Pima County Bond Advisory Committee
Meeting
Friday May 2, 2014
8:00 A.M.
River Park Inn
350 S. Freeway
Tucson, Arizona
SUMMARY OF MEETING
Committee Members Present
Larry Hecker, Chair
Carolyn Campbell, Vice Chair
Joe Boogaart
Ed Buster
Donald Chatfield
Gary Davidson
Tom Dunn (arrived at 8:10 am)
Brian Flagg
Terri Hutts
Michael Lund
David Lyons (arrived at 8:20 am)
Wade McLean
Ted Prezelski (left at 10:00 am)
Patty Richardson
James Ward
Tom Warne
Greg Wexler

Committee Members Absent
Paul Diaz
Rene Gastelum
Kelly Gottschalk
Chris Sheafe
Dan Sullivan
John Sundt

MOTIONS
MOTION: Michael Lund moved, seconded by Patty Richardson to approve the April 25,
2014 meeting summary, with one revision. Motion approved 15-0
MOTION: Tom Warne moved, seconded by James Ward, to move Pima County’s new
proposals forward, and requested research of the reclaimed water option for
the Agua Caliente Park project. Motion approved 17-0.
MOTION: Gary Davidson moved, seconded by Terri Hutts, to move the Sahuarita Pool
and Recreational Complex/YMCA project forward. Motion approved 17-0.
MOTION: Michael Lund moved, seconded by James Ward, to move the North Santa
Cruz Park and Quail Creek Park projects forward. Motion approved 17-0.

MOTION: Greg Wexler moved, seconded by Don Chatfield, to move the James D.
Kreigh Park Upgrades project forward. Motion approved 17-0.
MOTION: Greg Wexler moved, seconded by David Lyons, to move the Naranja Park
and River Front Park projects forward. Motion approved 17-0.
MOTION: Tom Warne moved, seconded by David Lyons, to move the JVYC/Ochoa Gym
and El Paso Southwestern Greenway projects forward. Motion approved 16-1.
MOTION: Wade McLean moved, seconded by Greg Wexler, to table the Lawrence Hiaki
Pathway project.
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Carolyn Campbell moved, seconded by Ed Buster, to move the
Lawrence Hiaki Pathway forward, as the Committee has done for
other projects, and request more information from the Pascua
Yaqui Tribe.
First Motion failed 14-3.
Substitute motion was approved 16-1.
MOTION: Brian Flagg moved, seconded by Joe Boogaart, to not move the Arizona
Velodrome project forward. Motion failed 9-7.
MOTION: Wade McLean moved, seconded by Tom Warne, to move the Arizona
Velodrome project forward. Motion approved 11-5.
MOTION: Terri Hutts moved, seconded by Wade McLean, to move the Ajo Community
Golf Course project forward. Motion approved 16-0.
MOTION: Tom Dunn moved, seconded by Gary Davidson, to move the First Tee of
Tucson Youth & Life Skills Center at Crooked tree Golf Course forward. Motion
approved 16-0.
MEETING SUMMARY
1.

Welcome

The meeting began at 8:05 a.m. with a quorum.
2.

Approval of the April 25, 2014 meeting summary

MOTION: Michael Lund moved, seconded by Patty Richardson to approve the April 25,
2014 meeting summary, with one revision. Motion approved 15-0.
3.

Possible 2015 Bond Election – Parks and Recreational Facilities
A. PIMA COUNTY – New Projects

Kino Sports Complex Repurposing and Expansion – Chris Bartos, Stadium District Director,
presented this project.

Discussion points included:
• Parking issues will be alleviated with the development of a 1,000 car parking
garage on the south side of Ajo Highway near the health facilities and shuttles
will be provided to move people from the garage to the north side soccer
facilities. The garage will be funded by revenues from employee fees for parking.
• The additional number of seats to be funded by this project would meet the
needs of FC Tucson even if they were to move up to a higher level within Major
League Soccer. The seats could be added to either side of the field.
• Attendance at soccer games averages 2,000 for spring games and 1,000 for
summer games.
• This project will address the parking issues that have resulted in the past when the
gem show facilities use parking areas at the same times as games are being
played in the main Kino Stadium south of Ajo.
County-wide Splash Pad Program – Chris Cawein, County Parks Director, introduced his
staff. Joe Barr presented the Splash Pad program.
Discussion points included:
• The facilities are user activated, but can be overridden during heavy use times.
• The City of Tucson has requested several splash pads, as have Oro Valley and
Sahuarita. The County Administrator has asked staff to map existing splash pads
and locate proposed new ones in areas that make the most sense regardless of
jurisdictional boundaries.
36th Street Natural Resource Park – Kerry Baldwin presented this project. There was no
discussion.
Agua Caliente Park Pond Restoration – Kerry Baldwin presented this project.
Discussion points included:
• Concerns that the development of more exempt wells in the area may
compromise this project.
• Although new wells in the area probably contributed to the initial reduction of
the aquifer below the level to feed the artesian springs, the aquifer appears
strong and should weather additional well development.
• An analysis of how many new wells could be developed at build out has not
been conducted.
• 5,000 to 10,000 members of the Friends of Agua Caliente Park care about these
ponds.
• The County should encourage the City to extend a reclaimed line to the ponds.
• Cost to extend the reclaimed line is unknown.
• There is no intent at this time to use reclaimed water as potable, drinking water.
• Extension of the reclaimed line could be funded via a revenue bond, but there
are issues with that.
Prickly Pear Park – Kerry Baldwin presented this project.

Discussion points included:
• It is located along River Road, just south of Orange Grove.
• Staff thinks that users of the park are a combination of neighbors and visitors from
other areas.
CAP Trail Program – Nancy Cole presented this project.
Discussion points included:
• Concerns about paving through Tucson Mountain Park. Mr. Huckelberry stated
that this option was no longer being considered.
• Conformation that $15,000 a mile is the average annual operations and
maintenance cost and that the cost would be funded by the Pima County
Regional Flood Control District.
• It would be a $20 million project, with $12 million in bond funding and $8 million
from the Bureau of Reclamation.
Public Comment:
Jim Knoll

Supports Agua Caliente Park project

MOTION – Tom Warne moved, seconded by James Ward, to move Pima County’s new
proposal forward, and requested research of the reclaimed water option for
the Agua Caliente Park project. Motion approved 17-0.
B. SAHUARITA – Tentatively Approved Project
Sahuarita Pool and Recreational Complex/YMCA – Debbie Summers, Parks and
Recreation Director provided a short update.
Discussion points included:
• Whether to incorporate adaptive recreational improvements for those with
special needs into the facility will be discussed as part of the public process.
• The public input process is already underway and the Town will be able to tell this
Committee what elements will be included in the project before this Committee
is asked to vote on the project.
MOTION: Gary Davidson moved, seconded by Terri Hutts, to move the Sahuarita Pool
and Recreational Complex/YMCA project forward. Motion approved 17-0.
C. SAHUARITA – New projects
North Santa Cruz Park Phase II and Quail Creek Veterans Memorial Park Phase II –
presented by Debbie Summers.
Discussion points:
• Town Manager has requested $1.5 million in next year’s budget for field
development. However, the Town would still like to keep both of these projects

•

on the list for consideration for bond funding in case that request is not
approved.
Concern that the pool and recreation project may need to be phased if the
Town also wants bond funds for a library.

MOTION: Michael Lund moved, seconded by James Ward, to move the North Santa
Cruz Park and Quail Creek Park projects forward. Motion approved 17-0.
D. ORO VALLEY – Tentatively Approved Projects
James D. Kreigh Park Upgrades – presented by Kristy Diaz-Trahan, Parks Director
Discussion points included:
• The project sheet should emphasize the partnership aspects of this project more.
• The project is tentatively approved at $1 million but Town is asking for $3 million.
MOTION: Greg Wexler moved, seconded by Don Chatfield, to move the James D.
Kreigh Park Upgrades project forward. Motion approved 17-0.
E. ORO VALLEY – Resubmittals and new projects
Naranja Park Improvements – presented by Kristy Diaz-Trahan, Parks Director
Discussion points included:
• The Town requested $9 million, but Mr. Huckelberry recommended $10 million
because it will be a regional park that will serve areas outside of the Town,
improvements will be phased, and it supports many of the other criteria that the
Committee adopted.
• If there are other funding sources, they should be listed on the projects sheet.
• The actual park elements will be determined prior to the fall when the
Committee will need to act.
• Concern that the bond funding amounts being requested by Oro Valley are too
high given their population.
• Response that the bond funding amounts being requested by Oro Valley are
reasonable based on their population.
• The Town is growing and the park would serve residents outside of the Town
boundary.
• Complements to the Town for planning ahead of growth instead of falling
behind like the City of Tucson.
• Park will be served by reclaimed water.
River Front Park – presented by Kristy Diaz-Trahan
Discussion points included:
• The park is located along Lambert Lane.
• Mr. Huckelberry recommends this project as it continues to build along the
existing river park system with the improvement of nodal parks.

Public Comment
Bob Schuman
Bill Schleckser

Support of Naranja Park for model airplanes
Support of Naranja Park for model airplanes

MOTION: Greg Wexler moved, seconded by David Lyons, to move the Naranja Park
and River Front Park projects forward. Motion approved 17-0.
F.

SOUTH TUCSON - New Project

El Paso Southwestern Greenway Construction – presented by Joel Gastelum
Discussion points included:
• Location of the trail and a business that would be impacted by other segments,
not this segment.
• Mr. Huckelberry supports this project as it is a true greenway to be located along
an old rail road track, and it does not involve on street improvements as do
some of the City of Tucson greenway proposals. The City of Tucson should list
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) funding and Neighborhood Reinvestment
funding as sources of other funding for the on street segments.
G. SOUTH TUCSON – Tentatively Approved Project
JVYC/Ochoa Gym – Joel Gastelum clarified that this project was still a priority for the
City, but a lower priority.
Discussion points included:
• Since the gym is so heavily used, why is this no longer a higher priority for the
City?
• Issues include the fact that Tucson Unified School District (TUSD) owns the gym
and it is technically just outside the City of South Tucson boundaries, within the
City of Tucson.
• Concerns that Oro Valley is seeking too much bond funding, whereas the City of
South Tucson can’t even get $1 million for a gym for kids.
• It was noted that the South Tucson and Oro Valley project sheets are lacking
operation and maintenance cost estimates. Staff will correct this over the
summer.
• The gym was ranked a Tier 1 project by the Bond Committee’s parks and
recreation subcommittee.
• It was suggested that the City of South Tucson address the City of Tucson Mayor
and Council or staff and TUSD to see if issues with this gym can be worked out.
For the purposes of this Committee’s consideration, a sponsoring jurisdiction
needs to be clearly identified, as well as who with be responsible for operations
and maintenance.
• Land adjacent to the property may not available.

Public Comment
Cesar Aguirre

Supports JVYC/Ochoa Gym

MOTION: Tom Warne moved, seconded by David Lyons, to move the JVYC/Ochoa Gym
and El Paso Southwestern Greenway projects forward. Motion approved 16-1.
H. PASCUA YAQUI TRIBE – Lawrence Hiaki Pathway
No one was present from the Tribe to address Mr. Huckleberry’s question regarding the
location of this project. Kelly Gomez, with the Tribe, had stated prior to the meeting
that someone would attend to address this issue.
MOTION: Wade McLean moved, seconded by Greg Wexler, to table the Lawrence Hiaki
Pathway project.
There was then a substitute motion.
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Carolyn Campbell moved, seconded by Ed Buster, to move the
Lawrence Hiaki Pathway forward, as the Committee has done for
other projects, and request more information from the Pascua
Yaqui Tribe.
First Motion failed 14-3.
Substitute motion was approved 16-1.
I.

ARIZONA VELODROME
Richard DeBernardis, president of Perimeter Bicycling, asked for more time to
increase the cost estimate per the County’s study, or let Perimeter Bicycling pay
the funds back over time.
Discussion points included:
• Zuckerman Foundation is no longer willing to fund an endowment for
operations that would have provided $200,000 a year. They pulled their
commitment due to the recession. Mr. DeBernardis will try to get another
commitment for operations before the Committee is asked to vote on this
project in the fall.
• The project is currently proposed at $5 million but could cost as much as
$10 million.

MOTION: Brian Flagg moved, seconded by Joe Boogaart, to not move the Arizona
Velodrome project forward. Motion failed 9-7.
MOTION: Wade McLean moved, seconded by Tom Warne, to move the Arizona
Velodrome project forward. Motion approved 11-5.

J. AJO COMMUNITY GOLF COURSE IMPROVEMENTS – Carol Peek spoke about the
need for the project.
MOTION: Terri Hutts moved, seconded by Wade McLean, to move the Ajo Community
Golf Course project forward. Motion approved 16-0.
K. FIRST TEE OF TUCSON YOUTH & LIFE SKILLS CENTER AT CROOKED TREE GOLF
COURSE
Mr. Huckelberry explained that those proposing this project are in the process of doing
more work to refine the proposal.
MOTION: Tom Dunn moved, seconded by Gary Davidson, to move the First Tee of
Tucson Youth & Life Skills Center at Crooked tree Golf Course forward.
Brian Flagg asked whether the Tucson Conquistadores raised a lot of money. The
response was yes that they raise money for youth programming and would fund the
operations and maintenance of such a facility.
Motion approved 16-0.
4. Next Meeting
May 16 at River Park Inn. Note that the May 30th meeting has been canceled.
Vice Chair Campbell requested an agenda item at the beginning of the next meeting
concerning members of the public banking time from others so that they could speak
for more than the one minute limit.
Joe Boogaart requested corrected versions of the meeting summaries be provided to
the Committee, and that speakers clearly identify themselves.
5.

Call to the Audience

Ernest Armeita
Ben Elias
6.

Spoke in support of Murrieta Park improvements
Spoke in support of the Arizona Velodrome project

Meeting Adjourned

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.
Note that speaker cards for those members of the audience that selected not to speak,
or left the meeting before they were called, are attached to this meeting summary as
are petitions submitted at the past two meetings.

