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Database Search 

As part of the W 
atershed Study, an assessment of HTRW sources and sites was conducted for the study area.  
The assessment began with identification of environmental agency information sources for 
obtaining HTRW related data. The resultant list of sources is provided as Table 1. 
 
 

Table 1 - Environmental Agency Information Lists 
Contact Name and Telephone 
Number Agency and Address Information Available 

Federal Agencies 

Environmental Protection Agency Http://www.epa.gov/enviro/html/ 
Multisystem.html 

A multiple query system of RCRA, 
CERCLA, Air and Water Discharge Permits 
with mapped sites (can be performed by 
watershed) (GIS) 

Environmental Protection Agency Http://www.epa.gov/enviro/html/ 
Cerclis 

CERCLA List:  
Superfund Query** (includes National 
Priorities List, CERCLIS) 

Environmental Protection Agency Http://www.epa.gov/envrio/html/ 
Rcris_query.html 

RCRA List: 
RCRIS Query** (Includes Treatment, 
Storage, Disposal, Small Quantity 
Generators, Transporters) 

Environmental Protection Agency Http://www.epa.gov/envrio/html/airs/a
irs_query.html Air Releases 

Environmental Protection Agency Http://www.epa.gov/envrio/html/ 
PCs/pcs_query.html Water Discharge Permit Query 

Environmental Protection Agency 
1-800-535-0202 Http://www.epa.gov/ Possible links to Emergency Response 

Notification System (ERNS)** 

State Agencies 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality Http://www.adeq.state.az.us/ “Municipal Solid Waste Landfill List” (Active 

Landfills- Statewide) 
Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

Arizona Superfund and WQARF priorities 
registry list 
Downloadable from web site 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 
http://www.adeq.state.az.us/ 

“LUST List”** 
Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 
(Statewide) 
Downloadable from web site 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

“UST List”** 
Underground Storage Tank List 
Downloadable from web site 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

“Directory of Active and Inactive Solid 
Waste Landfills” ** (Statewide)  
Downloadable from web site 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

“Directory of Closed Solid Waste Facilities” 
 
Downloadable from web site 
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Table 1 - Environmental Agency Information Lists 
Contact Name and Telephone 
Number Agency and Address Information Available 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

RCRA Compliance Log 
 
 
Cost: $2.00 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

RCRA Data Base 
Sorted by State, ID, Name 
 
Cost: $15.00 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

Wastewater and Reuse Facilities with and 
without Permits 
 
Cost: $2.00 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: 1-800-234-5677  
Ext: 2022 

Information Desk 101 
3303 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ   85012 

Water Quality Compliance Section Permits 
List.  Reuse, WWTP, Mining, Industrial and 
NPDES. 
Federal and State Permits List 
Cost: $3.00 

Local Agencies 

Pima Association of Governments 
Phone: (520) 792-1093 
http://www.pagnet.org 

177 N. Church Avenue  
suite 405 
Tucson, AZ   85701 

“Landfills along the Santa Cruz River in 
Tucson and Avra Valley, Arizona” (1995) 
Cost:  $5.00 

Pima Association of Governments 
Phone: (520) 792-1093 
 

177 N. Church Avenue  
suite 405 
Tucson, AZ   85701 

“Landfills and Waste Disposal Sites along 
the Lower Santa Cruz River” (1995) 
Cost:  $5.00 

Pima Association of Governments 
Phone: (520) 792-1093 
 

177 N. Church Avenue  
suite 405 
Tucson, AZ   85701 

“Landfills and Waste Disposal Sites along 
the Upper Santa Cruz River” (1995) 
Cost:  $5.00 

Pima Association of Governments 
Phone: (520) 792-1093 
 

177 N. Church Avenue  
suite 405 
Tucson, AZ   85701 

“Landfills and Waste Disposal Sites along 
the Santa Cruz River from Grant Road to 
Pima Mine Road” (1996) 
Cost:  $5.00 

Pima Association of Governments 
Phone: (520) 792-1093 
 

177 N. Church Avenue  
suite 405 
Tucson, AZ   85701 

“Environmental Assessment of Ten City-
Operated Landfills, Tucson, Arizona” (1993) 
Cost:  $25.00 

Pima County 
Department of Transportation and 
Flood Control District 
Technical Services 
Phone: (520) 740-6737 

201 N. Stone Ave., 9th Floor 
Tucson, AZ 85701 
 
 
http://www.dot.co.pima/az/us 

(GIS) Existing Landfills, Illegal Wildcat 
Dumps, Proposed Landfills, Mines, Sewers 
and Sewage Treatment Facility locations.  

