Date: April 28, 2022

To:

The Honorable Chair and Members
Pima County Board of Supervisors

Re:

Pima Early Education Program Third Quarter Reports

From: Jan Lesher
County Administrator

Attached is the third quarter report for the Pima Early Education Program (PEEP). As of March
31, 2022, 685 children from income eligible families are receiving assistance from this
program to attend high quality preschools across Pima County. This is an increase from 567
children in Quarter 2. The number of preschools rated as high quality has also increased from
192 to 208. The report references the success of a program called Accelerate Quality,
designed to help more preschools in Pima County access PEEP scholarships, funded by
donations to the United Way of Tucson & Southern Arizona from individuals, businesses, and
non-profits. Also attached are the individual quarterly reports to the City of Tucson, Town of
Marana and Town of Oro Valley, as contributors to this program.
The Board has been considering contract amendments to convert funding for PEEPs contracts
to America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, to
provide incentives to improve the recruitment and retention of teachers, and to increase the
number of PEEPs school district classes. We also continue to seek contributions from cities
and towns. My April 1, 2022 memorandum to you included a table listing these contracts
with a total estimated expenditure of $27.6 million over three years.
To date, the Board approved amendments to the Flowing Wells Unified School District
contract, and the Child-Parent Center, Inc. extended day Head Start contract. The following
contracts and amendments are scheduled for the Board’s May 3, 2022 meeting:
City of Tucson revenue contract
Town of Marana revenue contract
Sunnyside Unified School District (City of Tucson funded classes)
Sunnyside Unified School District (ARPA funded classes)
Sahuarita Unified School District (ARPA funded classes)
The Board can expect to see contracts for Amphitheater, Marana and Tucson Unified School
Districts, as well as First Things First contracts on the May 17 Board agenda. Discussions are
also underway regarding a contract for a new preschool class at Pima Community College’s
Desert Vista campus.
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The TUSD contract amendment includes an opportunity to pilot sliding scale financial
assistance to families within incomes between 200 percent and 300 percent of the federal
poverty level. TUSD has been the only school district struggling to attain full enrollment of
children in PEEPs classes after the classes opened. This change enables the District to enroll
children from these families and charge them 50 percent of the standard district tuition, with
the County funding the remaining 50 percent. Children from families with incomes at or below
200 percent will continue to attend without cost to the families.
JKL/mp
Attachments
c:

The Honorable Dustin Williams, Pima County School Superintendent
Francisco Garcia, MD, MPH, Deputy County Administrator & Chief Medical Officer
Health and Community Services
Carmine DeBonis, Jr., Deputy County Administrator for Public Works
Dan Sullivan, Director, Community and Workforce Development
Amber Mathewson, Director, Pima County Library District
Terry Cullen, MD, MS, Public Health Director, Pima County Health Department
Heath Vescovi-Chiordi, Director, Pima County Office of Economic Development
Jen Darland, Deputy Director, Community and Workforce Development
Nicole Fyffe, Executive Assistant to the County Administrator
Nicole Scott, Pima Early Education Program Manager

