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August 1,2013

Supervisor Richard Elias
11th Floor, Admin. Bldg
130 West Congress
Tucson AZ 85701-1317

Greetings Supervisor Richard Elias,

I am writing to update you on the documentary film project in partnership with Stories that
Soar! and AZ State Schools for the Deaf and Blind. As you are familiar, this iteration of the
project started in 2012 with support from a PLACE Initiative grant from Tucson Pima Arts
Council designed to increase cross-cultural understanding between the general population
and deaf and blind cultures. The film follows the process of building a professional theatre
production based on stories written by ASDB students and then honoring those stories and
the young authors in a subsequent live show intended for audiences of all abilities.

As we began to think about the reality of making the film fully accessible to both deaf and
blind viewers, as well as finding a theatre that could properly accommodate people of all
abilities, we began to talk to people working in the field of disability justice. Ultimately we
realized that what we were actually involved in was part of a civil rights issue that was
happening quietly right under our very noses. We then saw the potential to use our film to
bring these topics forward and increase awareness within our community and beyond.

Although the core of the film is in place, we are committed to gathering and editing new
footage of interviews in order to contextualize this story so that it speaks to the larger
issues of justice and equality for people with physical and/or sensory limitations. We also
need resources for closed captioning and audio description services so the people the film
depict can access it without obstacle.

We are reaching out to you today for a contribution of $1,000 to help finish this project that
we feel has the potential to make Pima County an even more equitable place for all.

Each day I am grateful for the journey we have traveled together thus far, you as the
visionary and STS! as the storyteller. Thank you for caring for ALL the people of our
community.

Respectfully,
oy

aron O’Brien
Stories that Soar! Artistic Director




VQUCHER #

CLAIM AGAINST PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA

(1) Contract #(s):

(4) Literacy Connects/Stories That Soar

(5) TIN:

(2) Period Covered:

(6) ADDRESS: 2850 E. Speedway Boulevard, Tucson, Arizona 85716

(3) CONTRACT ON FILE: (7) MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: Please call Angie @8711 when check is ready for pick up.
FINANCE DEPT
USE ONLY
8) 6] (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) 15) (16) 17) (18)
INVOICE PROJECT UT. 1099 INVOICE
LINE AMOUNT | INVOICE NUMBER | INVOICE DATE | FUND | ACCT.NO. | CENTER FUND PROJECT CODE | CODE CODE GROSS AMOUNT
$1000.00 08/12/13 1000 | 5315 1100106 $1000.00
(19) FOR FINANCE DEPARTMENT USE ONLY DIRECT PAYMENTS COUNTY DEPARTMENT CERTIFICATION:

AUDITED

BY

APPROVEDBY

VENDOR #

FACTOR #

DUE DATE

(21) DESCRIPTION: contribution for Stories
that Soar film project

(20) PURCHASING DEPARTMENT APPROVAL:

(22) DATE(S) COVERED:

08/16/2013

I have examined this demand; expenditure is for a valid public purpose and funds have been
appropriated or are otherwise available for payment of this demand; and if the funds are from a
Federal grant, contract or source, this demand is allowable under the terms of such grant,
confract or source; and payment of the amount claimed is hereby approved.

APPROVED BY DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR/DESIGNATED AUTHORITY:




