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The Town of Marana has been selected to participate in Operation Stonegarden activities in southern 
Arizona. Operation Stonegarden is a federally funded program originating with the 2006 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror and Hurricane Recovery. 
Funding was renewed for the current fiscal year, providing the Town of Marana an opportunity to 
participate and receive funding for the ninth straight year. The program provides states the flexibility to 
use Department of Homeland Security grant funding to enhance coordination among state and federal 
law enforcement agencies at and near the U.S./Mexico border. The program requires states to identify 
and prioritize solutions to their border security needs and provides funding to state and local agencies to 
implement the state’s individual goals and objectives. 

 

For 2017-2018, the Town was awarded $165,000 under a subgrantee agreement with the Arizona 
Department of Homeland Security to support Operation Stonegarden. Funding will be used to augment 
and support Border Patrol coverage of egress from the border areas with state, local and tribal police 
agencies. Through participation in this operation, Marana will use its authority to control the routes and 
reduce the propensity for cross-border crime in the area. Patrols will concentrate on the 109 miles of 
arterial roadways serving as regional east-west connectors between State Route 77 and I-10 and the 
more than 57 miles of rural, mostly two-lane roads paralleling I-10 to the west. 

 

The Marana Police Department's primary goals are to: (1) reduce crime in border communities to 
improve the quality of life; (2) deter illegal entries through teamwork with other local and federal 
agencies; (3) assist in apprehending terrorists and terrorist weapons illegally entering the United States; 
and (4) coordinate operations with the Pima County Sheriff’s Department and U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) 
Tucson Sector. Marana, in cooperation with the Pima County Sheriff and U.S. Border Patrol, will deploy 
officers along prime roadways prone to invoke illegal activity and national security concerns. 

 

Because Marana sits 60 miles from the Mexican Border and hosts segments of rural transportation 
routes traditionally used to smuggle undocumented workers and drugs up from Mexico, four specific 
areas will be targeted for Stonegarden activities: 

 

Area one:  Sandario Rd from Emigh Rd to Avra Valley Rd 

Area two:  Avra Valley from the Silverbell Mines to I-10 

Area three: Silverbell Rd/Twin Peaks Rd Corridor 

Area four:  I-10 from Twin Peaks Rd to the Pinal County line 

Area five:  Discretionary area with Marana PD sworn supervisor approval to provide flexibility to the 
Chief of Patrol, USBP 

 



To support this initiative Marana will deploy uniformed officers, a canine officer, and a supervisor with 
supporting staffing from dispatch. These deployments will be conducted in coordination with partnering 
agencies. Deployment dates will coincide with Operation COBIJA, Operation Knight Hunter, “surge” 
dates identified by HIDTA, United States Border Patrol, ICE, and internal/external intelligence 
information and trends. If contact and/or interaction are made with certain “persons of interest,” 
notification will be made to the Office of Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Border Patrol or the 
appropriate agency. Deployments will be based on specific threats which can be targeted and countered 
and shifts in illegal traffic patterns due to increased enforcement actions. 

 

These activities will be coordinated through the USBP. Marana will identify these shift times and 
locations and address them accordingly. As an active participant in regional planning, emergency 
operations, and homeland security initiatives, the Marana Police Department has been impacted by 
increased contacts with illegal entrants and human and narcotics smugglers migrating through the 
community as focused enforcement has caused a deviated travel pattern from the US Mexican Border 
along the I-10 corridor. 

Financial Impact: 

Fiscal Year: 2018 

Budgeted Y/N: Y 

Amount: $165,000 

 

Funding has been awarded to support overtime and mileage reimbursement ($165,000). There is no 
match requirement from the Town for the funding. 
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360 Immigration 

 

360.1 General 

The Marana Police Department shall conduct all immigration enforcement 
activities in a manner consistent with federal and state laws regulating 
immigration and protecting the civil rights, privileges and immunities of all 
persons. This policy will not limit or restrict the enforcement of federal 
immigration laws to less than the full extent permitted by federal law.  
 
Officers should be aware that the enforcement of state and federal laws 
related to immigration is a complex effort requiring the cooperation of 
multiple agencies and the consideration of multiple facts and 
circumstances. Officers are encouraged to contact supervisors when 
necessary. If at any time, in the sound judgment of an officer, the officer 
believes that deviation from this policy is appropriate, the officer should 
contact a supervisor.  
 
Officers should exercise discretion in making immigration status inquiries 
during consensual contacts or with victims and witnesses of crime. In 
order to avoid perceptions of bias-based policing (including racial profiling) 
during consensual contacts, officers should be consistent in asking 
persons for their identification. In no event shall race, color or national 
origin play any role in an officer’s decision to inquire about immigration 
status in consensual encounters.  
 