Pima County Department of 
Environmental Quality 
Phone: (520) 740-3340 or 
(520) 7403376 

130 W. Congress 
Tucson, AZ 85701 

Information unique to this office would 
include Air Quality permit information and 
Illegal dumping information, both on 
Paradox (Dos based) 

City of Tucson 
Stormwater Section 
Phone: (520) 791-4372 

P.O. Box 27210 
Tucson, AZ 85726-7210 

Includes stormwater sampling sites for 5 
watersheds flowing into the Rillito as well as 
compilation of EPA data.   

Tucson Water 
Water Quality Section 
Contact: Clare Conley 
Phone: (520) 791-5256 ext. 244 

4401 S. Tucson Estates Parkway 
Tucson, AZ  85735 

The water quality section can generate a 
complete analysis of any well for organic, 
inorganic pollutants, or radio chemicals.    In 
addition, there is  preexisting GIS mapping 
(see map inventory) of chlorine, coliform 
and water hardness. 

University of Arizona Library http://sabio.library.arizona.edu 
A search of documents showed a number of 
local studies containing proximity or exact 
locations environmental hazards 
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More detailed data searches were then conducted to identify known HTRW sites in the study 
area.  Specifically, searches were conducted on the following databases. 
 
EPA’s Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information 
System (CERCLIS) 
 
CERCLIS is the official repository for site and non-site specific Superfund data in response to 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).  It 
contains information of hazardous waste site assessment and remediation from 1983 to 
present. The Superfund Program locates, investigates and cleans up the worst hazardous 
waste sites throughout the United States.  CERCLIS identifies sites on the CERCLIS National 
Priority List (NPL).  NPL sites are those sites that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) has determined as the most serious uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites 
identified for possible long-term remedial action under the Superfund.  A site must be on the 
NPL to receive money from the Trust Fund for remedial action. 
 
EPA’s Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS)  
 
Hazardous waste data is contained in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Information 
System (RCRIS), in support of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).  RCRA 
requires that generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste (as 
defined by the federally recognized hazardous waste codes) provide information concerning 
their activities to state environmental agencies. These agencies then provide the information to 
regional and national U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offices.  
 
EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (TRI)  
 
The Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) contains information about releases and transfers of more 
than 650 toxic chemicals and compounds to the environment.  TRI stores release-transfer data 
hierarchically by facility, by year and chemical, and by medium of release (air, water, 
underground injection, land disposal, and offsite).  TRI also stores treatment and source-
reduction data. At the facility level, TRI stores facility name, address, latitude/longitude, and 
parent company. At the chemical level, TRI stores Standard Industrial Classification (SIC), EPA 
identification numbers (EPA ID), and pollution prevention data (e.g., recycling, energy recovery, 
treatment, and disposal).  At the medium level, TRI stores names and addresses of off-site 
transfer recipient facilities.  
 
EPA’s Permit Compliance System (PCS) 
 
Information on water discharge permits is contained in the Permit Compliance System (PCS), a 
national computerized management information system. This system automates the entry, 
update, and retrieval of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) data and 
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tracks permit issuance, permit limits and monitoring data, and other data pertaining to facilities 
regulated under NPDES.  PCS records water discharge permit data on more than 75,000 
facilities nationwide.  
The NPDES permit program regulates direct discharges from municipal and industrial 
wastewater treatment facilities that discharge into the navigable waters of the United States. 
Wastewater treatment facilities (also called "point sources") are issued NPDES permits 
regulating their discharge.  
 
EPA’s Aerometric Information Retrieval System (AIRS) 
 
Air release information is contained in the Aerometric Information Retrieval System (AIRS)/AIRS 
Facility Subsystem (AFS).  AFS is the only subsystem from AIRS in Envirofacts that contains 
both emissions and compliance data on air pollution point sources regulated by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and/or state and local air regulatory agencies.  AFS 
contains data on industrial plants and their components: stacks, the points at which emissions 
are introduced into the atmosphere; points, the emission point or process within a plant that 
produces the pollutant emissions; and segments, which are components of the processes that 
produce emissions.  Compliance data are maintained at the plant and point levels, tracking 
classification status, inspections, and compliance actions.  AFS also includes data for 
management of operating permit applications and renewals.   
 
ADEQ’s Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund (WQARF) 
 
The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) has a revolving fund grant program 
to be used in the cleanup of Superfund sites.  Any state agency or political subdivision may 
apply for WQARF funding in the beginning of the Priority List process. If the application is 
approved by ADEQ, those sites can be proposed for funding.  The program annually identifies 
sites that are most in need of cleanup and proposes them to be added to the WQARF priority 
list.   
 
 
National Priority List Sites 

The remainder of this section provides a description of sites in the Study Area that have made it 
onto the EPA’s Superfund National Priority List or on the Arizona Department of Environmental 
Quality’s Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund (WQARF) Priority List.  The information was 
obtained through ADEQ’s Superfund Programs Section on their web page 
(http://www.adeq.state.az.us/ environ/waste/sps/registry.html) and the EPA Superfund Facility 
Description web page (http://oaspub. epa.gov/enviro/cerclis_web.description-report? pgm_sys_ 
id=0900684). 
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Superfund National Priorities List 
 
Tucson International Airport Area 
 
The Tucson International Airport Area (TIAA) Superfund site is a 5 square mile site that was 
listed on the National Priority List in 1984.  There are three separate properties within the site:  
the Airport Property, the Burr-Brown Property, and the former West-Cap Property.  
Investigations have defined the primary areas of concern to a large groundwater contamination 
plume (containing trichloroethylene, other volatile organic compounds and chromium) which 
stretches from the Hughes facility north to midway between Irvington Road and Ajo Way, a 
smaller plume centered at the Burr Brown electronics plant, and a third plume near the 162nd 
Air National Guard.  The large plume has been divided administratively into north and south 
units by two separate consent decrees.  The southern portion is the plume area south of Los 
Reales Road and the United States Air Force has been operating a pump and treat system 
since 1987 at the Hughes Air Force Plant 44 to remediate the southern plume.  The northern 
portion of the plume is north of Los Reales Road and is the focus of a June 1991 Consent 
Decree which obligates the Settling Parties to remediate the contaminated groundwater.  Burr 
Brown and the EPA signed a Consent Decree to remediate contaminated groundwater near the 
Burr Brown facility.  The 162nd Air National Guard is currently investigating the groundwater 
plume near their facility. 
 
In addition to the Consent Decrees, the EPA has issued a unilateral administrative order to the 
City of Tucson, Tucson Airport Authority (TAA), McDonnell Douglas and General Dynamics for 
implementation of a soils and groundwater RI/FS on the TAA.  Work has begun on the soils 
Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS).  Soil and groundwater sampling activities 
have concentrated on the Three Hangers airport center and preliminary investigations have 
discovered extensive groundwater contamination in the perched water underneath the area. 
The completion of the RI/FS will result in a detailed analysis of remedial alternatives for the 
groundwater cleanup at the Tucson Airport Area. 
 
EPA issued a Record of Decision (ROD) in 1988 that established cleanup requirements for the 
regional groundwater aquifer.  In 1991, liquid contaminants and sludge were removed from an 
underground sump.  In 1997, PCB-contaminated soil was removed from a portion of the Airport 
Property and from neighboring residential areas.  A ROD was completed in 1997 that addressed 
the remaining soil contamination on the properties.  A final consent decree was issued in 2/2000 
addressing the final cleanup actions needed for the airport site.  This site is no longer listed on 
the ADEQ priority register list. 
 
162nd Air National Guard 
 
The 162nd Tactical Fighter Group, Arizona Air National Guard, occupies 84 acres in the 
northwest corner of the Tucson International Airport, and is located at 15008 Valencia Road, 
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Tucson, Arizona. The base has been in operation since 1956 in training functions for various 
tactical fighter aircraft.  Past maintenance and operation practices at the base have led to the 
contamination of surface and subsurface soils and groundwater with petroleum and VOCs. 
Remedial investigations have been performed at the facilities on the Base and efforts are 
currently being executed with other remedial efforts being conducted around the Tucson 
International Airport. 
 
