vehicular traffic on the area 
cause a violation of conditions 17 or 18 of this permit. 

 
3. Roads and Streets   [PCC 17.16.090] 
 

a. The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow or permit the use, repair, construction or reconstruction of a 
roadway or alley without taking reasonable precautions to prevent excessive amounts of particulate 
matter from becoming airborne.  Dust and other particulates shall be kept to a minimum by employing 
temporary paving, dust suppressants, wetting down, detouring or by other reasonable means.  

 
b. The Permittee shall not construct a new unpaved service road or unpaved haul road unless dust will be 

suppressed after construction by intermittently watering, limiting access, or applying chemical dust 
suppressants to the road, in such a way that visible dust emissions caused by vehicular traffic on the 
road do not violate conditions 10 or 11 of this permit. 

 
 c. The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow or permit transportation of materials likely to give rise to 

airborne dust without taking reasonable precautions, such as wetting, applying dust suppressants, or 
covering the load, to prevent particulate matter from becoming airborne.  Earth or other material that is 
deposited by trucking or earth moving equipment shall be removed from paved streets by the person 
responsible for such deposits.  

 
 d. The surfacing of roadways with asbestos tailings is prohibited. 
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4. Particulate Materials  [PCC 17.16.100] 
 
 a. The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow or permit crushing, screening, handling, transporting or 

conveying of materials or other operations likely to result in significant amounts of airborne dust 
without taking reasonable precautions, such as the use of spray bars, wetting agents, dust suppressants, 
covering the load, and hoods to prevent excessive amounts of particulate matter from becoming 
airborne. 

 
 b. Dust emissions from the transportation of materials shall be effectively controlled by covering stock 

loads in open-bodied trucks, limiting vehicular speeds, or other equivalently effective controls. 
 
5. Storage Piles    [PCC 17.16.110] 
 
 a. The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow, or permit organic or inorganic dust producing material to be 

stacked, piled or otherwise stored without taking reasonable precautions such as chemical stabilization, 
wetting, or covering to prevent excessive amounts of particulate matter from becoming airborne. 

 
 b. Stacking and reclaiming machinery utilized at storage piles shall be operated at all times with a 

minimum fall of material and in such manner, or with the use of spray bars and wetting agents, as to 
minimize and control to ensure compliance with conditions 10 and 11 of this permit. 

 
6. Off-road, Roadway, and Site Cleaning Machinery [PCC 17.16.450 & 470] 
 
 a. The Permittee shall not cause, allow or permit to be emitted into the atmosphere from any off-road, 

roadway, and site cleaning machinery smoke or dust for any period greater than 10 consecutive seconds, 
the opacity of which exceeds forty percent.  Visible emissions when starting cold equipment shall be 
exempt from this requirement for the first 10 minutes. 

 
 b. In addition to complying with condition 6.a above, the Permittee shall not cause, allow or permit the 

cleaning of any site, roadway, or alley without taking reasonable precautions to prevent particulate 
matter from becoming airborne.  Reasonable precautions may include applying dust suppressants.  Earth 
or other material shall be removed from paved streets onto which earth or other material has been 
transported by trucking, earthmoving equipment, erosion by water, or by other means. 

 
 
Compliance Determination  [PCC 17.12.185.A.3, 4 & 5] 
 
7. Fugitive Dust Controls  
 
 a. The Permittee shall maintain a fugitive dust activity log and record the following: 
 

 i. Dates on which controls or reasonable precautions are taken to comply with the standards in 
conditions 1 through 6 and the type of control measures that were employed. 

 
 ii. In accordance with condition 21 of the general permit, the Permittee shall document any 

investigation or corrective action taken to comply with the standards and reasonable precautions in 
this Section. 

 
b. The Permittee shall maintain records of any discussions with PDEQ regarding the need for additional 

reasonably necessary and feasible precautions for dust control, and a list summarizing any agreed upon 
additional dust control requirements. 
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Additional Applicable Requirements 
 

Pima County Code Title 17, Chapter 17.16 – Emission Limiting Standards 
 
Article III – Emissions from Existing and New Nonpoint Sources 
 
17.16.055 General 
17.16.070 Fugitive dust emissions standards for motor vehicle operation 
17.16.080 Vacant lots and open spaces 
17.16.090 Roads and streets 
17.16.100 Particulate materials 
17.16.110 Storage piles 
17.16.450 Off-road machinery 

 


