
VOLUNTEER MEETING
Be sure to attend the first Volunteer 
Meeting of 2015 on Friday, January 23 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Brandi Fenton 
Memorial Park Visitor Center, 3482 E. River 
Road. Our guest speaker is geologist Richard 
Conway speaking on “The Curious Geology of 
Southern Arizona”. Imagine a volcano erupting down 
the street or swimming through a garden of sea lilies in 
the current of an ancient sea. Or imagine being lost in a 
great desert of endless sand dunes, all without leaving 
the spot we now call Pima County. This presentation 
will give you some insight into Arizona’s geologic his-
tory and may help you see a different world where you 
live. Richard Conway is a retired geology professor who 
loves to tell stories about planet Earth.

BEAT BACK BUFFELGRASS DAY 
Join other dedicated volunteers for the annual Beat 
Back Buffelgrass Day community-wide event sponsored 
by the Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination Cen-
ter on Saturday, January 24. You can go online at buffel-
grass.org to sign up at one of the designated sites or 
you can register a site of your own. Help us control this 
serious threat to the biodiversity of our Sonoran Desert!

Buffelgrass has 
introduced a new 
wildfire risk into an 
ecosystem that is 
not fire adapted. It 
grows in dense stands, 
crowds out native 
plants, and negatively 
impacts native wildlife 
species and their 
habitat. Buffelgrass 
is considered a 
particularly serious 
threat to the saguaro 
cactus, the iconic 
plant of the Sonoran 
Desert Ecoregion, and 

is extremely detrimental to desert tortoise 
and mule deer habitat. Desert wildfires 
worsen the buffelgrass invasion because 
buffelgrass is able to quickly respond to 

fires, filling in the newly disturbed areas 
with seedlings. Buffelgrass not only impacts 

native ecosystems and conservation efforts, it 
also poses a serious threat to life, property, tourism, and 
the regional economy.

NEW ANZA EXHIBIT AND TOOL 
COLLECTION AT HISTORIC 
HACIENDA DE LA CANOA 
In October of 1775, Lt. Colonel Juan Batista de Anza led 
an expedition of over 200 men, women, and children 
from Tubac to establish a settlement at San Francisco 
Bay. They arrived in March 1776. A new Anza Exhibit at 
Canoa Ranch tells the story of the soldiers and families 
who made the epic journey. Learn about the challenges 
they encountered, including a snow storm and nearly 
starving during part of their travels. 

Thank you to vol-
unteer Vern Butler 
for his generous 
donation of ranch-
ing and farming 
tools which are now 
on display at Canoa 
Ranch. Find out 
what a cow kicker is 
and how it is used 
by checking out 
the tool collection, 
located at the ranch 
blacksmith shop. 
Volunteers and the 
public enjoy listen-
ing to Vern interpret 
the tools and guessing how they are used. Vern’s dona-
tion is very much appreciated and is a great addition to 
the ranch interpretive displays. 
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ARIZONA HISTORY AND WILDLIFE 
LECTURES
The following January lecture programs are excellent 
opportunities to learn about our state’s history and 
wildlife. See you there.

Steam and Steel Rails: The Arrival of the Railroad, Arizona 
Culture Keeper, JJ Lamb, Sunday, January 11, 1:00-2:00 
p.m., Agua Caliente Park, 12325 E. Roger Road. Reserva-
tions required. 

Father Kino: The Noblest Southwesterner of All, Rosie Garcia 
and Mark O’Hare of the Kino Heritage Society, Friday, 
January 23, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Joyner-Green Valley Branch, 
601 N. La Canada Drive, Green Valley. Reservations not 
required, but space is limited.

Report from the Frontier, Author Barbara Marriott, Sunday, 
January 25, 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Agua Caliente Park, 12325 E. Roger Road. Reservations 
required.

REQUESTS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Nuts about Nature Program 
Our Nuts About Nature preschool program continues to 
be popular, attracting between 12 and 20 families each 
class! Toddlers, along with their parents, explore a dif-
ferent nature topic each session through a combination 
of literature, activities and crafts, all while practicing 
a myriad of school-ready skills. This bimonthly pro-
gram meets at Agua Caliente Park every first and third 
Wednesday morning of the month. With so much exu-

berant energy, it would be great to have an extra pair of 
hands onsite to guide groups in activities and help out 
with crafts.  If you are interested in helping out please 
contact Julie Strom at julie.strom@pima.gov.

History Days School Programs
In 2015 Arizona History Day will be offered at both Agua 
Caliente Park on Tuesday, February 10 and, for the first 
time, at Canoa Ranch on Thursday, March 12. The pro-
gram is aimed at students in the 4th grade studying Ari-
zona history. Approximately 175 students are expected 
at Agua Caliente Park. At Canoa Ranch the number of 
participants is limited to 60 students. Many volunteers are 
needed to assist the environmental education staff with 
these events. Please contact Steve Russell at steve.rus-
sell@pima.gov if you have questions or want to explore 
how you might get involved with these popular events.

Interested in Volunteering? Email us at eeducation@pima.gov
Call us at Environmental Education Office 520-615-7855