 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base (AFB) 
 
Davis Monthan AFB is located in eastern Tucson, Arizona. The northern boundary gradually 
descends to the south from Golf Links Road to Irvington Road, with the west side as Alvernon 
Way to Harrison Road on the east. The southern-most boundary is Valencia Road on the east 
side of the site area.  Davis-Monthan AFB is a 10,000-acre training base for tactical aircraft 
crews as well as being the primary storage facility for obsolete or excess aircraft. 
 
Contamination at the base has been primarily surface soil contamination with petroleum wastes, 
waste piles of hazardous aluminum dross, and a large volume underground jet fuel leak. The 
aluminum dross on the base has been treated by solidification/stabilization and removed to a 
landfill. Groundwater remediation of the jet fuel leak started in early 1994.  The JP-4 Soil Vapor 
Extraction study project began in early 1994.  Associated soil contamination is under going 
cleanup through a soil vapor extraction system.  Further investigation of possible VOC 
contamination in both the soil and groundwater is on going.  As of 2000, Davis Monthan has 
been removed from the National Priority List but is still considered a high priority Department of 
Defense cleanup site that requires Superfund oversight. 
 
Air Force Plant #44 (AFP #44) 
 
AFP #44 is a Federally owned facility for the manufacture of air-to-air missiles that is operated 
under contract by the Hughes Corporation.  The plant is a known contributor to regional 
groundwater contamination with industrial solvents, primarily trichloroethylene (TCE).  The plant 
adjoins the south and southwest border of Tucson airport, and is located 15 miles south of 
downtown Tucson. The Nogales Highway (Route 89) lies west of the facility, and the Southern 
Pacific Nogales railroad spur forms the western boundary of the facility. The plant is bounded to 
the south by Hughes Access Road. 
 
A large scale pump and treat system is in place to provide containment and remediation of the 
groundwater contamination.  The plant is in the process of closing numerous surface 
impoundments that are suspected as previous sources of contaminated industrial wastewater. 
The facility is permitted by Resource Conservation & Recovery Act (RCRA) as a treatment, 
storage and disposal (TSD) facility.  AFP #44 has proposed installing a Dual Phase Extraction 
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at some extraction wells on site.  This technology should accelerate the removal of VOCs. 
Activities at the Hughes plant are currently being executed jointly with other remedial efforts 
being conducted around the Tucson International Airport. 
 
Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund Priority List Sites 
 
7th Street and Arizona Avenue, Tucson 
 
This site is located in downtown Tucson, north of Broadway Boulevard and east of Interstate 10.  
The groundwater has been impacted by tetrachloroethylene (PCE), trichloroethylene (TCE), and 
cis-1,1-dichloroethylene (cis-1,2-DCE) at concentrations exceeding the Arizona Aquifer Water 
Quality Standards.  No drinking water wells have yet been affected.  The nearest known 
drinking water wells are located ½ to 1 mile NE of the site at the University of Arizona. 
 
Broadway Pantano Landfill 
 
The Broadway Pantano Landfill, located on both the north and south side of Broadway Road at 
Kolb Road, was operated between 1959 and 1974 as a municipal landfill serving the City of 
Tucson.  The landfill is located along Pantano Wash.  Groundwater beneath the site contains 
perchloroethylene and trichloroethylene in amounts that exceed the drinking water standards for 
these volatile organic compounds.  A treatment system has recently been installed on a well 
that serves an area hospital to protect the hospital's water supply (St. John’s).  The City of 
Tucson and Pima County have installed a soil vapor extraction (SVE) system to remove the 
contaminant vapors in the soils above the groundwater table.  An interim groundwater 
containment system plan is currently available for review.  The target workplan goals are to 
have the RI/FS complete in 2002, with cleanup complete by 2006. 
 
El Camino del Cerro Landfill 
 
El Camino del Cerro occupies approximately 20 acres of land located on the northwest side of 
Tucson, north of El Camino del Cerro Road between the Santa Cruz River and I-10. This site 
was placed on the WQARF Priority List in May 1995.  Groundwater contaminated by volatile 
organic compounds is being investigated by Pima County with oversight provided by ADEQ. 
Currently a biofilter system is in use to remove soil vapors.  A draft Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study is currently being reviewed by ADEQ.  The workplan goals are to 
have the RI/FS complete in 2001, with cleanup by 2005. 
 
