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Pima County 
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

Regular Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
October 12, 2011 

Pima County Emergency Operations Center 
 

The quarterly meeting of the Pima County LEPC was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Vice- 
Chairman Randy Karrer. 
John Wisner reported to the membership that on October 17th, the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) was enacted 25 years ago.  This is the federal law that 
requires this committee’s existence, purpose and responsibilities (42 USC Chapter 116).  John 
told the membership that he has uploaded information sent out by EPA regarding the 
celebration of EPCRA. 

Roll call was taken and the following members were in attendance: 

Bat. Chief John Walka   Rural Metro Fire Department 
Capt. Scott Laird   Rincon Fire District 
Chief Patrick Quinn (James Kress) City of Tucson Fire Department/OEM 
Chief Randy Karrer    Golder Ranch Fire District 
Chris Pendleton-Excused  Pima County Citizen (John Wisner Proxy) 
Chuck Vaughn    Tucson Medical Center 
Dan Johnston-Excused  Veteran’s Affairs Administration 
Don Poage-Excused   Pima County Region HazMat Team 
Harlan Agnew    Pima County Attorney’s Office 
John Wisner    Pima County OEM & HS 
Kenneth Drozd  National Weather Service 
Randy Ortlinghaus-Excused  Southwest Gas Company 
Reland Kane    Tucson Electric Power Company 
Scott Porter    Pima County DEQ 
Steve Holland    University of Arizona 
Thomas Taylor   Pima County Citizens Corps 
Tony Smith-Excused   Western Refinery 
 
NOTE: Require 14 members to constitute a quorum…only 12 with 1 proxy present. 

The following guests introduced themselves to the members: 

Aaron Welch    Central Arizona Project  
Edmund Lubbers   Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
Gabrielle Crandall   Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
Jeremy Hively    Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
Lisa Mitchell    Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
Richard Wagner   University of Arizona Radiation Services 
Walter Yosin    Tucson Electric Power Company 

The minutes from the July 13, 2011 Regular Quarterly Meeting was not approved…they will 
have to be approved at the January 2012 meeting. 
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Funding Committee Report: (slide 1 of Staff Report) John Wisner informed the 
membership that we did not spend all of the awarded $49, 508.71. Based upon the approval of 
the e-mail vote, the LEPC requested $71,903.00 and $59,103.00 HMEP Grant money was 
approved.  Some approvals are coming through the Training Section with the balance through 
the Planning Section.  Again this year, due to the financial state of the state, the ERF Funds will 
no be available.  

Membership Subcommittee Report:  Randy Ortlinghaus could not be in attendance due to 
work constraints.  Randy reported to John Wisner that no applications have been submitted.  

John read an e-mail from Randy, requesting that another member of the LEPC take over the 
Membership Committee.  His duties at work have increased and he really does not have the 
time to dedicate to this position.  Randy wants to continue to participate with the LEPC, just not 
as a committee chairperson.  

Vice Chairman Karrer said that this will need to be addressed at the January meeting. 

John Wisner read an e-mail from Dan Johnston, resigning as a member of the LEPC.  This is 
due to Dan’s impending retirement from the Veteran’s Affairs Administration on December 31st. 

Public Readiness Outreach Subcommittee: Committee Chairman Don Poage was not in 
attendance due to an illness. 

Safe Havens Sub-committee Report: Tony Smith could not attend today’s meeting due to 
work constraints. 

HazMat Team Reports:  

Pima Regional HazMat Teams (Scott Laird):   
 Monthly HazMat Tech Training continues. 
 A Drill will take place in November at the CAP installation in Tucson 

Estates. 

Rural Metro (John Walka):  

 No major incidents to report 
 Monthly training continues…training on Pipelines 

Tucson Fire:   No report 

Staff Report:  John Wisner informed the membership of his hand-out report. 

 The next State Commission Meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2012 in Parker. 

 The next HMEP Grant Workshop is scheduled for January 10th (afternoon) and 
January 11th (morning).   

John informed the membership that he will not be able to attend either meeting due to a 
commitment at the Emergency Management Institute in Maryland.  Need a member to go to 
these meetings to represent Pima County LEPC.  All expenses except salary, back-fill and 
overtime will be paid by AZSERC. 