Fiscal Year 2022 Third Quarter Report
Quarter Ending March 31, 2022
Overview
This is the third quarterly report for the Pima Early Education Program
scholarships (PEEPs), designed to assist up to 1,200 children this year
from income eligible families to attend high quality preschool at over
150 locations. As of March 31, 2022, 685 children from income eligible
families are receiving assistance from PEEPs to attend high quality
preschools across Pima County.
While the number of children served continues to increase, the surge
in COVID cases during January and February continued to affect
enrollment with some preschools reporting the highest number of class
closures since the beginning of the pandemic. Many preschool
providers are still reporting that they are limiting enrollment due to a
limited staff. Pima County and community partners held the first early
childhood education hiring event in March, matching interested
applicants with employers. Another hiring fair will be held in May.
These hiring events, in combination with increased County reimbursement rates for PEEPs school district
classes, are intended to specifically address the challenge of hiring and retaining teachers.
This quarter PEEPs staff focused on growing community presence and awareness, as well as preparing
contractual agreements for the next two years of the program. PEEPs staff attended the United Way
Coffee & Conversations and Business Breakfast in order to network with early childhood educators,
advocates, and community leaders, and to provide further information regarding the PEEPs program,
locations of preschools we serve, and how to relay this information to families. PEEPs staff also actively
participated in the March Pima County Cares Resource Fair where we spoke with families, parents and
other community agencies, and provided information about PEEPs and how families can access the
scholarships. PEEPs participation in events such as these will continue in order to maximize program
exposure and increase enrollment in our program.
Funding for Year 1 of PEEPs is provided by Pima County’s share of Federal American Rescue Plan Act
funding, the City of Tucson, Towns of Marana and Oro Valley, and participating school districts. Donations
to the United Way of Tucson & Southern Arizona from individuals, businesses, and non-profits support a
new program called Accelerate Quality, which complements PEEPs.
By the Numbers
A wealth of data shows that investing in high-quality preschool, especially for economically
disadvantaged, minority and dual language children, provides short-term and lasting benefits to children,
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families, schools, employers, taxpayers, and the community. With this in mind, the Pima Early Education
Program is focused on increasing equitable access to high quality preschool for families most in need.
Program Goal 1: To increase the number of 3-5 year-old children from families with incomes at or below
200% of the Federal Poverty Level attending high quality preschools in Pima County.
Progress for this goal is tracked at both the system and program level. For this quarter, system level data
from the four programs that support children in high quality preschool (PEEPs, Head Start, FTF, and DES)
report serving 4,103 preschool-age children. While this is an increase over the baseline, the use of DES
childcare subsidies have decreased as a result of the pandemic’s impact on enrollment. Our target remains
to fill the gap so that all income eligible families who want to send their children to high quality preschool
in Pima County can do so.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury
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At the program level, 685 children are receiving assistance from PEEPs, up from 567 children at the end
of Quarter 2.
PEEPs Preschool Students

PEEPs Contract Type
PEEPs funded Quality First Scholarships
PEEPs funded School District Expansion Classes
PEEPs funded Head Start Extended Day Classes
Totals

Third Quarter
# of Students
Served*
389
136
160
685

Year 1
Contracted
Max Students
Served
600
340
205
1145

% of
Contracted
Max Served
Third Quarter
65%
40%
78%
60%

*Data retrieved from March reports

PEEPs Funded School District Expansion Classes and Enrollment

School District
Amphitheater Unified School District*
Flowing Wells Unified School District
Marana Unified School District
Sahuarita Unified School District
Sunnyside Unified School District
Tucson Unified School District
Total

Third Quarter # of
PEEPs Classes
Operational
3
1
1
1
2
3
11

Third Quarter # of
Students Enrolled
18
20
16
20
34
28
136

*Amphi has enrolled an addition 20 children (38 in total) at the start of the fourth quarter

Program Goal 2: To increase the number of preschools recognized as high quality, as well as the number
of high quality preschools participating in financial assistance programs for their students.
This is based on providers the State of Arizona’s Department of Economic Security (DES) accepts as high
quality, which includes:




Quality First 3-5 star providers
Head Start providers
Nationally Accredited providers that accept children with DES childcare subsidies

Since June 2021, First Things First has successfully cleared the Quality First wait list, adding 15 new highquality early learning programs in Pima County. United Way of Tucson’s new program Accelerate Quality,
which complements the PEEPs program by increasing the number of high quality providers in Pima
County, reports 11 providers participating, benefiting 792 children. Pima County’s agreements with the
seven school districts are also intended to expand the number of high quality classes for preschoolers. All
new PEEPs school district classes are required to be enrolled in either Quality First, Nationally Accredited,
This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury
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or proof shown that the school district has applied to participate Quality First. This quarter, Amphitheater
School District opened two new PEEPs classrooms and both are scheduled for their Quality First
assessment and ratings in the coming months.
Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) recognized
high-quality providers

June 2021
Baseline #’s
142

Third Quarter
HQ Providers
157

CPC Head Start centers

27

27

CPC Head Start family child care homes

16

16

Tohono O’odham Head Start centers

6

6

Pascua Yaqui Head Start center

1

1

0
192

1

Quality First 3-5 star preschools

Nationally Accredited preschools (Not in QF) contracted with DES
Total

208

Program Expenses
Pima Early Education Program’s budgeted and actual
expenses are shown below. The First Things First scholarships
and Head Start extended day programing contracts are paid
in advance, with unspent funding to be returned to the
County at year’s end. Overall, it is anticipated that expenses
will be lower than contracted based on the impact of the
pandemic. These contracts are currently in the process of
being amended to reflect the Board of Supervisors approval
to use Pima County’s share of the American Rescue Plan Act
funding for this program and to extend the terms of the
contracts through year 3. These amendments will continue to be placed on the Board’s agenda for
approval after concurrence with each contractor.

