Medicinal and Practical Uses of Desert Plants

Join us at the Desert Discovery Center in Tucson Mountain Park for an in
depth look at the medicinal and practical uses of desert plants. Workshop
includes a short hike and make-and-take session to process a variety of
desert herbs for use at home. Ages 12 and up. $70 with Membership,
Non-Member $15 fee. Online registration required. Desert Discovery
Center, 7798 W. Gates Pass Road

Saturday, February 4 - 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Let’s Talk Nature!

Pima County Naturalists give a short talk “Lost Mammals of the Tucson
Mountains” followed by a Q and A session on any nature subject that
crosses your mind. Please bring a lawn chair. All ages welcome. Children
free. Adults free with Membership, Non-Member Adult $5 fee. Online
registration required. Desert Discovery Center 7798 W. Gates Pass Road.
Saturday, February 11 - 3:00 — 5:00 p.m.

Starr Pass Trail Hike

Enjoy the scenic and rugged beauty of the Tucson Mountains on a
moderate level, 3-mile guided hike with a Pima County naturalist.
Ages 12 and up. Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online
registration required. Richard E. Genser Starr Pass Trailhead at S. Ave Del
Correcaminos.

Thursday, February 16 - 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Sonoran Desert Weedwackers

Join the Sonoran Desert Weedwackers to eradicate buffelgrass and
fountain grass in Tucson Mountain Park. Work requires hiking and pulling
buffelgrass on steep slopes. Meeting locations change frequently. Email
eeducation@pima.gov for meeting location. Ages 18 and up. Free.
Saturday, February 18 - 8:00 — 11:00 a.m.

Desert Discovery Day

Explore the diversity of the beautiful Sonoran Desert with a variety of
family-friendly, hands-on activities. Travel through time on a geology
hike; discover blooms, butterflies, and birds on a guided nature walk;
taste food from the desert; meet native wildlife. All ages welcome. Free.
Desert Discovery Center, 7798 W. Gates Pass Road.

Saturday, February 18 - 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

HISTORIC HACIENDA DE LA CANOA

Radl M. Grijalva Canoa Ranch Conservation Park
5375S.1-19 Frontage Road, Green Valley, AZ 85614
Open by Reservation

Online registration: www.pima.gov/nrpr
Program information — Phone: 520-724-5220
Email: CanoaRanch@pima.gov

Tour of Hacienda de la Canoa

Join a walking tour of the Canoa Ranch headquarters to gain insights into the
fascinating stories of the people that lived and worked on the ranch. Visit the
historic ranch buildings and corrals, and enjoy scenic views of the Santa Cruz
River Valley. All ages welcome. Free. Online registration required.

Every Tuesday in January & February - 10:00-11:30 a.m. & 12:00-1:30 p.m.
Every Saturday in January & February - 10:00-11:30 a.m. & 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Heritage Area Structures Rehabilitation Tour

Architectural preservationist Simon Herbert discusses the processes and
materials used for the rehabilitation of the structures at Historic Hacienda de la
(anoa as he leads this behind-the-scenes tour. Learn about the work that has
transformed the structures from deteriorating ruins to functional buildings. All
ages welcome. Free. Online registration required.

Wednesdays, January 11 and 25, February 8 and 22 - 9:00 — 10:30 a.m.

Birding Canoa Ranch

Join birding expert Jeff Bahson at Canoa Ranch to see a wide variety of sparrows,
raptors, and other desert and grassland birds. All ages welcome.

Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required.
Tuesday, January 17 - 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

A Night Under the Stars

Sonora Astronomical Society volunteers set up telescopes for celestial viewing
and provide an introduction to the night sky. Come before dark to take a self-
guided tour of the Canoa Ranch Headquarters. Bring your flashlight and lawn
chair. Weather permitting. All ages welcome. Free. Registration not required.
Friday, January 20 - Presentation by Dr. Gareth Hughes (VERITAS) 5:00
- 6:00 p.m.; Stargazing 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Friday, February 17 - Tour 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.; Stargazing 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

OUT AND ABOUT IN PIMA COUNTY

Online registration: www.pima.gov/nrpr
Program information — Phone: 520-615-7855
Email: eeducation@pima.gov

Paint Out in the Park

You are invited to join a friendly group of Tucson Plein Air Painters to try your
hand at painting landscape scenes in the open air of Pima County’s Sweetwater
Preserve. Ages 12 and up. Free. Online registration required. Sweetwater
Preserve, 4000 N. Tortolita Road, south of El Camino Del Cerro.

