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Regular Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2014 

Pima County Emergency Operations Center 
 

The quarterly meeting of the Pima County LEPC was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman 
Scott Laird. 

Chairman Laird welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Roll call was taken and the following voting members were in attendance: 

Assistant Chief Brad Olson    Tucson Fire Department  
Bat. Chief John Walka     Rural Metro Fire Department 
Brett Heck      162nd Air National Guard OEM 
Capt. Scott Laird     Rincon Fire District 
Chad Flanigan      Pima County Citizens Corps 
Chief Randy Karrer     Golder Ranch Fire District 
Chris Pendleton     Citizen 
Damian Guy      Union Pacific Railroad 
John Wisner      Pima County OEM & HS 
Joyce Stout      Pima County Health Dept. 
Paul Kramkowski     Raytheon Missile Systems 
Randy Ortlinghaus-Excused     Southwest Gas Company 
Randy Stevens      Holy Energy Partners 
Scott Porter-Excused     Pima County DEQ 
Steve Holland      University of Arizona 
Steve Hulland      Civil Air Patrol 
Todd Perry      Tucson OEM 
Walter Yosin for Reland Kane    Tucson Electric Power Company 
 
John Wisner reported that he was given the proxy vote for Randy Ortlinghaus and Scott Porter. 

The following guests introduced themselves to the members: 

Aaron Welch      Central Arizona Project 
Antonio Vereen     Pima County Wastewater 
Gary Mitchell      Arizona Department of Public Safety 
Harlan Agnew      Pima County Attorney’s Office 
Herbert Kendall     Davis-Monthan AFB-OEM 
Joey Kosiorowski     Green Valley Fire Department 
Ken Drozd       National Weather Service 
Michael Knutsen     Arizona Air National Guard 
Paula Perrera      Pima County Attorney’s Office 
Richard Henderson     Elephant Head Fire Department 
Ryan Taylor      Davis-Monthan AFB OEM 
 

The minutes from the October 9, 2013 Quarterly Meeting was approved by the membership on 
a motion by Paul Kramkowski, seconded by Joyce Stout. 
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The LEPC Chairman recognized the following members with a Certificate of Appreciation: 

   Steve Holland – Use of a University of Arizona facility for our Table-top Exercise and 
the Ethanol Training Course. 

 Harlan Agnew – Recognize his tenure and support with the LEPC as he will be retiring 
on February 12th.  Harlan introduced Paula Perrera who will be taking his place with the LEPC. 

Reland Kane – Recognize his tenure and participation with the LEPC, he will be 
stepping down due to an illness. 

Election of Officers:  This is the year that according to the By-Laws, we elect new officers for 
the LEPC.   

Chairman Laird opened the floor for nominations for the office chairman.  Scott Laird was the 
only nomination received.  A motion from Randy Karrer, seconded by Randy Stevens, the 
motion carried to elect Scott Laird Chairman. 

Chairman Laird then opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairman.  Paul Kramkowski was 
the only nomination received.  A motion by Randy Karrer, seconded by Chris Pendleton, the 
motion carried to elect Paul Kramkowski as the Vice-Chairman. 

Funding Committee Report: John Wisner referred members to his Staff Report in their 
folders:  

John reported that the requested HMEP Grant money was approved (so far) for 2014:  

 2 members to attend the Fall NASTTPO Workshop; 

 5 HazMat Techs to attend the HOT ZONE Conference, both in Houston Texas was 
approved.  Only 3 people went to the Hot Zone;   

 Conduct the annual seminar on January 29th; 

 Approved 1 person to attend the IAFC HazMat Response Teams conference in Baltimore 
Maryland the end of May; 

 6 HazMat Techs to attend the Continuing Challenge Conference in Sacramento California 
in September; 

 Ethanol Emergencies Course – date and location to be determined; 

 HazMat Awareness Course – Wednesday, April 2nd at the PECOC Building…LEPC 
Members and HazMat Businesses are invited to attend.  Registration through ERMA; 

 Commodity Flow Study, Spring NASTTPO Workshop and Community Workshops have 
not yet been approved or denied.  These will be settled on the 14/15 of this month while 
attending the HMEP Workshop in Phoenix. 

John explained to the membership where the HMEP Grant money comes from and how we get 
the money we use for training and activities.  Our grant money relies on people (responsible 
party and the emergency responders) to report hazardous materials responses to the National 
Response Center (NRC) and the State of Arizona (ASERC).  There is no mandate for the first 
responders to make a report.  Funding for training and planning relies on the number of reports 
received by both agencies 
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U.S. DOT gives money to the state based upon reports to the NRC and the State gives money 
to the counties based upon the reports to the state.  Facilities that have a release that last 
longer than 15 minutes are subject to reporting the release under the General Duty Clause of 
the Clean Air Act.  Businesses like Union Pacific and Southwest Gas along with “Anonymous”, 
complete the most reports to the NRC.  John also advised that he follows up with the 
company/facility once he finds out about a release.  He advised the membership that he learns 
about most facility releases by the media.  

Membership Subcommittee Report: John Wisner reported that he had received no 
applications.  He did report that he had learned that Chuck Vaughn (Alan) at Tucson Medical 
Center had left to take a job in North Dakota.  John also reported that due to medical problems, 
Reland Kane with Tucson Electric Power Company will be stepping down due to medical issues.  
He will be turning his representation over to Walter Yosin (has been standing in for Reland).  
John reported that no action will need to be taken at this time.  

Public Readiness Outreach Subcommittee: No report…the LEPC needs to appoint 
someone as chairperson of this subcommittee.  If any member would like to take the lead for 
this sub-committee, please let either Scott or John know.  The LEPC has an obligation to inform 
the communities of our role. 