FY2022 Budget and Expenses Paid Quarter 3
IGAs & Contracts
First Things First Quality First Scholarships
Child-Parent Centers, Inc. Head Start Extended Day
Seven School District IGAs New Preschool Classes
PEEPs Administration
Total

Budget FY22
$3,811,600
$1,149,845
$2,244,000
$190,567
$7,396,012

Paid
$3,811,600
$1,149,845
$525,902.60
$30,613
$5,517,960

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury
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Highlights
Flowing Wells Emily Meschter Early Learning Center shared with us that Ms. Jessica and our PEEPs
preschool classroom participated in the SARSEF Science and Engineering Fair in March and brought home
the Grand Prize, first place ribbon for their project, “How Many Surfaces Can a Germ Travel To?” Emily
Meschter ELC was recognized as a Top Pre-Kindergarten Program and received 5 first place ribbons from
the SARSEF fair, to see all the winners follow the link: 2022 SARSEF Fair Winners – SARSEF.
“This program has benefitted our family greatly in providing an early education to my oldest child. To us
it was of great importance that she would receive early education before kindergarten and through PEEPs
we managed to do that!”
- Parent, Imagine Preschool at Amphitheater High School
“This program has allowed me to focus more on my education knowing
that my son is in a program that is helping him learn.”
- Parent, PEEPs class at Kellond Elementary School
“This program has benefitted my family in a positive way, it has helped
my child overcome her fear of being around other people and it has
helped her social skills. My child is now able to speak the English
language better. She is also more outgoing with children her age, and is
speaking up a lot more.”
- Parent, Ocotillo Early Learning Center PEEPs class
“The PEEPs program has allowed families to access early
childhood instruction that their family could not have done
without the program. Watching students learn how to be a
member of a school community has been powerful. I have the
opportunity to hear students and their families walking in the
hallways in the afternoons sharing about all the things they
learned that day. You can hear the student excitement and
families feeling excited about their students growth. This
program is providing a critical need for young children and
their families”.
- Director, TUSD Schumaker Infant & Early Learning Center

For questions about PEEPs, contact PEEPS@pima.gov. For families looking for preschool financial assistance, or help
finding a high quality preschool, please call the Child Care Resource and Referral Information Line at 1-800-308-9000,
or conduct a search at CCR&Rs website at www.azcrr.com.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury

Pima Early Education Program Guiding Principles
1. Increase high-quality preschool capacity while addressing existing need for financial aid.
2. Distribute scholarships efficiently and effectively through existing programs and partners.
3. Do not supplant existing public assistance for preschool and utilize local funding as a “last dollar
in” approach.
4. Coordinate with existing agencies that provide public assistance for high-quality preschool to
establish baseline need and simple system-level benchmarks, monitor progress and refine
collaborative efforts to improve the system as a whole.
5. Establish scholarship rates that cover the full cost of providing high-quality preschool per child
(salaries, classroom space, furniture and supplies, snacks and meals), based on accepted cost of
quality and local market rate studies, considering wages necessary to attract quality teachers, and
accounting for current DES subsidy rates and school district in-kind contributions, as well as
increased costs related to the pandemic.
6. Ensure that participating preschool providers are geographically dispersed, with priority given to
preschools serving lower income/higher need neighborhoods, tribal and rural areas.
7. Connect eligible families to high-quality preschools and financial assistance, including parents in
local workforce development programs.
8. Collaborate with partners to connect participating families with other community resources to
accelerate family and community wide benefits.
9. Maximize multi-year partner contributions to make the program more sustainable.
10. Advocate with partners for a long-term state-wide solution.
11. Remain flexible as providers and families recover and rebuild from the pandemic.
12. Review, reevaluate, revise, and report regularly with input from stakeholders.

PEEPs Class, Amphitheater
High School
“The Pima Early Education
Program has benefitted my
family very well my child is
more social and is learning
a lot through this program.
Her speech has improved,
she has learned her
numbers and letters and
says she loves to exercise
and has learned about
sharing.”
– Parent,
PEEP class, Robins
Elementary, Tucson Unified
School District
For families looking for
preschool financial
assistance, or help finding a
high quality preschool,
please call Child Care
Resource & Referral’s Child
Care Information Line at 1800-308-9000. The line is
open Monday through
Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturday 8 a.m. to noon.
You may also conduct a
search at CCR&Rs website
at www.azccrr.com.

