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Table A-1.  Public involvement documents 

Date Document 

10/12/2007 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) formation notice published in the Daily Territorial  
on October 12 and 15, 2007  

1/31/2008 CAC meeting agenda 
1/31/2008 CAC meeting sign-in sheets – not available 
1/31/2008 CAC meeting summary 

1/31/2008 CAC meeting handouts: Project Features Sheet, Project Area Maps, PCDOT Community 
Participation and Mitigation Ordinance  

4/10/2008 Invitation to CAC members regarding CAC meeting (example) 
5/6/2008 CAC meeting agenda 
5/6/2008 CAC meeting sign-in sheets 

5/6/2008 CAC meeting handouts: Engineering 101 Fact Sheet, RTA pamphlet, binder cover for CAC 
members (example) 

5/6/2008 CAC meeting summary 
7/13/2011 Invitation to CAC members and community members regarding CAC meeting (example) 
7/25/2011 CAC meeting agenda (same as meeting notice) 
7/25/2011 CAC meeting sign-in sheets  
7/25/2011 CAC meeting summary 
10/18/2011 Invitation to CAC members regarding CAC meeting (example) 
10/24/2011 CAC meeting sign-in sheets 
10/24/2011 CAC meeting summary 
12/2011 Public Open House notice 
12/12/2011 Public Open House sign-in sheets 
12/12/2011 Comment form distributed at Public Open House 
12/12/2011 Public Open House comment summary 
12/12/2011 Public Open House summary of responses to comments 
  
  
  
 

 















































Valencia Road: Ajo Highway to Mark Road
 Improvement Project

Kickoff Meeting Summary

Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
Thursday, Jan. 31, 2008
Lawrence Elementary School
4850 W. Jeffrey Road
Tucson, AZ 85757

CAC Members Present at Meeting:
• Dennis Cady
• Karen Daniels
• Theodore Early
• Michael Flynn
• Steve Loveless
• Marshall Prewitt
• Erick Ramirez

CAC Members Not in Attendance:
• Wanda Banks
• Dennis Denton
• Jose Hernandez
• Adna Jones
• Paul Kidder
• David Ramirez
• Wesley Scott

Attending from Project Team:
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Priscilla Cornelio, Rick Ellis,

Annabelle Quihuis, Louis Gonzales, Tom Nunn, George Malesky
• Castro Engineering: Frank Fry, Kevin Payne
• Gordley Design Group: Jan Gordley, Susan Parcells

Materials Distributed:
• Agenda
• Binder for CAC members

o Project Features
o Project Area Maps
o Pima County Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance

Rick Ellis, PCDOT Engineering Manager, opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m., introduced himself and
thanked everyone for attending. He introduced Priscilla Cornelio, PCDOT Director, who again thanked
everyone for taking on the responsibility of being a working member on the CAC. She went on to
explain that this road improvement project is voter-approved as a part of the Regional Transportation
Authority (RTA) plan and funding. She said that the purpose of this phase of the analysis/evaluation is



to define the needs regarding construction improvements on Valencia Road from Ajo Highway to Mark
Road, a project that will begin construction in the next five years. A key project objective for this group
is to become a successful CAC and to work with PCDOT closely over the next 24 months.

Rick stepped forward to go over the evening’s agenda. He asked for each CAC member to give his or
her name, and to explain why each member accepted the CAC position. After introductions, he
explained what the County was looking for from CAC members:

1) Feedback and verification of ideas, observations and possible solutions.
2) Community representation; How do discussed ideas work for other individuals in the

community?
3) Advocate the project and educate the community about the project; and make sure the project

improvements will make sense to rest of the community.

Rick introduced Annabelle Quihuis, PCDOT Community Relations Manager, who introduced the
outreach team that included herself, Louis Gonzalez, Jan Gordley from Gordley Design Group and
Britton Dornquast, RTA “Mainstreet” business assistance manger.