Police officers shall not contact or stop a person merely on suspicion that 
the person is present in the United States illegally.  
 
Federal agents with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the 
ICE Division of Customs and Border Protection (CBE) may be of 
assistance when dealing with immigration issues.  

 

360.2 Undocumented Persons  

During contact with suspected undocumented persons, officers shall 
follow the same procedures when contacting or stopping any person. If, 
after a person is contacted or stopped, the officer reasonably suspects 
that person is an undocumented person:  
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 The officer may request an ICE/CBE agent to respond. The subject 
shall not be detained longer than necessary to complete the original 
stop/contact.  

 

 If the contacted agency does not respond prior to the officer 
completing the contact with the subject, and the subject is going to 
be released without further law enforcement action being taken, the 
subject shall be released.  

 

 If the subject is to be cited and released, and the contacted agency 
has not responded prior to the completion of the citation, the 
subject shall be cited and released.  
 

 If the subject is arrested for a felony, or a misdemeanor for which 
the subject will be taken into custody, the subject shall be booked 
with an ICE hold. ICE shall be notified of the arrest by the arresting 
officer.  

 

360.3 Federal civil or criminal charges  

If officers contact ICE/CBE during the course of an investigation, and the 
officer is advised that there are pending federal civil charges, the officer 
may not extend the initial lawful stop based solely upon those charges.  
 

 Once the investigation related to the initial lawful stop has been 
completed, if there is no probable cause to arrest, the person must 
be released, unless the officer develops reasonable suspicion to 
detain further to investigate a violation of other criminal activity.  

 The officer shall not extend the detention to wait for ICE/CBE to 
respond. Without the person’s consent, officers will not transport 
the person based solely upon a federal civil violation unless the 
person is already under arrest. If the person is released an ICE 
referral form will be completed.  

 If officers contact ICE/CBE during the course of an investigation, 
and the officer is advised that there are federal criminal charges 
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against the person, then the officer shall determine whether the 
agent/officer will respond to take the person into custody or whether 
the officer should arrest the detainee and transport to ICE, jail, or a 
federal facility.  

 
If it is not clear whether the federal charge against the detainee is civil or 
criminal, then the officer will treat the charge as civil.  
 
If ICE is unable to verify a person’s status, this does not mean that the 
person is or is not lawfully present in the United States.  

 

360.4 Detention and Removal Order (DRO) Hold  

The Detention and Removal Office is a unit of ICE that has the 
responsibility of detaining and transporting undocumented persons 
apprehended by ICE, CBP and local law enforcement. Once a person has 
been identified as being in the United States unlawfully, ICE will issue a 
DRO hold, which can be for criminal or civil violations. When an 
individual’s information is run through NCIC, information related to a DRO 
hold will appear much like a warrant notification.  
 
If an officer receives a DRO notification from ICE, the officer shall:  

 Call the phone number on the DRO notification to determine 
whether the DRO hold is criminal or civil.  

 Detain and transport for criminal orders only, if requested to do so 
by ICE.  

 Complete a DR containing all relevant information.  
 
Without the person’s consent, officers will not transport or continue to 
detain if the only violation is a civil DRO hold.  
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360.5 NCIC ICE Immigration Violator File  

ICE keeps a record of undocumented persons who have been convicted 
of a felony crime in the United States and have since been deported to 
their country of citizenship. This record is known as the Deported Felon 
File, which is located in the NCIC Immigration Violator File.  
 
The Immigration Violator File contains the following additional categories:  
 

 The ICE Absconder category, which contains the records for 
individuals with an outstanding administrative warrant of removal 
from the United States who have unlawfully remained in the United 
States.  

 

 The ICE National Security Entry/Exit Registration System 
(NSEERS) category, which contains the records for individuals 
whom the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and ICE have 
determined have violated registration requirements for entry into 
the United States.  

 
Department officers will not take enforcement action on Administrative 
Warrants or NSEERS hits, as these are civil or other non-criminal federal 
matters. The NCIC query results will advise whether the information 
displayed is an Administrative Warrant hit or a Deported Felon File hit.  
 
If an officer runs a person who is the subject of a Deported Felon File 
notification, and there are no local charges, the following steps will be 
taken.  
 

 Verify through physical description (scars, marks, tattoos, etc.), 
admission, or other available information, that the person on the 
notification is the same person.  

 

 Contact the ICE Law Enforcement Service Center in Vermont 
through the communications dispatcher or call directly using the 
phone number listed for immediate notification confirmation.  
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 Once the hit has been confirmed, officers will positively identify the 
subject through Live Scan, or fingerprint the individual and fax the 
fingerprints to ICE.  

 

 After the subject has been positively identified, the ICE Law 
Enforcement Agency Response (LEAR) Unit (or other local ICE 
office) may be contacted at (520) 620-7551 for pick-up and 
disposition of the subject.  

 

 Officers may also, after verification, transport the subject to the ICE 
Detention and Removal Office at 5431 South Country Club,  

 

 Officers will call the LEAR unit, (520) 620-7270, before transporting 
a subject.  

 
Officers will also complete a DR with the following information: subject’s 
name and personal information; time, place and reason for contacting the 
subject; whether or not the LEAR unit picked up the subject or if the 
subject was transported to the ICE center; and name and badge number 
of ICE agent that took custody of subject.  
 
If there are local charges along with a Deported Felon notification, there is 
no need to contact ICE. Follow normal booking procedures.  
 

360.6 Contacting federal agencies 

The following options exist for contacting federal immigration agencies. 
When contact is required, Communications may be contacted to initiate 
the appropriate computer inquiry (NLETS) or to make the telephone 
inquiry.  
 
An officer may use the following points of contact:  
 

1. ICE Joint Operations Center (520) 514-4662 
2. ICE 24 hour contact. (520) 620-7551.  
3. Following initiation of the appropriate computer inquiry (NLETS), 

call the ICE Law Enforcement Support Center in Vermont, 802-872-
6020.  
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361 U-Visas  

 
U-Visas are available through United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services for immigrants who are assisting or who have assisted officials in 
the criminal justice system in criminal investigations or prosecutions. To 
qualify for a U-Visa, the person must be a current or former victim, 
witness, or affected family member. If an officer or detective believes a 
victim or witness is an appropriate candidate, the victim or witness may be 
referred to the appropriate prosecuting agency or to a private attorney for 
assistance.  
 

361.1 Department U-Visa Certifying Official 

The CIU Supervisor has been designated as the Department’s certifying 
official for the U-Visa program. It is the CIU Supervisor’s responsibility to 
determine if the applicant meets the conditions required on the U-
Nonimmigrant Status Certification Federal Form (I-918, Supplement B), a 
copy of which will be provided by the person requesting the U-Visa.  
 
If the qualifying criteria have been met, the certifying official shall complete 
the form in detail and sign and return the form. The ultimate decision 
regarding the issuance of the U-Visa is made by the federal government; 
the applicant cannot proceed, however, without the completion of the form 
by the Department. 
 

361.2 Arrests Involving Foreign Nationals 

The United States is obligated under international treaties and A.R.S. §13-
3906 to notify foreign consulates in certain situations when foreign 
nationals of their country are arrested, or otherwise detained for an 
extended period. These obligations include: 
 

 Immediately informing the foreign national of the right to have their 
government notified concerning the arrest/detention. 

 Informing the appropriate Consulate without delay if the foreign 
national asks that such notification be made. 

 In the case of certain countries, making such notification without 
delay, regardless of whether the arrestee/detainee wishes to have 
the notification made. 
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Arizona law also mandates this process in accordance with these 
obligations.  Due to variations in treaties, consular notification is voluntary 
in some situations (the arrestee’s choice), and mandatory in others 
(notification must be made whether the arrestee requests it or not). Each 
time a foreign national from a country is arrested or detained for an 
extended period of time, the officer with custody of the subject shall 
contact Communications to determine whether notification is voluntary or 
mandatory. 
 
Communications maintains a list of countries that require mandatory 
notification as well as fax numbers for Embassies and Consulates across 
the United States. 
 

 A Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet shall be completed 
each time a foreign national is arrested or detained for an extended 
period of time. 

 

 The officer with custody of the subject must ensure that the 
appropriate box is checked regarding the voluntary or mandatory 
notification status of the country and if Voluntary notification is 
declined. 

 

362 VOLUNTARY NOTIFICATION 

 
If the arrestee is from a voluntary notification country, the officer must 
advise the arrestee that, unless the arrestee waives notification, the officer 
will advise their consulate of their arrest.  The officer will document the 
time that the arrestee was advised and whether or not the arrestee waived 
notification. 
 
Mexico is a voluntary notification country. If a Mexican national is taken 
into custody or any other national from a country where consular 
notification is voluntary, the officer with custody of the subject must read 
statement number one (1) on the back of the Consular Notification Form 
and Fax Sheet to the arrestee. The officer will then document that the 
statement was read as well as the arrestee’s indication of understanding 

file://tmfp01/mpd$/Forms/Consular%20Forms%20Packet/consular%20notification.pdf
file://tmfp01/mpd$/Forms/Consular%20Forms%20Packet/consular%20notification.pdf
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and whether the arrestee wished for Consular Officials to be notified in the 
basic case report. 
 

 If the arrestee indicates that they wish for their Consulate to be 
notified, the officer shall fax the completed Consular Notification 
Form and Fax Sheet and fax it to the local Mexican Consulate, or 
the appropriate consular or embassy office, should the arrestee be 
from another voluntary notification country. 