Thursday, January 5 - 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Birding at KERP

Take a stroll with birding expert Jeff Babson to spot wetland and desert birds
in the urban habitats of Kino Ecosystem Restoration Project (KERP) at Sam Lena
Park. All ages welcome. Children free. Adults free with Membership, Non-
Member Adult $5 fee. Online registration required. Sam Lena Park/KERP, 3400
S. Country Club Road.

Tuesday, January 10 - 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.

Wildlife of the Sonoran Desert

Wildlife that inhabit the Sonoran Desert have specialized adaptations that
allow them to thrive. From roadrunners to regal horned lizards and round-
tailed ground squirrels, we explore how animals are adapted to life in the
Sonoran Desert. All ages welcome. Free. Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 N.
La Cafiada Drive.

Friday, January 20 - 2:00 — 3:00 p.m.

Birding Sweetwater Wetlands

Explore this urban birding hotspot with a naturalist to look for wetland
and desert birds as well as other wildlife. All ages welcome. Free. Online
registration required. Sweetwater Wetlands, 2667 W. Sweetwater Drive.
Saturdays, January 28 and February 25 - 3:00 — 5:00 p.m.

Paint Out in the Park

You are invited to join a friendly group of Tucson Plein Air Painters to try your
hand at painting landscape scenes in the open air of Pima County’s Catalina
Regional Park. Ages 12 and up. Free. Online registration required. Catalina
Regional Park, 4135 E. Trotter Place.

Thursday, February 2 - 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Tour Pima County’s Rancho Seco

Tour the historic Rancho Seco with Rangeland Manager Vanessa Prileson and
a local rancher, to learn about life on a ranch and Pima County’s Open Space
program. We will meet at the Cow Palace Restaurant in Amado and will carpool
from there in county vehicles. Bring a lunch and water. Ages 12 and up.

$10 with Membership, Non-Member $15 fee. Online registration required.
Meet at 28802 S. Nogales Highway, Amado.

Friday, February 10 - 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Birding Sweetwater Preserve

Join expert birder Jeff Babson for a walk through Sweetwater Preserve, located
in the eastern foothills of the Tucson Mountains, where we expect to see an
abundance of desert birds such as gilded flicker, phainopepla, pyrrhuloxia,
black-tailed gnatcatcher, and many more. All ages welcome. Free with
Membership. Non-member $5 fee. Online registration required. Sweetwater
Preserve, 4000 N. Tortolita Road, south of El Camino Del Cerro.

Monday, February 13 - 8:00 - 10:00 a.m.

Living River of Words: Youth Poetry and Art

Local children share their view of the natural world in this exhibition of award
winning poetry and mixed media art. All ages welcome. Free.

November 15 — January 9: Mission Library, 3770 S. Mission Road

January 11 - February 5: Valencia Library, 202 W. Valencia Road

February 7 — March 10: Quincie Douglas Library, 1585 E. 36th Street

For hours visit: www.library.pima.gov

Registration for Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation (NRPR) Activities
is now online. You may purchase an Annual Tours and Outdoor Activities
Membership Pass for significant savings on activity registration fees. Visit
www.pima.gov/nrpr and click on the Register Now button.

For additional program information
Phone: 520-615-7855 or
Email: eeducation@pima.gov
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JANUARY FEATURED PARK:

Feliz Paseos Park
1600 N. Camino De Oeste

Feliz Paseos Park is located on a 50-
acre parcel of lush desert nestledin the
wonwooowssor | foothills of the Tucson Mountains. The

D paved and gravel paths are accessible
by wheelchair. Ramadas and seating

walls invite you to linger while you
watch for javelina and mule deer. The
deep, gorging washes and saguaro-
studded hillsides offer some of the
best wildlife viewing opportunities in
S the Tucson Mountains.

———z

CAMINO DE QESTE

TRAILS

—~—— Feliz Paseos

Online registration: www.pima.gov/nrpr
Program information — Phone: 520-615-7855
Email: eeducation@pima.gov

Introduction to Ethnobotany

Take an in-depth look into the traditional uses and various methods for
harvesting, storing, and preparing foods made with desert plants. Feliz
Paseos Park boasts a rich desert habitat featuring a variety of desert edibles
such as palo verde, ironwood trees, prickly pear, cholla, and saguaro cacti.
Age 12 and up. $70 with Membership, Non-Member $15 fee. Online
registration required.