Annabelle discussed the CAC Scope of Review, and asked members to review page eight of the
Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance included in their binders. She elaborated on the
ordinance and covered CAC functions, duties and how the members would represent the community.
She went on to explain how CAC members were selected. A newspaper ad was placed to solicit
applicants. Over 60 applications were received, they were reviewed internally and 14 were selected—
making sure the project area was represented equally. CAC members personally introduced themselves
and gave a brief explanation of what prompted them to be part of the CAC.

She explained the function of the CAC, which is to write a recommendation letter to the Pima County
Board of Supervisors (BOS) addressing issues and concerns regarding the project Design Concept
Report (DCR) and Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR).  The Board of
Supervisors (BOS) will review the CAC’s recommendations, then will either approve or request
additional changes to the DCR and EAMR. Forty-five days before this letter goes to the BOS, the
recommendation letter will go public, and PCDOT will host a public open house. The recommendation
letter written by the CAC will be based on the DCR and EAMR, which will be provided to the CAC in
portions.

The PCDOT Web site, http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov, will have project development and utility
information, along with future meeting dates posted for CAC member and public reference. Annabelle
and Louis added that the Web site would be a good way for the public to communicate with team
members. The County will post contact information for CAC members on the Web site as well.

Annabelle introduced Frank Fry, Castro Engineering Project Manager. Frank introduced Tom Nunn and
George Malesky of PCDOT, noting that they too will be involved in the project. Frank asked CAC
members and the audience to review the project features outline provided to them. He walked them
through the outline, the purpose of the improvements, and the roadway analysis and evaluation that will
take place on the six-mile stretch of Valencia Road over the next two years of Phase One.
Valencia Road from Ajo Highway to Mark Road has been deemed a “Desert Parkway” which will
require evaluation on the criteria of that title. He went on to explain the project, the needs and obstacles
of the terrain, including sheet flooding, traffic flow, multimodal designs and improvements. The County
is planning to use an all-weather street surface for emergency service providers. He described the



engineering phases of the project. Phase One is the design concept phase, in which the EAMR and DCR
will be completed. Phase Two is when the project goes into design/construction.

He said that the project team would be following the Roadway Design manual from Pima County, and
that one of the conditions in it is to use rubberized asphalt to pave the roadway. Frank explained to those
in attendance that this is the “quiet pavement” often used for noise reduction. He went on to describe the
different reports that will be prepared. These included the DCR, a geotechnical pavement design report,
a lighting report, artwork, a traffic report and analysis, and a drainage report. Frank said that drainage is
a major issue, as it may affect the all-weather surface. Also, as the project may affect several washes, the
Army Corp of Engineers will be involved, which means a possible 404 Permit will need to be attained.

Another consideration, Frank pointed out, was Right-of-Way (ROW) and easement acquisition. There
may be areas where additional ROW will be needed. He assured those present in the meeting room that
the project team will work closely with homeowners and CAC members to address any ROW concerns.

Rick Ellis opened the floor to questions:

• Homeowners’ concerns about flood insurance: How would homeowners be impacted with changing
stormwater flow? Flow re-direction is thoroughly analyzed, and impacts will be addressed during
Phase One.

• What does the realignment look like for Ajo Highway and Valencia Road?
Each intersection is individually designed, and Phase One is when that issue will be reviewed. The
stakeholders will review the impact study to better decide what has not yet been defined. Two major
corridors come together in this re-alignment, so the needs assessment will also take into account
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) and Tucson International Airport.

• Plans for alternative routes during construction? PCDOT will make every effort to accommodate
traffic with alternative routes. PCDOT’s Valencia Road improvement schedule may overlap with
ADOT’s Ajo Highway improvement schedule to reduce the continuous construction impact on the
region.

• Camino Verde issues during construction: How will neighbors be impacted by the road closures,
alternative route issues, and enforcement issues? Pima County Flood Control has the lead on the
Camino Verde project, not Transportation. However, PCDOT will make every effort to reduce the
impact on the community.