Los Reales Landfill, Tucson 
 
The Los Reales Landfill is an active municipal landfill located in southeast Tucson, Arizona; 
bounded by Valencia Road, Craycroft Road, Los Reales Road and Alvernon Way. The site was 
placed on the AQARF Registry in 1999.  Approximately five acres in the southwest corner were 
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designated for hazardous waste disposal from 1977 to 1980.  Downgradient groundwater 
monitoring wells have detected perchloroethylene, trichloroethylene, 1,1-dichloroethylene, 
methylene chloride, freons and other VOCs.  The groundwater pump and treatment system was 
installed in 1999; however, further contamination has been detected east and south of the site.  
The current goal is to complete the Remedial Action (plume containment) Plan by the end of 
calendar year 2000. 
 
Miracle Mile Interchange Area, Tucson 
 
The Miracle Mile Interchange Area (MMIA) originally covered approximately 10 square miles in 
northwestern Tucson, Arizona. Current investigation boundaries include Roger Road on the 
north, Flowing Wells Road on the east, Prince Road on the south and Bottletree Lane on the 
west. Groundwater is contaminated by VOCs including trichloroethylene (TCE), 
perchloroethylene (PCE), 1,1-dichloroethylene and vinyl chloride.  Chromium has also been 
detected in the groundwater.  The aquifer is a federally-listed, sole-source water supply for the 
City of Tucson.  This site was placed on the WQARF Priority List in November 1987.   
 
Voluntary remedial investigations are under way by the City of Tucson.  A mobile home park in 
the area switched from a private well to the Flowing Wells Irrigation District as a result of 
sampling that indicated that the private well water exceeded the Maximum Contaminant Level 
(MCL) for trichloroethylene.  The area of most significant groundwater contamination is in the 
vicinity of the Silverbell Jail Annex Landfill, west of the Santa Cruz River. Silverbell Landfill is 
treated as a separate WQARF Priority List site within the MMIA.  The workplan goals are to 
have the RI/FS completed in 2001 (work is currently underway), with a treatment remedy 
installed in 2002. 
 
Park-Euclid, Tucson 
 
This site was formerly called South Park and Mission Linen.  It is located along South Park, 
where several companies have conducted laundry and dry-cleaning operations since the late 
1930s.  The site was placed on the WQARF Registry in 1999.  Several volatile organic 
compounds are present in the groundwater above the Aquifer Water Quality Standards.  
Remedial investigations have been conducted since 1998, including a pilot soil vapor extraction 
system, with expected completion in December, 2000.  The workplan goals are to have the 
RI/FS complete in 2002, with a treatment remedy installed in 2004. 
 
 
Shannon Road-Rillito Creek, Tucson 
 
This site is located in northwest Tucson and extends about ¼ mile north and south of Rillito 
Creek, with Meadowbrook Park to the east and Peglar Wash Park to the west.  This site also 
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has groundwater contamination from PCE, TCE and cis-1,2-DCE.  Three public drinking water 
wells have been contaminated and the source of contamination is unknown.  ADEQ is 
scheduled to begin a Remedial Investigation of the site during 2000.  The workplan goals are to 
have the RI/FS complete in 2001, and cleanup design complete in 2003. 
 
Silverbell Jail Annex Landfill (see also Miracle Mile Interchange Area) 
 
The City of Tucson has requested WQARF support for investigation and remediation of 
groundwater contamination at Silverbell Landfill. Perchloroethylene (PCE) and trichloroethylene 
(TCE) have been found in excess of the MCL.  ADEQ is overseeing groundwater cleanup that is 
being conducted by the City of Tucson (COT).  The Remedial Action Plan (RAP) includes a 
pump and treat system where the groundwater would be extracted from the aquifer and treated 
by air stripping with vapor-phase carbon adsorption.  In March 1996, the COT submitted a 
request to implement a nine month pilot pumpt and treat remediation project at the Silverbell Jail 
Annex Landfill.  In 1999, the City submitted their report to ADEQ.  From October to December 
1999, the city removed 180 pounds of VOCs using a soil vapor extraction system.   
 
 
PAG Documents/City of Tucson Landfill Information 

The following pages include a list of environmental documents available from the Pima 
Association of Governments (PAG) and detailed location maps for City of Tucson landfills. 
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