Commodity Flow Study Report: Paul Kramkowski reported that his committee (Chad 
Flannigan) had recently met.  He reported that this committee discussed several issues that will 
need to be dealt with.  Paul reported that approximately 200 hours of volunteer time will be 
needed to complete the study.  He reported that they are meeting with some resistance with 
some of the volunteer organizations.  The membership will be asked to participate.  Paul asked 
Damian Guy if he could help get railroad data for the study…Damian agreed.  Most of the wait 
now is to work out the issues with the HMEP Grant…this should be resolved on January 14/15. 

HazMat Team Reports:  

Pima Regional HazMat Teams (Scott Laird):   
 Refresher training continues as scheduled 
 January:  DECON Procedures and skills check 
 February 3rd: Hazardous Materials Technician Course starts at the Tucson 

Public Safety Academy 
 March 10 & 11: 2-day training hosted by Propane Association – classroom 

and practical training…LEPC Membership is invited to participate 
 Scott reported that the Hazmat Instructors meet the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 9:00 a.m.  The meetings are being held at Tucson Fire Central 

Rural Metro (John Walka):  

 No major incidents have occurred 
 Conducted a Mass Casualty Drill with TMC since last LEPC Meeting 
 January: Railroad HazMat Skill Day with Union Pacific 
 February: Continue with refresher training program 

City of Tucson (Brad Olson): 
 Mirrors the report from Pima County-They are training with the Regional 

Teams 
 Addressing the DECON Assist Team program 
 Purchasing Equipment with grant money 
 Equipment Calibration will take place in conjunction with May Instructor’s 

Meeting 
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Staff Report:  John informed the membership of his hand-out report; 
 All Final Reports for AzSERC are completed and sent in; 
 The next AZSERC Commission Meeting will be held on January 14th at 1000 hours 

at ADEM.  John, Scott and the HMEP Grants Management Team will be 
attending; 

 John Wisner reported and the OEM Compliance Officer to attend the Fall 
NASTTPO Workshop in Houston Texas on October 15 through 17; 

 The Spring NATTPO Workshop will be held in New Orleans in April 21 through 
24th.  Requested 3 people to attend-not approved yet; 

 Table Top Exercise items: 
o Continue to received telephone number up-dates for the plan; 
o Hazmat Teams are reviewing their SOPs for the plan; 
o Completed survey of business capabilities…to be added to the plan; 
o Created a Template for Facility Emergency Response Plans…asked the 

HazMat Teams to review;   
 Continue to support the County HazMat Technician Refresher Training Program – 

obtaining training to support the first responders; 
 He continues to attend: 

o Monthly meetings with HazMat Instructors 
o County Fire Chief’s Association 
o MMRS Hospital Sub-Committee 

 Created a Hospital Decon Assessment Program  
 John reported for 2013: 

o 15 HazMat Releases reported to the county; 
 13 through the National Response Center (NRC) 
 1 through the media (TV) 
 1 Business notification via U.S. Postal Service 

o 6 requests for HazMat information 
 Our annual seminar will be on Wednesday, January 29th from 8 to 5 at the 

Desert Diamond Casino Conference Center.  The agenda will be finalized by the 
end of this week.  Lunch presentation on Presidential Executive Order 13650.  
Other presentations are listed in Coordinator’s report. 

Old Business: 
County Hazmat Plan – Since the exercise in June and the LEPC meeting in July, 
information to up-date the plan has been arriving.  John reported that he is up-dating 
the plan as the information is arriving.  John told the membership that he has sought 
out information and forms that were identified from a review 2 years ago.   
John also reported that he had created and submitted a survey to several of the 
businesses in Pima County.  The survey provided the capabilities of those businesses 
including their training activities and needs. Much of this information will be formatted 
and included in the annex of the Plan.  Results of the survey were posted in the room. 
Report on 2014 Grant Request – as reported earlier, the grant requests were 
submitted as required and at this time only some of our project s have been approved.  
The membership will be informed of the disposition of the remaining activities. 
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New Business: 

No new business presented 

Presentations:  

Paul Kramkowski made a presentation to the membership regarding the expansion of the 
Raytheon/Airport area.  He identified HazMat Storage areas and the activities that Raytheon has 
taken to reduce the use of some chemicals. 

Public Comment:  

Chairman Laird asked for Public Comments:   

No comments were communicated.   

Chairman Laird thanked the guests for attending. 

Future Agenda Items:  
Review and approval of the County HazMat Plan, up-date of HMEP Grant Award, up-date of 
activities; 

April Presentation:  
Open to any business that would like to make a presentation on their operation. 
The LEPC is very interested in presentations from businesses and organizations on hazardous material or 
safe operation related topics.  The presentation should address processes, equipment, safety programs, 
preparedness programs, or other similar topics.  Presentations should be 30 to 45 minutes in length. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m.   

Send agenda items to John Wisner no later than Monday, March 31st for the April 
Meeting.   
Guests are always welcome to attend. 
NEXT MEETING:   Wednesday, April 9, 2014 – 9:00 a.m.  
     Pima County Emergency Operations Center 
     3434 East 22nd Street (across from Reid Park) 
     Tucson, Arizona 85713 
     520-724-9300 Office 
     (Use Jones Boulevard entrance) 

To our guests:  Interested in becoming a member? Complete the application found on our 
website (www.pima.gov/lepc, Membership Tab), submit the form and a letter from your 
organization, agency, business or department to John Wisner at the Pima County Office of 
Emergency Management, 3434 East 22nd Street, Tucson, Arizona 85713 or 
john.wisner@pima.gov. 

For ADA accommodations, please contact the Pima County Office of Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security at 520-724-9300 
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