• What plans are being considered for dust abatement in the area? PCDOT will make every effort to
reduce the dust impact on the community.

• Pedestrians and neighbors walk a lot in this area; can information boards be placed along the
stretch of construction for neighbors to read the information? The idea will be taken under
advisement.

• Why is it going to take five years? With the improvements requiring analysis and surveys to ensure
all required information is available to begin the design phase, it generally takes two years for Phase
One. Phase Two (design/construction), generally takes three years. By starting the process early, we
will be prepared if, at any time during Phase Two, another project falls away. This would allow for
an earlier start to this project.



The question and answer session ended and the CAC members were requested to choose a chairperson
or co-chairs and decide on a weeknight for further CAC meetings. Tuesday evenings will be CAC
meeting nights for the remainder of the project.

Marshall Prewitt and Michael Flynn were selected as co-chairpersons for the CAC. The meeting
concluded at 8:15 p.m.















 

 

 

 

Valencia Road 
Ajo Highway to Mark Road 

 
Community Advisory Committee  

Meeting No. 2 
May 6, 2008 

 
Processes, Engineering Standards and Procedures for Roadway 

Design (Engineering 101) 
 

 

   
6:30 P.M. on Thursday, May 6, 2008 
Lawrence Elementary School 
4850 W. Jeffrey Road, Tucson, Arizona 

 
 

Introduction to Processes, Engineering Standards and Procedures for Roadway Design (Engineering101) 
 
 
Many different professionals in many different disciplines are involved in the planning and preparation of a 
Regional Roadway project of this size. The impacts of the construction and the finished roadway are examined in 
detail to create the most safe, functioning and efficient roadway possible. Due to the large scale and geographical 
area that this portion of Valencia Road is located in a list of impacts is being examined to achieve these goals. It is 
our hopes that this meeting is will help provide you with an overview of the many aspects that go into the 
planning of a project such as this, and it will allow you to voice your questions and concerns in reference to the 
portion of the planning process that is appropriate.  
 
Currently there are approximately 50 active professionals participating in the planning of Valencia Road from Ajo 
Highway to Mark Road. These professionals represent roadway design, environmental, geotechnical, traffic, 
utility, noise, flood control, maintenance, Tucson Airport Authority, and RTA representatives. In addition to the 
team currently working on the preliminary planning processes, design and construction will require the 
coordination between the above professionals and public entities, such as the US Army Corps, Bureau of Land 
Management, Tohono O’odham Nation, Arizona Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway 
Administration, and Tucson Unified School Discrict.  
 

A. Assessments/Impacts-Factors that may be reviewed:  
•    Traffic Engineering 
• Basic Field Survey 
• Environmental – existing/ projected  

i. wildlife habitat 
ii. endangered wildlife 

iii. endangered plants 
iv. residential 
v. commercial 

• Drainage  
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CAC Mtg. No. 2 - Engineering 101 
5/8/2008 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

• Utilities 
• Cross Jurisdictional/ Inter-governmental issues 
• Right – of – way/ easement 
• Schools  
• Neighborhood factors 
• Business factors 

 
B. Preliminary Analysis/Survey:  

• Current and future safety 
• Current Level of Service (LOS) 
• Projected demand and future LOS 
• Typical Sections 
• Drainage Requirements 

 
C. Services performed during prelim analysis:  

• Study of Recorded Documents 
• RTA design compliance 
• SWIP design compliance 
• PAG-HCT 
• Outside agency issues 
• Scheduling of design with anticipated construction scheduling 
• Various impact studies 
• Flood Plain compliance 

 
D. Preliminary roadway cross-section concepts: Again more assessments, analysis, legal issues etc. 

• Number of lanes needed 
• Design speed and proposed posted speed limit 
• Clear zone requirements/roadside design guidelines 
• Assessment of median section 
• Assessment of pedestrian needs  
• Curbs versus no curbs 
• Roadway drainage 

 
E. Evaluation of information gathering:  

• Engineering Standards of Practice 
• Continued coordination of regional documents (SWIP) and agencies (PAG, ADOT etc.) 
• Continued examination of constructability of design. 