For Questions about PEEPs
contact PEEPS@pima.gov

Fiscal Year 2022 Quarter 3 PEEPs Report for City of Tucson
IGA CTN-CR-21-126
The City of Tucson’s funding is assisting 73 income eligible children to attend
preschool in seven new high quality preschool classes. Through the Pima Early
Education Program (PEEPs), 685 children, up from 567 at the end of Quarter 2,
are now attending high quality preschools across Pima County. While it
continues to be a challenging school year, enrollment is increasing gradually and
school districts are optimistic for next year. Funding for Year 1 of PEEPs is
provided by Pima County’s share of Federal American Rescue Plan Act funding,
the City of Tucson, Town of Marana and other local partners.
Program Description - The purpose of PEEPs is to increase the number of eligible
3-5 year old children attending high quality preschools, via local funding
partnerships and statewide coordination. Through an agreement that began on
July 1, 2021, the City of Tucson contributed $1,000,000 to Pima County to
reimburse school districts for the cost of operating new high quality preschool
classes at schools located within the City. Based on the max per class
reimbursement rate of $132,000, City funding was estimated to support 7 to 8
new classes for children from families with incomes at or below 200% of the
Federal Poverty Level. For a family of four, this is currently $53,000, which is two
times the Federal Poverty Level of $26,500. Participating school districts in the
City include Tucson Unified School District (TUSD), Sunnyside Unified School
District, and Amphitheater Unified School District.
Status - TUSD, Amphitheater and Sunnyside are contracted with Pima County to
add 12 new high quality preschool classes within the City of Tucson, funded by the
City and County. As of March 31, seven were operational, with 73 children
enrolled. TUSD has been unable to open their additional five new classes as they
have been unable to hire teachers. It is projected that $764,280 of the City
funding will be spent by the end of this school year.
Many preschool providers, like TUSD, are still reporting that they are limiting
enrollment due to a limited staff. Pima County and community partners held the
first early childhood education hiring event in March, matching interested
applicants with employers. Another hiring fair will be held in May. These hiring
events, in combination with increased County reimbursement rates for PEEPs
classes next school year, are intended to specifically address the challenge of hiring
and retaining teachers.
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PEEPs Participating School District Preschool Expansion Classes in City of Tucson Quarter 3
Expenses
Star
Number
Children
thru
Name
Address
Rating
of Classes Enrolled
February
Ocotillo Early Learning Center 5702 South Campbell Ave
Sunnyside
3
2
34 $ 158,400
Rating
Kellond Elementary School -TUSD 6606 E Lehigh Drive
pending
1
9 $ 71,280
Rating
Robins Elementary School - TUSD 3939 N Magnetite Ln
pending*
1
7 $ 47,520
Schumaker Early Learning Center
501 North Maguire Ave
- TUSD
3
1
12 $ 83,160
Rating
Amphitheater High School**
125 W Yavapai Rd
pending
1
5 $ 39,600
F.O. Holaway Elementary School
Rating
– Amphitheater**
3500 N Cherry Ave
pending
1
6 $ 39,600
7
73 $ 439,560
*Robins has moved past the first Quality First assessment benchmarks into the CLASS portion of the assessment
meaning at a minimum they will receive a 3 star rating.
**These Amphi schools enrolled 10 additional children (21 in total) at the start of Quarter 4.

Highlights
“Seeing my child get excited about school and learning is really
awesome. Our family has developed a really good morning/daily
routine to get up for school, etc. Overall PEEPs has had a
wonderful effect on us! My daughter has shown huge leaps
forward in speech and letter recognition. She is much less
interested in screen time and prefers toys and art projects during
play”.
--Parent, PEEPs class, TUSD Schumaker Infant & Early Learning
Center
“My son has now joined preschool and is learning very much every day he is
at school preparing him educationally and socially for kindergarten. He has
flourished in many ways for example sounding out words as he learns at
school”.
-- Parent, PEEPs class, Imagine Preschool at Amphitheater High School
Proposal for Next Fiscal Year: Extend the term of the City/County IGA by one
year and contribute an additional $1 million, which combined with the
remainder funding from this year, will fund 10 PEEPs classes within the City at
TUSD and Sunnyside. Pima County is increasing school district per class
reimbursement rates for next year to $172,828 to align with Department of
Economic Security childcare subsidy rates, with the requirement that school
districts allocate the increased funding to improve teacher compensation
and/or improve quality. In addition, Pima County is piloting a program at
TUSD to allow families with incomes between 200% and 300% of the Federal
Poverty rate to be eligible for partial assistance.
This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury

PEEPs class, Estes
Elementary, Marana
Unified School District
“The program has allowed my
child to get a head start in
school and to get in the
process of what to expect in
Kindergarten.”
- Parent, March 2022
“My son has learned a lot he
knows how to recognize his
name, he has learned ABC’s,
numbers and animals. He has
come a long way and will be
ready for Kindergarten now.”
- Parent, March, 2022
“My daughter was so shy and
I worried about her in social
situations. This program has
allowed her to blossom
socially and academically.”
-Parent, March 2022
For families looking for
preschool financial
assistance, or help finding
a high quality preschool,
please call Child Care
Resource & Referral’s
Child Care Information
Line at 1-800-308-9000.
The line is open Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m.
to noon. You may also
conduct a search at
CCR&Rs website at
www.azccrr.com.

For Questions about PEEPs
contact PEEPS@pima.gov

Fiscal Year 2022 Quarter 3 PEEPs Report for Town of Marana
IGA CTN-CR-21-128
The Town of Marana’s funding is currently assisting 17 eligible children to attend
high quality preschool at Estes Elementary. Mayor and Council recently approved
funding to support this class next school year. This funding agreement includes an
increased reimbursement rate to improve teacher compensation and support
quality improvements inside and outside the classroom. Thank you, Mayor and
Council!
Through the Pima Early Education Program scholarships (PEEPs), 685 children, up
from 567 children at the end of Quarter 2, are now attending high quality
preschools across Pima County.
Program Description - The purpose this program is to increase the number of
eligible 3-5 year old children attending high quality preschools via local funding
partnerships and statewide coordination. Funding for Year 1 of PEEPs is provided
by Pima County’s share of Federal American Rescue Plan Act funding, the Town of
Marana and other local partners. Through an agreement that began on July 1,
2021, the Town of Marana contributed $132,000 to Pima County to reimburse
Marana Unified School District for the cost of operating a new high quality
preschool class at Estes Elementary School located within the Town for up to 20
preschool age children. To be eligible for the PEEPs preschool class at Estes
Elementary, or the PEEPs scholarships, families must have incomes at or below 200
percent of the Federal Poverty Level. For a family of four, this is currently $53,000,
which is two times the Federal Poverty Level of $26,500 as set by the department
of Health and Human Services.
Status – As part of the PEEPs program we require programs to be high-quality
programs recognized by either our state quality rating program or a nationally
accredited program. Arizona’s quality rating system, Quality First, is based on a 1-5
star rating scale, with high-quality programs
in the 3-5 star ranking. In Quarter 3, the
Estes Elementary School preschool classes
went through the quality rating assessment
and were rated as a 4 star program!
The PEEPs class at Estes Elementary School
continues to maintain near full capacity
through Quarter 3, with 17 children enrolled.
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To maintain high quality standards, classes that include 3 year olds are limited to a class size of 18.
Reimbursement for an 18-child class is a maximum of $118,800 a year, which means it is likely $13,200
will remain unspent. As part of PEEPs, the County is also funding extended day preschool for two Head
Start classes located in the Town. These classes have maintained enrollment of 25 children through the
end of Quarter 3.
Many preschool providers are still reporting that they are limiting enrollment due to a limited staff. Pima
County and community partners held the first early childhood education hiring event in March, matching
interested applicants with employers. Another hiring fair will be held in May. These hiring events, in
combination with increased County reimbursement rates for PEEPs school district classes, are intended
to specifically address the challenge of hiring and retaining teachers. PEEPs administration is also
researching programs that will increase compensation for preschool educators in non-school district
settings.
PEEPs School District Preschool Expansion Class in Town of Marana Q3 End
Name
Estes Elementary
School, MUSD

Address
11280 W Grier Rd

# Enrolled
Children
17

Quality First
Ages Star Rating
3-5

Expenses Thru
February
4

$95,040

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury

KinderCare Learning Center,
Oro Valley receives 9 PEEP
scholarships
“This program has benefitted
our family greatly in providing
an early education to my oldest
child. To us it was of great
importance that she would
receive early education before
Kindergarten and through
PEEPS we managed to do just
that!”
– Parent, March 2022
“This program allows a safe
environment for my
preschoolers to learn and
continue developing. They are
sharing, talking to others more
and are more vocal on
expressing their feelings.”
- Parent, March 2022
For families looking for
preschool financial
assistance, or help finding a
high quality preschool,
please call Child Care
Resource & Referral’s Child
Care Information Line at 1800-308-9000. The line is
open Monday through
Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturday 8 a.m. to noon.
You may also conduct a
search at CCR&Rs website
at www.azccrr.com

