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Purpose:

The purpose of this procedure is to set forth criteria, requirements, and procedures under which
the department will consider placement of private signs in public road right-of-way.

Authority:

The County Engineer of Pima County is appointed the duly authorized representative of the
Board of Supervisors (the “Board"), with full power and authority to authorize on behalf of the
Board and to supervise the use of the public highways and public drainageways of this county,
for certain purposes other than authorized public travel or stormwater conveyance.

(Ord. 1988-181 § 1 (part), 1988: prior code § 35.48.010, AR.S. 11-251 Powers of board, County
Code 10.44 Construction in County Rights-of-way and 10.50 Regulations for use of the Public Right of
Way)

Definitions:
1. “Department” means Pima County Department of Transportation.
2. “County Engineer” means the director of the Pima County Department of

Transportation or assigned staff.
Criteria:

The County Engineer may approve a private sign in the public right-of-way only if all of the
following criteria are met.

1. The portion of the right-of-way in which the sign is proposed to be located abuts
private property that is owned or occupied by the person seeking to place the private
sign in the right-of-way;

2. There is a physical condition on the abutting property that is unusual or peculiar to
the abutting property that limits the visibility of private signs on the abutting property;

3. Prohibition of the sign in the right-of-way would create an unnecessary hardship to
the owner or occupant of the abutting property;

4. The request is not in conflict with state or federal law or other provisions of the Pima
County Code;
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5. The sign will not impact traffic safety, capacity, functional utility of the street system,
or maintenance activities.

Requirements:

If a private sign in the public right-of-way is approved, it must meet the foliowing placement and
design requirements.

1. Placement in the right-of-way shall not interfere with access, maintenance, and
operation of public highways, drainageways, thoroughfares, and facilities of the
county and cother parties licensed to operate within public right-of-way;

2. Placement in the right-of-way shall not interfere with the visibility of traffic signs,

traffic signals, or other governmental signs;

Sight visibility triangles and clear zones shall not be obstructed,

Private signs may be internally illuminated; however they shall not create a

distraction or safety hazard and must comply with all applicable regulations, including

the Qutdoor Lighting Code Moving parts, emitting sound, or features that distract
motorists or pedestrians are prohibited;

Private signs in the right-of-way shalil not be temporary except those allowed by law;

Private signs shall not be placed in the roadway median;

Private signs shall not present a hazard to motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians.

Nothing in this section shall be deemed to waive the requirements of Chapter 18.79

Sign Standards. All signs approved for placement in the right-of-way by Pima

County Department of Transportation shall comply with the development standards

in Section 18.79.110.E of the Pima County Code, and shall cbtain all required sign or

building permits from Pima County Development Services.
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Procedure:

Application for placement of a private sign in public right-of-way shall be made to the
County Engineer by submitting for a license agreement to Real Property Services and a
building permit to Development Services. The application shall include a legal
description and proof of ownership or occupancy of the abutting property, a plot plan
identifying the proposed location of the sign within the right-of-way, a dimensioned plan
indicating the size of the sign and sign copy, and a ietter justifying the request.

The Department of Transportation will review the request as part of the license
agreement process prior to processing for Board of Supervisors consideration. The
license agreement must be approved by the Board of Supervisors. Unless a reduced
amount is approved by Risk Management Depariment, a $5,000,000 commercial
general liability insurance policy to cover the intended sign must be provided. The
policy shall name Pima County as an additional insured and an original Certificate of
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Insurance must be returned with the license agreement. (Refer to Pima County, Board
of Supervisors Policy, F54.3 for further requirements).

3. Upon approval of the license agreement by the Board of Supervisors and prior to any
sign installation activities, the applicant shall obtain the required sign or building permits
from Pima County Development Services, and a right-of-way use permit from the
Department of Transportation. Application for sign and building permits shall be made
to Pima County Development Services at the same time as the application for license
agreement. Sign and building permit issuance will not occur until the license agreement
has been approved by the Board of Supervisors.

4. The county may remove any private sign that is not licensed or that is prohibited by law.
The cost of removal will be borne by the party responsible for placement of the private

sign.
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