 
F. American Disabilities Act (ADA) 

• Sidewalks/Paths/Pedestrian facilities 
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G. Funding Allocations 
• City/County 
• RTA 
• Federal 

 
H. Historic, cultural, archaeological issues 

• Studies being prepared. 
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Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 
Lawrence Elementary School 
4850 W. Jeffrey Road 
Tucson, AZ 85757 
 
CAC Members Present at Meeting: 
• Dennis Cady 
• Karen Daniels 
• Dennis Denton 
• Theodore Early 
• Michael Flynn 
• Adna Jones 
• Paul Kidder 
• Marshall Prewitt 
• Erick Ramirez 
• Wesley Scott 
 
CAC Members Not in Attendance: 
• Wanda Banks 
• Jose Hernandez 
• Steve Loveless 
• David Ramirez 
 
Attending from Project Team: 
• Pima County Department of Transportation (PCDOT): Rick Ellis, Louis Gonzales, John McManus  
• Castro Engineering: Frank Fry, Nathan Ortega, Kevin Payne  
• Gordley Design Group: Susan Parcells, Jamie Van Goethem 
 
Materials Distributed: 
• Agenda 
• Engineering 101 Fact Sheet 
• Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) pamphlets 
• Binder for CAC members 
 
Frank Fry, Castro Engineering Project Manager, opened the CAC meeting for Valencia Road: Ajo 
Highway to Mark Road at 6 p.m., introduced himself and thanked everyone for attending. He then 
introduced the project team. The agenda for the evening would cover an introduction to engineering 
tactics and steps that must be followed for solving the issues and problems in the roadway design. Louis 
Gonzales, Pima County Community Relations, came forward and reviewed the County’s intention of 
working with the CAC. The project team and County will ask that a majority of CAC members write a 
letter of endorsement to the Pima County Board of Supervisors supporting the project and design. In 
addition, the CAC could bring concerns or project additions to the Board’s attention. The CAC will also 



be able to attend public meetings and hear concerns from the public. Louis will distribute a tentative 
schedule of public meetings and other milestones to the CAC at a later date. 
 
Frank began discussing items on the agenda and the fact sheet. The evening’s content primarily covered 
the basics of engineering and the design process. Frank discussed how the first steps for a project are to 
research the existing conditions known throughout the corridor. Proposed conditions are compiled, and 
future conditions are proposed based on a 20-year design and projected capacity demands in the area. 
Existing conditions include vehicular and pedestrian traffic safety issues. The geometrics and current 
roadway cross section are also reviewed in addition to: turning lanes and directional movement counts; 
average daily traffic of Valencia Road and side streets; capacity and level of service of the current traffic 
(traffic service ranges from Level A to E, with E being the most heavy traffic. Most projects are 
designed for a Level D); posted speed limits; percentage of heavy vehicles; and where signals will be 
needed in the future. The proposed conditions are then reviewed. This is based on demand, and usually 
the traffic consultant goes for a 20-year design so the team knows how to project build-out for vehicle 
and pedestrian use. 
 
The project team works closely with an environmental consultant that researches and collects data on 
existing cultural resources, biological factors, vegetation survey, jurisdictional waters, hazardous 
materials, air quality and noise variables. He went into specifics regarding drainage and the existing 
conditions on this project. Sheet flow on the roadway (water flow over the roadway) is a large issue in 
this corridor. The hydraulics will be evaluated for capacity on existing culverts and structures, and the 
existing water surface profile. Based on this water and drainage profile for the roadway, a  
two-dimensional model will be made that will analyze the sheet flow. 
 