Saturday, January 14 - 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Let’s Talk Nature!

Naturalist Jeff Babson shares “Sandhill Cranes: Majestic Winter Visitors”
in a short talk followed by a Q and A session on any nature subject that
crosses your mind. Please bring a lawn chair. All ages welcome. Children
free. Adults free with Membership, Non-Member Adult $5 fee. Online
registration required.

Saturday, January 14 - 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

"

Living with Urban Wildlife Showcase

Wildlife interactions are a part of everyday life. Drop in through the day to
meet live animals and take part in family-friendly activities to learn about
the amazing wildlife that thrive in our neighborhoods. Homeowners will
want to stop by the mobile exhibit to learn practical tips for excluding
wildlife from your living spaces. All ages welcome. Free.

Saturday, January 21 - 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Birds and Plants of Feliz Paseos Park

Join a Pima County naturalist to learn about common desert birds and
plants. We are likely to see verdins, cactus wrens, and curve-billed thrashers
among the cacti, palo verde, and ironwood. All ages welcome. Free with
Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required.
Monday, January 23 - 8:00 — 9:30 a.m.

AGUA CALIENTE PARK

12325 E. Roger Rd., Tucson
Park hours: 7:00 a.m.—Sunset
Agua Caliente Park general information, call 520-724-5000

Online registration: www.pima.gov/nrpr
Program information — Phone: 520-615-7855
Email: eeducation@pima.gov

Birding Agua Caliente Park

Take a guided walk to look for wintering birds such as ducks, woodpeckers,
bluebirds, and sparrows, as well as roadrunners, wrens, and other resident
specialties. Loaner binoculars available. All ages welcome.

Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required.
Every Thursday in January and February - 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Historical Tour of Agua Caliente Park

Enjoy a guided walk around the lush grounds and historic buildings and gain
insights into the rich farming and ranching history of the site. All ages welcome.
Free. Registration not required.

Saturdays, January 7 and 21, February 4 and 18 - 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

A Night Under the Stars

Tucson Amateur Astronomy Association volunteers provide an introduction to the
night sky and set up telescopes for celestial viewing. Feel free to bring your lawn
chair. All ages welcome. Weather permitting. Free. Registration not required.
Saturday, January 7 - 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 4 - 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Ranch Medicine on the Arizona Frontier

Historian Jody Drake describes how a frontier medical bag was used to treat
iliness in Arizona in the late 1800s. All ages welcome. Free with Membership,
Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required.

Sunday, January 8 - 1:00 — 2:00 p.m.

Duck Butts

Experience the fascinating lives of ducks and learn tips for identifying the many
waterfow! that spend the winter on the pond at Agua Caliente Park. All ages
welcome. Children free. Adults free with Membership, Non-Member Adult $5
fee. Online registration required.

Saturday, January 14 - 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Behind the Padre: Horseback Views from Both Sides of the Border
Author Richard Collins shares the story of his journey with a congenial group of
Mexican horseback riders who retraced the pathways of Eusebio Francisco Kino,
the pioneering Jesuit priest who explored the same borderlands three hundred
years prior. All ages welcome. Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee.
Online registration required.

Sunday, January 15 - 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

The Mighty Colorado

Through stunning photographs, Historian Jim Turner tells the story of the
Colorado River’s two thousand miles of scenic wonders, geography, wildlife,
history, recreation, politics, and local culture. All ages welcome. Free with
Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required.

Sunday, January 22 - 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Arizona Ghost Towns

Historian Marshall Shore tells the stories of ghost towns such as Crown King,
Jerome, and Two Guns. All ages welcome. Free with Membership, Non-
Member $5 fee. Online registration required.

Sunday, January 29 - 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Wetlands “Behind-the-Scene”

Explore the diversity of Agua Caliente Park with this “Behind-the-Scene”
gaze at the plants and animals that call this wetland home. Bring a camera
to document what you find and we will lend you binoculars for a closer look.
All ages welcome. Children free. Adults free with Membership, Non-Member
Adult $5 fee. Online registration required.