Presentation: Mr. Richard Wagner with the University of Arizona Radiation Services presented 
the dismantling of the Nuclear Reactor at the University.  He had very interesting information 
and pictures of the reactor the various steps taken to safely remove the reactor.  Mr. Wagner 
also explained the remediation efforts employed to ensure the areas were safe to the 
environment.  Mr. Wagner allowed the membership to ask questions about the entire process. 

Vice-Chair Karrer thanked Mr. Wagner for his time to share this information with the 
membership. 
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Old Business: 

HazMat Plan: John Wisner reported that the HazMat Plan is basically completed.  The next 
steps is to 1) develop a resolution for the Board of Supervisors; 2) present the resolution and 
plan to the Board of Supervisors for adoption; and 3) exercise the plan.  A Table Top Exercise is 
being planned for April or May to validate the information in the plan and to acquaint the 
stakeholders to the plan.   

Safety Performance Indicator Program: John spoke to the Safety Performance Indicators 
Program.  John informed the membership that in their folders are minutes from the September 
12th meeting that was held.  A copy of the minutes was sent to EPA Headquarters for their 
review and comment. 

John reported that he has been asked by EPA Headquarters to make a presentation on our 
efforts with the SPI Program, at the NASTTPO Conference in Houston on October 19th. 

New Business: 

Non-Voting Membership-Advisory Subcommittee; 

Randy was not in attendance today and he did not hand off the presentation materials.  Vice-
Chairman Karrer told the membership that this will be discussed at the January meeting. 

Business Education Seminar Planning:  John advised the membership that he intends to 
begin planning for the seminar after November 1st.  He reported that the Southern Arizona 
Environmental Managers Society (SAEMS) would like to partner with the LEPC on this venue.  
John will be working with them to plan the seminar.  The seminar will be planned to be 
conducted in late January or early February. 

If any member wants to assist with the planning, please contact John.  John will make a report 
at the January meeting. 

2012 Elections: Vice-Chairman Karrer told the membership that at our January meeting the 
membership will need to elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  The membership will also need 
to replace Randy Ortlinghaus as the Membership Sub-Committee Chairperson. 

January Meeting: John Wisner reported that due to the AZSERC Commission Meeting, the 
HMEP Workshop and that he has to be in class on January 11th, he asked the Vice-Chair to get 
a consensus of those present to postpone the January meeting from January 11th to the 18th.  
The members present agreed that this should be done. 

Public Comment:   Vice-Chairman Karrer asked any comments, comments or information 
from the guests and public.   

Reland Kane reported that TEP is trying to revamp their sub-stations.  He made be able to 
make a presentation at a future meeting to explain the process and outcome. 

Ed Lubbers told the membership that several members of Davis-Monthan AFB that work with 
him in Emergency Management were present to take interest in community activities.  He 
thanked the membership for allowing them to attend. 

Vice-Chairman Karrer thanked the membership and guests for their attendance.  He extended a 
welcome back. 

Future Agenda Items: SPI up-date, Non-Voting Membership, HazMat Plan approval, Election 
of Officer, appoint a new chair for the Membership Sub-Committee, and reports from the 
various meetings and conferences. 

Send agenda items to John Wisner no later than Friday, January 6, 2012. 
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NEXT MEETING:   Wednesday, January 18, 2012 – 9:00 a.m.  
     Pima County Emergency Operations Center 
     130 West Congress Street – Level B 
     Tucson, Arizona 85701 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 

To our guests:  Interested in becoming a member? Complete an application form found on 
our website (www.pima.gov/lepc), submit a brief resume and a letter from your organization, 
agency, business or department.  Submitted documents go to Randy Ortlinghaus at Southwest 
Gas (P.O. Box 26500, Tucson, Arizona 85726 or randy.ortlinghaus@swgas.com). 

 

For ADA accommodations, please contact the Pima County Office of Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security at 520-798-0600 

Please park in the Presidio Parking Garage, bring your parking tickets to the meeting. 

mailto:randy.ortlinghaus@swgas.com