Next, Frank went over the Geotechnical Analysis. Right-of-Way (ROW) and easement permits are to be 
obtained, and Bluestake marking is done prior to drilling. Land and aerial surveys are completed, and 
the soil borings are sent to labs to analyze the conditions. Recommendations will be made from the 
analyzed samples and will provide data on the location of signal pole locations, retaining structures, 
pavement sections and drainage design. Utility providers are coordinated with, and a base map of all 
existing locations is created. Proposed utility locations are also mapped at this time as an attempt to 
avoid conflicts with the proposed roadway and drainage improvements. When necessary, the County 
and project team will collaborate with utilities as needed for relocation. 
 
Frank discussed intergovernmental issues. For the Valencia Road corridor between Ajo Highway and 
Mark Road, the project team must coordinate with the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Land Management, the Federal 
Highway Administration and the Tucson Unified School District. 
 
Frank opened the floor for questions and concerns from the CAC members: 
 
• How is ADOT involved at the west end of the project? The Valencia Road project intersects with 

State Route (SR) 86 (Ajo Highway) which is an ADOT roadway. We will coordinate with them as 
needed. 

 
• Is Valencia Road looked at as a direct route to Interstate 19? Based on traffic studies, the bulk of 

traffic uses the ADOT highway (SR 86). However, Valencia Road and Ajo Highway are considered 
major east-west routes. 

 



• What is the basis for the improvements to Valencia Road in the future? The traffic engineering report 
works toward a 20-year design. The corridor study will identify three construction projects and a 
possible interim improvement for the short-term needs. The Pima County Southwest Infrastructure 
Plan (SWIP) identifies what the region may look like in 20 to 30 years. 

 
• How is noise abatement determined? This is based on the noise report, and the factors include 

topography, the proposed roadway profile and a typical section. The readings are put into a noise 
model that will determine the decibels in the area. A noise-oriented CAC meeting is scheduled for 
the future.  

 
• Why do Craycroft Road and Valencia Road look different in regards to design and median 

locations? The topography, vegetation and lane configurations of the two roadways are different. 
Valencia Road and Craycroft Road have different environmentally sensitive issues. 

 
• Why are the rocks and rip-rap painted along Valencia Road? Different areas of Tucson require 

different landscaping and artistic solutions. 
 
• Is the design year based on 20 years from now or 20 years after the report is finished? The design 

year is 2030, which is 20 years from the year 2010. For the traffic report, Pima Association of 
Governments and SWIP do traffic modeling to get future traffic conditions. 

 
Frank continued to discuss engineering basics by covering the preliminary roadway cross-section 
concepts. Roadway typical sections include the design speed and posted speed; medians; the number of 
travel lanes; and pedestrian and equestrian requirements, in addition to curbs, medians, soft paths and 
drainage needs. Traffic data, utilities and the typical section are only a few of the elements that go into 
the final working project. All data is combined and can lead to numerous alternative solutions. A 
roadway design must be chosen that works with all entities and elements involved. The engineers and 
County must also determine that the proposed alternatives are constructible. They must meet funding, 
sequencing/phasing and permit requirements. 
 
Frank discussed drainage requirements in the area and the concern of the water surface elevation level 
(WSEL). Requirements of the WSEL on the proposed improvements on Valencia Road cannot raise 
water levels more than a tenth of a foot, and the water velocity cannot increase more than 10 percent. 
The drainage goal for the improvements is to put the 100-year storm flow under the roadway, with no 
more than one foot of water flow over the roadway. Additional project factors include historic, cultural 
and archaeological issues, as well as funding, which for this project, will come from multiple sources, 
including Pima County, the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) and possibly the federal 
government.  
 
• Does the proposed design include bike paths or lanes? One concept includes a travel lane with a 

paved shoulder that can be used as a bike lane. There is an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
applicable paved, recreational, soft path on one side that can also be used for bicycle traffic. 

 
• Will Pima County put utilities underground? The County cannot pay for undergrounding utilities, as 

they are cost prohibitive. However, it is an option to have joint utility trenches. 
 
• What will happen to the maintenance schedule when we get closer to construction commencement? 

Rick Ellis, PCDOT Engineering Manager, explained that potholes would be fixed as needed right up 



and through the construction start date. Interim signals can still be installed if needed. Most things 
that are more major than pothole repairs will wait until the construction phase.  

 
• What is the next step for this project? Louis explained that the team will meet with the CAC 

chairpersons. The CAC is encouraged to meet outside of the scheduled County meetings so that 
questions and concerns can be brought back to the team. Frank and the team can research any 
questions and bring answers back to the members. 

 
• Can the right-of-way for the high-pressure gas line be used for recreational spaces? Rick and John 

McManus, PCDOT Traffic Engineer, explained that some of it has already been utilized in this 
manner. Additional parks and equestrian trails have been placed on hold due to the current economic 
situation. 

 
• Does the SWIP Web site show what the completed roadway could look like? Yes. The Web site 

(www.pima.gov/wwm/reports/sw_infra_plan.htm) describes what expected commercial, residential 
and recreational development in the area may look like. 

 
• Are there a minimum number of people who can be on a CAC? Five is the minimum. Fifteen is the 

ideal number of members. 
 
• Will future developments place things underground? Existing drainage and traffic conditions are 

nearly finished. However, future developers in the area may choose this option. 
 
Louis Gonzales stepped forward and discussed how he will work with the CAC chairpersons to set up 
additional meetings. The CAC will help the team develop and plan the project; the Board of Supervisors 
wants the CAC’s endorsement on behalf of their communities. CAC members are encouraged to take 
information back to their neighborhood associations and notify people of the meetings and progress. 
Louis will make sure members have updated contact information for the team and for each other. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 













 

 
PIMA COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
201 NORTH STONE AVENUE, FOURTH FLOOR 

TUCSON, ARIZONA  85701-1207 

 

   
 

PRISCILLA S. CORNELIO, P. E.              (520) 740-6410 
DIRECTOR                FAX (520) 740-6439 
 
October 18, 2011 
 
 
Subject: Valencia Road: Mark Road to Mountain Eagle Road 
  Community Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
 
The Pima County Department of Transportation will be hosting a Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
meeting for the Valencia Road: Mark Road to Mountain Eagle Road Project.  
 
The meeting will be held on Monday, October 24, 2011 from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Lawrence School Cafeteria 
located at 4850 W. Jeffrey Road.  
 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the following: 
 

• CAC Involvement/ Responsibilities in EAMR Process 
• Overview of EAMR by HDR 
• Review of Project Charter 
• Other Issues 

 
If you have any questions regarding the meeting, please contact me at (520) 740-6410 or e-mail 
LouisC.Gonzales@dot.pima.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
The Valencia West Project Team 
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October 25, 2011 
 
 
CAC Meeting 
Valencia Road; Mark Road to Wade Road 
 
Meeting was held at Lawrence Elementary School, located at 4850 W. Jeffrey Road on 
October 24, 2011 at 6PM. Everyone was welcome and introduction were made by 
everyone in attendance. 
 
*CAC Members; Dennis Denton, Scott Driver, Theodore C. Early, David Ramirez, 
Artemio Hoyos and Adna Jones. 
 
*Valencia Project Team; Paul Bennett, Rick Ellis, Bob Britton, Catherine Silvester, Scott 
Stapp and Louis Gonzales. 
 
*Community Member; Mr. & Mrs. Ruben Padilla 
 
Catherine Silvester explained the EAMR to the CAC by going over the index and what 
was contained in the report. Attached are the meeting notes from her presentation. 
 
Paul Bennett also presented the RTA Project Charter for Valencia Road. A copy of the 
charter was also provided. 
 
I explained steps the CAC would need to take by first selecting a chairperson. After some 
discussion, Scott Drivers was select as the chairperson for the Valencia CAC. We also 
offered any assistance in reserving a site for future meeting as a group. The CAC was 
asked to write a letter acknowledging the project with concerns and also endorsing the 
scope and design. A sample letter was given to each member from a previous CAC 
group. The CAC would be getting back together towards the end of November to receive 
the letter. In the mean time the members would be meeting to discuss the EAMR.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Louis Gonzales 
Community Relations Specialist 
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Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report 
• Pima County document that presents project impacts to natural, social and economic 

issues, identifies measures to minimize the impacts and identifies agency coordination 
and parties responsible for implementing the measures.  

