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RESOLUTION NO. 2018 - ____ 

  
A RESOLUTION OF THE PIMA COUNTY BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS LEVYING A GENERAL EXCISE TAX FOR 
ROAD REPAIR 

 
The Board of Supervisors of Pima County, Arizona, finds:  

A. Pima County has authority, under A.R.S. § 42-6103, to adopt a general excise tax by a 
unanimous vote of the Board of Supervisors. The tax rate specified in the statute equates 
to one-half percent for most transactions and applies to the same transactions subject to 
the State of Arizona’s sales tax. It applies to transactions within cities and towns as well 
as those in unincorporated areas of the county levying the tax. 

B. Pima County is the only County that has not levied a sales tax. 

C. The State Legislature has not raised the gas tax in over 27 years, and the amount of 
Highway User Revenue Funds distributed to Pima County is inadequate to pay for needed 
road repair and maintenance as well as important capital projects.  

D. Approximately 70 percent of the 1,891 miles of paved County-maintained roadways in 
unincorporated Pima County are in poor or failed condition. It would cost over $600 million, 
over a ten year period, to bring all paved and maintained roads within unincorporated Pima 
County up to a fair or better condition based on the Pavement Surface Evaluation and 
Rating (“PASER”) system.  

E. Imposition of a general excise tax under A.R.S. § 42-6103, in order to provide funding for 
road repair and maintenance for County maintained roadways and those maintained by 
its incorporated municipalities, would support and enhance countywide services. 

F. The Board of Supervisors adopted the Sales Tax Implementation Plan Ordinance No. 
2018-16 on May 15, 2018, which becomes effective upon the Board’s approval of this 
resolution adopting a county sales tax. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. Tax Levy;Temporary. The Board of Supervisors of Pima County hereby orders the levy of a 
county general excise tax under A.R.S. § 42-6103, at a rate that is ten percent of the rates 
prescribed by A.R.S. § 42-5010(A) on each class of business subject to the tax imposed by 
Title 42, Chapter 5, Article 1 of the Arizona Revised Statutes and A.R.S. § 42-5352(A) (the 
“County Sales Tax”). This levy is for a period of ten years, as provided below.  

2. Allocation of Revenue and Termination. The Arizona Department of Revenue will collect the 
County Sales Tax revenue beginning on January 1, 2019 and the State Treasurer will transmit 
the revenue to the Pima County Treasurer, as provided by A.R.S. § 42-6103. The Pima 
County Treasurer will deposit the revenue in the “Road Repair Fund”. The County 
Administrator or their designee will cause the appropriate notices terminating the collection of 
the Sales Tax to be delivered to the Arizona Department of Revenue so that collection ceases 
as of December 31, 2028. 
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