Saturday, February 4 - 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Capturing Nature’s Beauty through Photography

Landscape photographer Steve Dell discusses the tools and techniques he
uses to capture the beauty that surrounds us. Steve shares tips for improving
one’s photographic techniques both in the field and in the “digital darkroom,”
including composition and other ways to engage the viewer. Ages 12 and up.
$5 with Membership, Non-Member $10 fee. Online registration required.
Wednesday, February 15 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

All Hat and No Cattle: The Language of the American West
In a fun and informative presentation, Steve Renzi explains the meanings
and sometimes surprising origins of these western words and phrases.
All ages welcome. Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online
registration required.

Sunday, February 19 - 1:00 — 2:00 p.m.

First Steps in Night Photography

Ever wondered how photographers capture those stunning pictures of the
Milky Way, star trails, and night-time cityscapes? Learn the techniques and
tools necessary to begin capturing these amazing photos for yourself in this
introduction to night time and sky photography workshop. This beginning-to-
intermediate level workshop with nature photographer James Capo is designed
for those with access to a camera capable of long exposures and photo-editing
software. Ages 12 and up. $5 with Membership, Non-Member $10 fee. Online
registration required.

Wednesday, February 22 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Arizona Springs: 10,000 Points of Life

Ecologist and author Larry Stevens describes the great diversity of life
that occupy Arizona springs, including rare plants, strange insects, and
the remarkable group of Arizona fish, reptiles, birds, and mammals. All
ages welcome. Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online
registration required.

Sunday, February 26 - 1:00 — 2:00 p.m.

Agua Caliente Park Ranch House Gallery

Hours: November — April, Wednesday — Sunday, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
January 7 — February 8: Animal Treasures the paintings and drawings of
North American wildlife by Brenda Rentfro.

February 11 — March 15: Club Camera Tucson presents Lens Masters of
the Southwest, fine art and award winning photography showcasing the
landscapes, life and culture of the great American Southwest.

Online Registration: visit www.pima.gov/nrpr to create a profile, register, and pay program fees

FEBRUARY FEATURED PARK:

Tucson Mountain Park

Tucson  Mountain Park’s rugged
mountain slopes, expansive valleys,
and riparian corridors offer inspiring
views and dramatic sunsets. Wander
the unique geology of these saguaro
studded peaks, and enjoy the array
of plants and animals that call this
desert scrub home. The extensive trail
system provides hiking opportunities
ranging from leisurely to challenging.
Check out our new Tucson Mountain
Park trail map online.

Gilbert Ray*
Campground

z

Online registration: www.pima.gov/nrpr
Program information — Phone: 520-615-7855
Email: eeducation@pima.gov

Hike Brown Mountain Trail

Enjoy the scenic and rugged beauty of the Tucson Mountains on this
2-mile guided hike with a Pima County naturalist. Ages 12 and up. Brown
Mountain Trailhead, 8451 W. McCain Loop Road.

Tuesdays, January 3 and 24, February 7 and 21 - 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Hike Yetman Trail

During a 2 to 3-mile, easy to moderate level hike, we search for signs
of wildlife that use this area as a travel corridor and we visit the ruins
of the old stone Bowen House. Ages 12 and up. Free with Membership,
Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration required. Camino de Oeste
Trailhead, 400 N. Camino de Oeste.

Saturday, January 7 - 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Birding Tucson Mountain Park

Joinalocal birding expert for a quided walk to see rufous-winged sparrows,
gilded flickers, phainopeplas, and many other desert birds. Ages 12 and
up. Free with Membership, Non-Member $5 fee. Online registration
required. Ironwood Picnic Area, 1500 S. Kinney Road at Hal Gras Road.
Saturdays, January 14 and February 4 - 8:00 — 10:00 a.m.

Beat Back Buffelgrass Day

Join your friends and neighbors to remove invasive buffelgrass. There are
multiple locations throughout Pima County including Tucson Mountain Park.
Ages 12 and up. Free. Register online www.pagregion.com/buffelgrass.
Saturday, January 21 - 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.

A Night Under the Stars

Explore the wonder and unfold the mysteries of the night sky. Tucson
Amateur Astronomy Association volunteers provide an introduction
to the night sky and set up telescopes for celestial viewing. Feel free
to bring your lawn chair. All ages welcome. Weather permitting. Free.
Registration not required. Ironwood Picnic Area, 1500 S. Kinney Road
at Hal Gras Road.

Saturdays, January 28 and February 25 - 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.