• Prepared in accordance with the Pima County Roadway Design Manual (2010) 

• Once the document has gone through review by the CAC, it will be presented to the 
Board of Supervisors for approval. 

Because the project is federally funded, another environmental clearance document meeting 
federal requirements will be prepared and submitted to the Federal Highway Administration. 

 

Present the general layout and content of the document and then discuss key issues from 
the report. 

• Executive Summary – off-white paper 

• Chapter 1 – Project Background………………………..page 1 

o Project background – location, general project information 

o The project’s cost and funding  

o The design process which identifies the tasks and reports that have been 
completed to date – as reports and design become finalized, they will be posted on 
the project website. The report directs readers to the website for the studies and 
designs being referenced in the report.  

• Chapter 2 – Purpose and Need…………………………..page 5 

o The needs are described in detail 

 Meet transportation planning objectives 

 Improve traffic capacity and operations 

 Create an all-weather roadway 

 Provide multimodal connectivity – such as sidewalks, bicycle lanes 
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• Chapter 3 – Project Setting……………………………….page 6 

o Presents existing conditions including land use, existing transportation facilities, 
general natural landscape 

• Chapter 4 – Proposed Project……………………………page 8 

o Lists the proposed improvements in detail 

• Chapter 5 – Environmental Screening………………….page 14 

o Process conducted early to identify issues and impacts that need to be considered 
during the design and evaluation process.  

o This chapter describes the process and the findings of the screening. 

• Chapter 6 – Environmental Assessment and Mitigation..page 14 

o Natural, social and economic issues are individually presented and evaluated in 
this chapter.  

o For each issue, applicable laws and regulations are described, the existing 
conditions are presented, potential impacts are identified and measures to 
minimize the impacts are presented. Any needed permits are identified. 

o The project’s consistency with local and regional plans are evaluated. 

• Chapter 7 – Agency Coordination……………………..page 44 

o List of agencies involved in the project.  

• Chapter 8 – Public Participation………………………page 45 

o Describes the public participation process and activities and lists comments 
received by the community to date. 

o Appendix A – includes all of the public involvement materials from public 
meetings to date. 

• Chapter 9 – Conclusions and Recommendations…….page 48 

o Table summarizing the project impacts and the measures to minimize each 
impact, the party responsible for the measures (County, contractor, utility), and 
the agency who involved in the measure.  

o This table also included in the Executive Summary. 
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Key Environmental Findings: 
• Environmentally Sensitive Roadway 

o along Pima County Scenic Route 

o contains Important Riparian Area regulated by the Pima County flood control 
district 

o These characteristics designate the project as an environmentally sensitive 
roadway, and Pima County has specified design, evaluation and mitigation 
measures for environmentally sensitive roadways.  

o Described in Chapter 6.2.4 Consistency with Other Plans. 

• Biological Resources – Chapter 6.1.1 

o Pima pineapple cactus – evaluated in a Biological Evaluation. Proposing no effect 
– surveys were conducted and no plants are within the project limits and plants 
outside of project limits will be avoided during construction.  

o Biological Evaluation is being reviewed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Federal Highway Administration will need to approve the report.  

o Native plants – environmentally sensitive roadway landscape design replaces 
plants to existing composition and distribution 

o Migratory birds – Pima County will remove trees and cholla that will be disturbed 
from within the project limits outside of the nesting season to avoid impacts to 
nesting birds 

o Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan species – evaluated for potential to occur. 
Impacts would be minimized through the limited project footprint in suitable 
habitat and through the measures for migratory birds. 

o Burrowing owls – suitable habitat is present so preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted. 

• Drainage and floodplain – Chapter 6.1.2 

o The project will impact floodplains. 

o The Pima County Flood Control District will need to review and approve the 
drainage design and the impacts to the floodplains.  

o The project will need to request a letter of map revision from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
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o Pima County Flood Control District regulates impacts to floodplains through 
mitigation of riparian habitat (such as Important Riparian Areas)  – the project 
will mitigate impacts to regulated riparian habitat through the landscape design. 

• Traffic Noise – Chapter 6.1.5 

o Noise analysis based on Pima County Noise Abatement Policy 

o Use traffic noise model to compare existing traffic noise levels with future (2030) 
traffic noise levels at each residence and commercial property. 

o Pima County’s criteria for providing noise abatement at residential properties –  
66 decibels; commercial properties – 71 decibels 

o Based on the model, future noise levels would not reach the criteria for noise 
abatement at any of the properties. 

o Appendix B – includes a figure showing the locations of the calculated noise 
levels for each property and table showing the existing and future traffic noise 
levels for each property.  

• Hazardous Materials – Chapter 6.1.7 

o Chevron station – potential hazardous material site of concern 

o No ground disturbance currently in the area; if need ground disturbance in the 
area of the station, then additional evaluation would be needed 

• Historic/ Cultural Resources – Chapter 6.1.9 

o Class III survey was conducted. 

o One previously recorded site was identified and isolated occurrences and roadside 
memorials were identified. 

o No cultural resources were considered eligible for listing in the National Register. 

o Valencia Road was evaluated for a historic structure – but not eligible for listing 
in the National Register. 

o No effect finding is proposed. 

o FHWA will seek concurrence on the findings with the land managing agencies in 
the project area, and will report the findings to the State Historic Preservation 
Office. 
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• Visual Resources – Chapter 6.1.10 

o Key issue for environmentally sensitive roadway. 

o Biggest impacts to visual resources – widened roadway, vegetation removal and 
drainage structures. 

o Project will incorporate landscaping design to replace vegetation consistent with 
the existing density and composition. 

o Use materials and colors that will incorporate the drainage structures into the 
landscape. 

o Appendix C – includes photo points from the analysis 

• Parks and Recreation Areas – Chapter 6.2.3 

o Pima County master plan includes two trails through the project area (Central 
Arizona Canal Trail and Black Wash Trail). These trails have been included to 
identify impacts the project may have on the future development of the trails. 

o The project would enhance the trails by facilitating users crossing Valencia Road 
and providing connectivity through sidewalks and paved shoulders for bicyclists. 

 

Any questions? 















 

Valencia Road 
 Wade Road to Mark Road  

 
Public Opinion Survey 

December 12, 2011 
 

 

 

Please return by Friday December 23, 2011 to: Louis Gonzales, Pima County Community Relations Office, 201 N. 

Stone 4th floor, Tucson, Arizona 85701 or Fax to 740-6439 or email Louis.Gonzales@dot.pima.gov. Project information 

can be viewed at: http://www.roadprojects.pima.gov/valenciawade/ 

 

1. What is your primary interest in Valencia Road? (check all that apply) 
 I live in rented property adjacent to this section of Valencia Road. 
 I own the property in which I live in the area adjacent to this section of Valencia Road. 
 I own rental property in the area adjacent to this section of Valencia Road. 
 I own or work in a business on this section of Valencia Road. 
 I regularly drive through this section of Valencia Road. 
 I regularly walk or bike through this section of Valencia Road. 
 Other, please explain.             

2. Please describe what you like about this project  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Please list any comments you have about design elements of the proposed roadway improvements, 

such as vehicle lanes, bike lanes, sidewalk, median, intersections, utilities, drainage, access, etc. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Please list any other comments you have about environmental elements of the proposed roadway 
improvements, such as landscape, noise, visual impacts, etc. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Please provide any other general comments you have about the project. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

City:  ____________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: _______________________  

e-mail:   _______________________________________________ Telephone:        
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