For questions about PEEPs
contact PEEPS@pima.gov

Fiscal Year 2022 Quarter 3 PEEPs Report for Town of Oro Valley
IGA CTN-CR-21-142
Through the Pima Early Education Program scholarships (PEEPs), 685 children, up
from 567 children at the end of Quarter 2, are now attending high quality
preschools across Pima County. Funding for PEEPs is provided by Pima County’s
share of Federal American Rescue Plan Act funding, the Town of Oro Valley, Town
of Marana, City of Tucson and other local partners.
Program Description - The purpose of the program is to increase the number of
eligible 3-5 year old children attending high quality preschools via local funding
partnerships and statewide coordination. Through an agreement that began on
July 1, 2021, the Town of Oro Valley contributed $100,000 to Pima County to
fund preschool scholarships at high quality preschools in Oro Valley for three
years. These preschools are part of the state-wide First Things First Quality First
network of preschools, many of which already receive a limited number of
scholarships. Families must have incomes at or below 200 percent of the Federal
Poverty Level. For a family of four, this is currently $53,000 which is two times the
Federal Poverty Level of $26,500 as set by the department of Health and Human
Services. The Town’s contribution to PEEPs increases the number of scholarships
available.
Status - There are four preschool providers located within the Town that were
allocated a total of 19 PEEP scholarships through Pima County’s contract with
First Things First. Two additional preschool providers are just outside of the Town
boundaries. While the Town is
within the Amphitheater School
District, none of these providers
are affiliated with the
Amphitheater School District.
However, Amphitheater School
District will be opening two new
PEEPs classrooms next school year
at Canyon Del Oro High School
and Copper Creek Elementary
School.
According to our March report from First Things First, seven scholarships are
being used with a total expense of $20,064. The COVID-19 pandemic continues to
be at the forefront of challenges that are affecting child care and preschool
enrollment locally and nationally. With this in mind, it is expected that usage will
continue to increase incrementally over time as we overcome these challenges.
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Pima County and community partners held the first early childhood education hiring event in March,
matching interested applicants with employers. Another hiring fair will be held in May. These hiring
events, in combination with increased County reimbursement rates for PEEPs school district classes next
school year, are intended to specifically address the challenge of hiring and retaining teachers. In addition,
we are researching programs that will increase compensation for preschool educators in non-school
district settings.
PEEPs Quality First Scholarships at Preschools within Town of Oro Valley Quarter 3

Name
Alphabest @ Copper
Creek
Desert Skies
KinderCare Learning
Center
Pusch Ridge
Preschool

Address
11620 North
Copper Spring
Trail
7730 North Oracle
Road
10455 North La
Canada Drive
10361 North
Oracle Road

Star
Rating

PEEPs YTD
Children
PEEPs
PEEPs
Scholarships Using
YTD
Allocated
Scholarships Expense

4

3

0

0

5

6

1

$1216

4

9

5

$16,416

4

1
19

1
7

$2,432
$20,064

Notes from Calls to
Providers
Continued low
enrollment
Enrollment gradually
increasing now

Summary – Usage of preschool scholarships in Oro Valley remains low due primarily to the pandemic and
its impact on enrollment, as well as a lack of children in existing programs that qualify financially. Pima
County is transitioning our contract with First Things First (scholarship administrator) to Federal funding,
and this prohibits allocating the Town’s funding to scholarships this year. With the Town Manager’s
concurrence, Pima County is retaining the Town’s $100,000 contribution for Years two and three of the
program when the funds can be spent more effectively.
Next school year, Pima County will begin funding the two new Amphitheater School District preschool
classes at Canyon Del Oro High School and Copper Creek Elementary School, where up to 40 income
eligible children will be able to attend for free. Amphi is in need of funding for capital improvements, not
covered by County funding, for the new class at Canyon Del Oro High School to create a multi-purpose
classroom to spark imagination, creativity and learning for every preschool student in the program. The
classroom will include an area for library instant learning, sensory exploration, a research zone and an
area for artistic expression. Funding for these capital improvements may be an effective use of a portion
of the Town’s funding, which would improve the quality and environment of this early childhood program.
PEEPs staff will discuss this option with the Town Manager and School District staff.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP0180 awarded to Pima County
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury

