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Pima County Community Action Agency Advisory Board

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
5:30 p.m.

Kino Service Center, 1st Floor, Meeting Room 123
2797 E. Ajo Way, Tucson, AZ 85713
Meeting Minutes
Members Present

Members Absent
Annabelle Nunez
Maria Elena West
Lori Bable
Cynthia J. Nahsonhoya
John Vasquez Bedoy, Chair
Dick Katz

Diane Brown
Pastor Jeff Inniss

Imelda Pines
Paul Appleby

Roy Tullgren
Willie Blake

Pima County Staff Present
Rosemary Cora-Cruz
Charles Casey

Manira Cervantez
Linda Leatherman

Anna M. Cunes
I.
Called to Order:  John Vasquez Bedoy, Chair, 5:42 p.m.



II.
The Pledge of Allegiance:  All
III.
Action Item:  To Approve March 13, 2018 Meeting Minutes. Willie Blake Motioned to approve; Pastor Roy Tullgren seconded the motion; and all were in favor.
IV.
CAAB Business/Updates:  Pima County Staff
Charles Casey, Director, Pima County Community Services, Employment and Training (CSET) provided an update in regards to the Trump Administration requiring federal agencies that provide assistance to individuals such as SNAP, Housing, and/or Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) benefits – and requiring the individuals to go to work or volunteer. Agencies will review programs and rules in the next 90 days. The One-Stop system should see more job seekers and the expectation is that employers will hire people, even into part-time jobs. Governor Ducey submitted a waiver for Arizona and currently it looks like individuals will be expected to either go to work or volunteer for 25 hours per week. Individuals will be on an honor system and self-report their hours and it is looking as though there may be about 5% of the AHCCCS clients who will need to go back to work or volunteer.

Charles Casey also reported that on April 25, 2018, the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Department (HUD) proposed to increase the share of rent that low-income households must pay and give public housing authorities the option to impose work requirements. Rental assistance recipients would have to pay 35% of their gross income which would be a 30% increase.
Both situations need for employers to be thinking about hiring these individuals whether full or part time.

Cynthia J. Nahsonhoya asked if the government has considered those who must go to work, and how these individuals are going to pay for babysitters or daycare.

Casey replied that there may be some money for day care.

John Vasquez Bedoy said that some people already talk about not being able to go back to work because of the increased costs for day care.

Casey does not believe that he government is trying to put individuals in a lose, lose situation.

On behalf of the CAAB members and Pima County Staff, John Vasquez Bedoy presented a very nice bouquet of roses to Rosemary for her retirement. John thanked Rosemary for many years of board support, mentoring, and dedication; and advocacy for the Emergency Service Network (ESN) and clients who are served.
A. Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Agency Funding Status SFY 2018 – Rosemary Cora-Cruz reported that all the agencies will be funded with the same dollar amounts as last fiscal year. The agencies will all receive training which includes accounting and finance, and the processing of invoices. It is important for the Pima County staff to train the agencies each because of possible changes in staff.
B. Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Update – Rosemary Cora-Cruz reported that this is a national program and that Pima County staff have taken over the referrals for the Tucson Urban League, Inc. The 2017-2018 $2.4 million dollars will probably be exhausted on or before 06/30/18 and the 2018-2019 fiscal year will have $3.3 million dollars available for assisting those in need.
The Pima County CAA staff are using new software to keep records of applications and are currently transitioning from paper to electronic applications.
C. Recruitment – Membership Committee - Rosemary Cora-Cruz recommended to the CAAB members that they establish a Committee today so the following three current vacancies may be filled:
1. Vacancy (Patricia Cannon Barnes) - Private Sector Representative

2. Vacancy (Rose Tederous) - Private Sector Representative
3. Vacancy (Gloria J. Valenzuela) - Elected Low-Income Representative

The Committee will include John Vasquez Bedoy, Imelda Pines, Paul Appleby, Annabelle Nunez, and Linda Leatherman.
Note:  Committee members should refer to the CAAB By-laws at http://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Clerk%20of%20the%20Board/BCC/Community_Action_Agency_Board-Bylaws.pdf regarding criteria and categories of organizations for Private Sector Representatives and criteria, guidelines and procedures for the Elected Low-Income Representative.
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D. By-laws Review Committee – Rosemary Cora-Cruz provided a copy of the CAAB By-laws to each CAAB member and said that she will email an electronic copy also. The By-laws must be reviewed every three years. The Pima County Attorney must review and approve the By-laws and then they will be forwarded to the Pima County Board of Supervisors for recommendation for approval. Rosemary will ask Lori Bable to volunteer and serve on the Committee. The Committee will include: 
1.
John Vasquez Bedoy

2.
Diane Brown

3.
Lori Bable – tentative upon her approval

4.
Elena West

Rosemary suggested that the Committee should meet and determine if any revisions are needed. If revisions are needed, the Committee may present the recommended revisions to the CAAB. The revisions should be an Agenda Action Item for the CAAB members to approve or not, during the September 2018 meeting.

Anna M. Cunes will provide contact information to John Vasquez Bedoy so he may schedule a meeting.

 V.
Organizational Standards Update – Rosemary Cora-Cruz reported that the Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) hired a consultant to assist CAA staff with using new software that DES has provided and DES recently visited CAA staff to look at the progress that is being made. The software is used to upload reports and to provide required performance measurements to the state.
VI.
Community Services Block Grant 2018-2019 Request for Proposals (RFP) Preparation – Rosemary Cora-Cruz reported that Manira Cervantez is looking into the use of the ZOOM grants software. Manira will schedule a training session for the CAAB members to be trained. Rosemary asked CAAB members to please assist Manira with the RFP and make sure that all of the right questions are being asked and that the questions are all clear and the right ones. The Committee will include:

1. Cynthia J. Nahsonhoya

2. Willie Blake

3. Linda Leatherman

4. John Vasquez Bedoy

VII.
The Arizona Community Action Agency (ACAA) Annual Conference will be on Thursday and Friday, July 19 and 20, 2018 at the Scott Resort & Spa in Phoenix, AZ. The CAP Board Training session is not confirmed but it may be on Wednesday, July 18, 2018. 

The ACAA is asking local boards for suggestions on what subjects should be addressed during the Board Training such as (1) What constitutes a meeting?; and (2) Are teleconference meetings permitted?
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Rosemary asked those who have expressed an interest to please confirm their attendance and state whether they are able to attend only the Board Training or Conference, or both. For the members who attend the 07/18 Board Training and the 07/19 and 07/20 Conference, they will be provided with sleeping accommodations for 07/18 and 07/19/18. The following members confirmed their attendance for both:
1. Imelda Pines – two nights

2. John Vasquez Bedoy – two nights

3. Paul Appleby – two nights

4. Willie Blake – two nights

5. Pastor Jeff Inniss – two nights

6. Cynthia J. Nahsonhoya – two nights

Rosemary mentioned that there are some Pima County CAA staff who will also be attending this July 2018 ACAA Conference and this will be Rosemary’s last ACAA meeting as the ACAA Chair.

VIII.
Call to the Audience:  Chair
Pastor Roy Tullgren announced the Open House that happened on Saturday, May 12, 2018 for the Gospel Rescue Mission’s (GRM) new men’s shelter that will be located at the H.S. Lopez Family Foundation Center of Opportunity. The Open House was to recognize and thank the donors and it was well attended. Roy distributed a GRM special edition newsletter that had information about the shelter that will welcome neighbors experiencing homelessness and will offer services that will help them gain self-sufficiency.  Donors are adopting rooms for $5,000 each. A stand alone building will be added so dental services will be available. Other services will include workforce development, employment services, behavioral health, veterans services, government assistance, affordable housing, and re-entry services for former inmates. Court services might also be offered such as video court. Completion is planned for the Spring or Summer of 2019.

IX.
Adjourned:  Chair, 7:17 p.m.
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