 

 Submit the original copy of the Consular Notification Form and Fax 
Sheet and the fax receipt to Records. 

 

362.1 Mandatory Notification 

If the arrestee is from a country that requires mandatory notification of 
Consular Officials, then the officer with custody of the subject must read 
statement number two (2) on the back of Consular Notification Form and 
Fax Sheet to the arrestee. The officer will then document that the 
statement was read as well as the arrestee’s indication of understanding 
in the Case Report. 

 The officer shall fax the completed Consular Notification Form and 
Fax Notification Sheet to the appropriate Consulate or Embassy 
office. 

 Submit the original copy of the Consular Notification Form and Fax 
Sheet and the fax receipt to Records. 

 

362.2 Notification Response 

Once notification of the appropriate Consulate or Embassy has been 
made it is not necessary to wait for a reply before continuing with the 
investigation. If the Consulate does contact the officer and asks to speak 
with the suspect, the Consulate is entitled to reasonable, private access. 
That access does not take priority over the investigation. 

 
Unless the official is licensed to practice law in the United States, the 
Consulate or consular official may not act as an attorney and may not 
invoke any of the suspect’s rights on the suspect’s behalf. 

file://tmfp01/mpd$/Forms/Consular%20Forms%20Packet/consular%20notification.pdf
file://tmfp01/mpd$/Forms/Consular%20Forms%20Packet/consular%20notification.pdf
file://tmfp01/mpd$/Forms/Consular%20Forms%20Packet/consular%20notification.pdf
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Immigration Violations
414.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to members of the Oro Valley Police Department
for investigating and enforcing immigration laws.

414.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Detentions - A detention occurs when an officer intentionally, through words, actions or physical
force causes a reasonable individual to believe he/she is being required to restrict his/her
movement. Detentions also occur when an officer actually restrains a person’s freedom of
movement.

Consensual contacts - A consensual contact occurs when an officer contacts an individual but
does not create a detention through words, actions or other means. In other words, a reasonable
individual would believe that his/her contact with the officer is voluntary.

414.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Oro Valley Police Department that all members make personal and
professional commitments to equal enforcement of the law and equal service to the public.
Confidence in this commitment will increase the effectiveness of this department in protecting
and serving the entire community and recognizing the dignity of all persons, regardless of their
immigration status.

Consensual contacts with consenting individuals are encouraged by the Oro Valley Police
Department to strengthen community involvement, community awareness and problem
identification. Officers should be consistent about when they ask such consenting individuals for
identification in order to avoid the perception of disparate treatment based on race, color or national
origin.

414.3   ENFORCEMENT
An officer may detain an individual when there are facts supporting a reasonable suspicion that the
individual entered into the United States in violation of a federal criminal law. Federal authorities
shall be notified as soon as possible and the detained individual shall be immediately released if
the federal authorities do not want the person held. An officer should not detain any individual, for
any length of time, for a civil violation of federal immigration laws or a related civil warrant.

414.3.1   CIVIL VERSUS CRIMINAL OFFENSES
An individual who enters into the United States illegally has committed a misdemeanor (8 USC §
1325(a)). Generally, an alien who initially made a legal entry into the United States but remains
beyond what is a legal period of time has committed a federal civil offense.

Reasonable suspicion that a criminal immigration violation has occurred shall not be based on
race, color, national origin or any other generalization that would cast suspicion on or stigmatize
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any person, except to the extent permitted by the United States or Arizona Constitutions. Instead,
the totality of circumstances shall be used to determine reasonable suspicion, and shall include
factors weighing for and against reasonable suspicion.

Factors that may be considered in determining reasonable suspicion that a criminal immigration
violation has occurred may include, but are not limited to:

(a) An admission that the person entered the United States illegally.

(b) Reason to suspect that the person possesses immigration documentation that is
forged, altered or otherwise indicative that the person is not legally present in the
United States.

(c) While a lack of English proficiency may be considered, it should not be the sole factor
in establishing reasonable suspicion. When practicable, reasonable effort should be
made to accommodate persons with limited English proficiency.

(d) Proximity to a United States border or known routes for illegal entry into the United
States.

(e) Other factors based upon training and experience, particularly those identified by
Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) material.

414.3.2   DETERMINING IMMIGRATION STATUS DURING STOPS AND DETENTIONS
Unless it would hinder an investigation, officers shall, when practicable, make a reasonable
attempt to determine the immigration status of any person lawfully stopped or detained in the
enforcement of any state or local law or ordinance where reasonable suspicion exists that the
person is unlawfully present in the United States (ARS § 11-1051).

Attempts to determine the immigration status of a detained person should not prolong the detention
beyond the time it takes to complete the original investigation or other valid enforcement action.

A person is presumed to be lawfully present in the United States if the person provides any of
the following (ARS § 11-1051):

(a) A valid Arizona driver license or a valid Arizona non-operating identification license

(b) A valid tribal enrollment card or other form of tribal identification

(c) Any valid federal, state or local government-issued identification where proof of legal
presence in the United States was required before issuance

If appropriate documentation has been presented to the officer, no obligation exists to pursue
further investigation unless additional reasonable inquiry is warranted.

Circumstances may arise that make reasonable attempts to determine the immigration status of
a stopped or detained person impracticable (ARS § 11-1051). Examples of these circumstances
include, but are not limited to, time limitations, availability of personnel or other resources, issues
of officer safety and communication capabilities. Officers do not need a supervisor’s approval to
forgo such attempts in these circumstances but are expected to make reasonable decisions in
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good faith and based upon the totality of the circumstances presented at the time. Officers who
determine that no inquiry regarding a detained person’s immigration status is warranted should
notify a supervisor and document the reason for no inquiry or for an incomplete inquiry in an
associated dispatch log or report.

414.3.3   IMMIGRATION CHECKS
Immigration status may be determined through any of the following sources:

(a) A law enforcement officer who is authorized by the federal government under 8 USC
§ 1357  to verify or ascertain an alien's immigration status (sometimes referred to as
a 287(g) certified officer)

(b) Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

(c) U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

An officer shall verify from a 287(g) certified officer, ICE or CBP whether the person’s presence
in the United States relates to a federal civil violation or a criminal violation.

If the officer has facts that establish probable cause to believe that a person already lawfully
detained has committed a criminal immigration offense, he/she may continue the detention and
may request ICE or CBP to respond to the location to take custody of the detained person.
In addition, the officer should notify a supervisor as soon as practicable. No individual who is
otherwise ready to be released should continue to be detained only because questions about the
individual’s status are unresolved.

An officer is encouraged to forgo detentions made solely on the basis of a misdemeanor offense
when time limitations, availability of personnel, issues of officer safety, communication capabilities
or the potential to obstruct a separate investigation outweigh the need for the detention.

414.3.4   SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
When notified that an officer has detained a person and established probable cause to believe
the person has violated a criminal immigration offense, the supervisor should:

(a) Confirm that the detained person’s immigration status was properly verified.

(b) Ensure that the detained person is taken into custody when appropriate. Take any
additional steps necessary that may include, but are not limited to:

1. Transfer to federal authorities.

2. Lawful arrest for a criminal offense or warrant.

414.4   ARRESTS
Any person who is arrested shall have his/her immigration status checked. Unless the arrestee
continues to be suspected of some crime for which he/she may be held, custody should not be
prolonged for the immigration inquiry. The result of an immigration inquiry should be documented,
even if the arrestee has been released (ARS § 11-1051).



Oro Valley Police Department
Oro Valley PD Policy Manual

Immigration Violations

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2018/02/16, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by Oro Valley Police Department

Immigration Violations - 266

Supervisor notification is required prior to any arrest or vehicle impound related to or based upon
a person’s immigration status.

414.5   U-VISA/T-VISA NON-IMMIGRANT STATUS
Under certain circumstances, federal law allows temporary immigration benefits, known as a
U visa, to victims and witnesses of certain qualifying crimes (8 USC § 1101(a)(15)(U)). A law
enforcement certification for a U visa may be completed by an officer in order for a U visa to be
issued.

Similar immigration protection, known as a T visa, is available for certain qualifying victims of
human trafficking (8 USC § 1101(a)(15)(T)). A law enforcement declaration for a T visa may be
completed by an officer in order for a T visa to be issued.

Any request for assistance in applying for U visa or T visa status should be forwarded in a timely
manner to the Criminal Investigations Unit supervisor assigned to oversee the handling of any
related case. The Criminal Investigations Unit supervisor should:

(a) Consult with the assigned investigator to determine the current status of any related
case and whether further documentation is warranted.

(b) Contact the appropriate prosecutor assigned to the case, if applicable, to ensure the
certification or declaration has not already been completed and whether a certification
or declaration is warranted.

(c) Address the request and complete the certification or declaration, if appropriate, in a
timely manner.

1. The instructions for completing certification and declaration forms can be found
on the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) website.

(d) Ensure that any decision to complete, or not complete, a certification or declaration
form is documented in the case file and forwarded to the appropriate prosecutor.
Include a copy of any completed form in the case file.

414.6   PROCEDURES FOR IMMIGRATION COMPLAINTS
Reasonable options when a person reports immigration violations include referrals to ICE and/or
the Arizona Attorney General's office if the report relates to employment violations.

414.7   ICE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Requests by ICE, or any other federal agency, for assistance from this department should be
directed to a supervisor. The Department may provide available support services, such as traffic
control or peacekeeping efforts, to ICE or other federal agencies.

414.8   VICTIMS AND WITNESSES
To encourage crime reporting and cooperation in the investigation of criminal activity, all
individuals, regardless of their immigration status, must feel secure that contacting or being
addressed by members of law enforcement will not automatically lead to immigration inquiry and/
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or deportation. While it may be necessary to determine the identity of a victim or witness, members
shall treat all individuals equally and without regard to race, color or national origin in any way that
would violate the United States or Arizona Constitutions.

414.9   INFORMATION SHARING
No member of this department will prohibit, or in any way restrict, any other member from doing
any of the following regarding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any
individual (8 USC § 1373):

(a) Sending information to, or requesting or receiving such information from ICE

(b) Maintaining such information in department records

(c) Exchanging such information with any other federal, state or local government entity

(d) Members will not limit or restrict the enforcement of federal immigration laws to less
than the full extent permitted by federal law (ARS § 11-1051).

414.9.1   IMMIGRATION HOLDS
No individual should be held based solely on a federal immigration detainer under 8 CFR 287.7
unless the person has been charged with a federal crime or the detainer is accompanied by a
warrant, affidavit of probable cause, or removal order. Notification to the federal authority issuing
the detainer should be made prior to the release.

414.10   TRAINING
The Training Coordinator shall ensure that all applicable employees receive appropriate
immigration training supplied by Arizona POST.



 
 
 
Pima County Sheriff’s Department 

Policy– Border Related Issues 
Working Draft 3/7/2018 



Department Rules and Regulations 
Chapter 10: Arrest, Detention, and Transportation Procedures 
XII.       International Border Related Issues 
             

            Pima County shares approximately 125 miles of border with Mexico which allows trans-national 
traffic to pass, including illegal drug and human trafficking.    The Department will act to detect, 
deter, and investigate state and local crimes related to cross-border traffic while also cooperating 
with federal authorities.  

  
A.    Definitions 

  
1.     Racial or bias-based profiling- An inappropriate reliance on factors such as race, ethnicity, 

national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, economic status, age, cultural group, 
disability, or affiliation with any other similar identifiable group as a factor in deciding 
whether to take law enforcement action or to provide service. 

  
2.     Federal immigration authorities- Law enforcement officers authorized by the federal 

government under 8 USC § 1357 to verify or ascertain immigration status including 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 
and U.S. Border Patrol (USBP).  

  
B.    Department members shall not proactively pursue investigations regarding federal 

immigration law. 
  

C.    Department members shall not engage in racial or bias-based profiling. Department 
members may consider factors such as race or ethnicity in combination with other 
legitimate factors to establish reasonable suspicion or probable cause (e.g., suspect 
description is limited to a specific race or group). 
  

D.    Where reasonable suspicion exists a person is unlawfully present in the United States, a 
reasonable attempt shall be made to determine the immigration status of the person. 

  
1.     Department members shall not inquire of victims and witnesses about immigration status 

unless the crime involved includes an element related to immigration status. 
  

2.     Such efforts should not be made if determination of immigration status may hinder or 
obstruct an investigation. 
  

3.     Attempts to determine the immigration status of a person should not prolong the time it 
takes to complete the original investigation or other enforcement action.  
  

4.     Persons determined to be unlawfully in the United States by federal immigration authorities 
shall be  turned over to their custody.  
  

5.     Persons booked into the adult detention center shall have immigration status determined 
before the person is released. 
  

E.    Verification 
  

1.     Immigration status shall be verified with federal immigration authorities.  
  



2.     A person is presumed to be lawfully present in the United States if the person provides 
any of the following: 

  
                                3.     A valid Arizona driver license; 

  
                             4.     A valid Arizona non-operating identification license; 

  
                             5.     A valid tribal enrollment card or other form of tribal identification; 

  
                                                  6.     Any other valid United States federal, state or local government issued identification, if 

such entity requires proof of legal presence before issuance. 
  

F.     Interaction with Federal Immigration Authorities 
  

1.     Department members shall cooperate with federal immigration authorities. 
  
2.     Department members shall not participate in immigration checkpoints except when 

requested to respond to enforce a specific state or local statute. 
  
3.     Department members may participate in border security missions when approved by a 

bureau chief. 
  
4.     Department members shall comply with all federal and department reporting 

requirements. 
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Policy – Immigration 
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Immigration contact sheet created 10/2014 
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2300 IMMIGRATION POLICY  

  
The Department shall conduct all immigration enforcement activities in a manner consistent with 
federal and state laws regulating immigration and protecting the civil rights, privileges and 
immunities of all persons. This policy will not limit or restrict the enforcement of federal 
immigration laws to less than the full extent permitted by federal law. The Department expressly 
acknowledges that mere unauthorized presence in the United States is not a criminal offense, 
and enforcement of such civil violations is reserved for federal authorities. To that end, the 
Department recognizes and will seek to further the efforts of federal immigration authorities by 
considering guidelines and policies established by the federal government. 
 
The need for community trust and cooperation is an essential component of effective policing and 
public safety.  In furtherance of this principle, victims and witnesses of crime should not be the 
focus of immigration inquiries and should be encouraged to cooperate in the reporting and 
investigation of crime. 

 
Officers should be aware that the enforcement of state and federal laws related to immigration is 
a complex effort requiring the cooperation of multiple agencies and the consideration of multiple 
facts and circumstances.  Officers are encouraged to contact supervisors when necessary.  If at 
any time, in the sound judgment of an officer, the officer believes that deviation from this policy is 
appropriate, the officer should contact a supervisor.  
 
The operational needs of the agency and the overall safety of the community necessarily take 
priority when deciding how best to use limited department resources. Supervisors and 
commanders may direct law enforcement resources as the needs of the agency, or particular 
situations dictate, based upon existing circumstances.  
 
 

2310 DEFINITIONS   

 
Consensual Contact- 
Voluntary interaction with a person where a reasonable person would clearly understand they are 
free to leave or decline the officer’s request. 
 
Presumptive Identification- 
A person is presumed to be lawfully present in the United States if the person provides to a law 
enforcement officer or agency any of the following during a lawful detention or following an arrest: 
 
• A valid Arizona Driver License 
• A valid Arizona non-operating Identification License 
• A valid Tribal Enrollment Card or other form of tribal identification 
• If the entity requires proof of legal presence in the United States before issuance, any 

valid United States (U.S.) federal, state, or local government issued identification. 
Example--a U.S. Passport or U.S. Permanent Resident (Resident Alien) Card  

 
ICE/CBP-  
Refers to Immigration and Customs Enforcement or Customs and Border Protection. 
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Racial Profiling- 
The reliance on race, skin color, and/or ethnicity as an indication of criminality, including 
reasonable suspicion or probable cause, except when part of a specific suspect description.  
Racial profiling is prohibited. 

 
 

2320 CONSENSUAL CONTACTS 
 
2321 Officers have discretion to approach a person and seek to engage that person in a voluntary 

conversation.  The person contacted is not required to answer questions or produce any 
identification or other documentation, but may choose to do so voluntarily. If during the contact, 
the officer develops reasonable suspicion that the person has committed, is committing or is 
about to commit a crime, then the officer should proceed as directed in General Order 2330. 

 
2322 Officers will not make immigration status inquiries during consensual contacts with members of 

the public.  There is generally no obligation on the part of victims and witnesses to cooperate with 
law enforcement or assist in an investigation, so these encounters should be treated as 
consensual encounters.  Accordingly, officers will not make such inquiries of victims or witnesses, 
since discouraging cooperation will likely hinder or obstruct investigations and can negatively 
impact overall community trust and confidence.  Immigration status inquiries should only be made 
when necessary to further an investigation.   

  
 

2330 PERSONS LAWFULLY STOPPED OR DETAINED 
 
2331 Officers shall not stop or detain a person without reasonable suspicion that the person is, has 

been, or is about to be engaged in criminal activity. Suspicion of unlawful presence in the United 
States is not a legal basis for a stop or detention. A vehicle may not be stopped to determine the 
immigration status of the driver or occupants.  Passengers in a lawfully stopped vehicle are not 
required to provide identification or a true name unless they are suspected of a criminal violation 
or a violation of Title 28.   

 
Arizona law provides that if, during a lawful stop or detention of a person (“detainee”), an officer 
subsequently develops reasonable suspicion to believe a detainee is unlawfully present in the 
U.S., the officer must make a reasonable attempt to determine the immigration status of the 
detainee with either ICE/CBP), unless doing so would not be practicable or would hinder or 
obstruct the investigation.   Officers shall be mindful of discouraging persons to cooperate with 
law enforcement out of concern regarding their immigration status.  

 
� When it is not practicable- 

 
In determining whether it is practicable, officers should consider things such as workload, 
criticality of incident and of other present duties, available personnel on scene, location, 
available back up, ability to contact ICE/CBP and availability of ICE/CBP.   

 
� When the determination may hinder or obstruct an investigation- 
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The officer should consider when or whether to investigate immigration status in light of the 
need for suspect, victim and witness cooperation in an investigation (this consideration is not 
limited to the investigation for which you have detained the person, but rather overall 
cooperation with law enforcement).  For example, domestic violence situations or complex 
investigations of money laundering, human trafficking and drug smuggling may require 
significant cooperation of those involved. 

 
2332 In establishing whether there is reasonable suspicion to believe a person is unlawfully present in 

the U.S., an officer shall not consider the detainee’s race, color or national origin, except when it 
is part of a specific suspect description.  An officer may ask about a person’s citizenship after 
arrest for booking purposes. 

 
2333 If a detainee presents a form of presumptive identification as defined previously, the 

officer shall presume that the detainee is lawfully present in the U.S. 
 
 No further investigation into the person’s status is necessary or appropriate, unless there 

are additional facts that reasonably cast doubt on the person’s lawful presence. 
 
2334 If reasonable suspicion exists to believe a detainee is unlawfully present, and the detainee does 

not or cannot provide presumptive identification, then the officer will make a reasonable attempt 
to determine the person’s immigration status.  Officers shall document the reasonable suspicion 
that existed in their case report or citation narrative. 

 
 In determining whether reasonable suspicion of unlawful presence exists, officers should consider 

all possible relevant factors, including, but not limited to: 
 

� Lack of or false identification (if otherwise required by law),  
� Possession of foreign identification,  
� Flight and/or preparation for flight, engaging in evasive maneuvers, in vehicle, on foot, etc. 
� Voluntary statements by the person regarding their citizenship or lawful presence  

- Note that if the person is in custody for purposes of Miranda, s/he may not be 
questioned about immigration status until after the reading and waiver of Miranda 
rights. 

� Foreign vehicle registration,  
� Counter-surveillance or lookout activity,  
� In company of other unlawfully present persons,  
� In a location known for human smuggling or known smuggling routes, 
� Vehicles traveling in tandem,  
� Vehicle is overcrowded or rides heavily,  
� Prior information about the person,  
� Inability to provide their residential address,  
� Claim of not knowing others in same vehicle or at same location,  
� Providing inconsistent or illogical information,  
� Demeanor, e.g., unusual or unexplained nervousness, erratic behavior, refusal to make eye   

contact, and,  
� Significant difficulty speaking English  
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Except for admissions that a person is unlawfully present, no single factor constitutes 
reasonable suspicion and all factors must be viewed in their totality.  

 
2335 When reasonable suspicion exists to believe a detainee is unlawfully present in the U.S. but there 

are no state or local criminal violations, or any other lawful basis to continue the detention (i.e. 
completion of a traffic stop), the officer shall release the detainee without delay.  

 
If reasonable suspicion exists to believe a detainee is an unlawfully present person during a valid 
detention, the officer will attempt to contact ICE/CBP via TPD TWX.  If no information concerning 
the subject is obtained from ICE/CBP by the time that the basis for the detention is concluded, the 
detainee shall be released without delay. 

 
� The fact that ICE/CBP cannot verify a person’s status does not mean a person is lawfully or 

unlawfully present in the United States and provides no basis for any enforcement action to 
include transport or continued detention.  

 
� If ICE/CBP advises that there are federal criminal charges against the detainee, then the 

officer shall determine whether ICE/CBP will respond to take the person into custody or 
whether the officer should arrest the detainee and transport to the CBP Detention Facility. If 
an officer decides that transport is not feasible for operational reasons, such a determination 
shall be approved by a supervisor. 

 
� If ICE/CBP advises that the detainee only has federal civil charges, then the officer shall 

ask whether ICE/CBP will respond.  The detainee shall not be detained any longer than 
necessary to complete the officer’s initial reason for the stop or detention.  The officer shall 
not extend the detention to wait for ICE/CBP to respond.  

 
� Courts have clearly held that state and local peace officers do not have the authority to 

transport a person or take any other enforcement action for a civil violation of federal law. 
 

2336 Juveniles who are detained based upon reasonable suspicion to believe they are involved in 
criminal activity shall not be asked about immigration status without the presence of a parent, 
guardian or attorney. 

 
2337 School Resource Officers (SROs) shall remain mindful of their unique position as liaisons 

between the Department and one of the most vulnerable and impressionable segments of the 
community, students.  SROs shall seek to foster a sense of trust, cooperation and safety among 
the students with whom they interact.  SROs and other officers who respond to a school shall not 
compromise the ability of students to interact and cooperate with an SRO or other officers without 
fear of repercussion based upon their immigration status.  Accordingly, when interacting with 
students, School Resource Officers and/or other officers who respond to a school shall refrain 
from asking about immigration status. 

 
 

2340 ARRESTS 
 
2341 An officer shall not prolong a field release arrest to make an immigration status inquiry or to 

request verification of immigration status. If an officer has reasonable suspicion that an arrestee 
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is unlawfully present in the U.S., the officer will make a reasonable attempt to determine the 
arrestee's immigration status, in the same manner and subject to the same exceptions and 
presumptions provided under General Orders 2330 for persons lawfully stopped or detained.  If 
no information concerning the arrestee is obtained from TWX/ICE/CBP by the time that the field 
release process has concluded, the arrestee shall be released without delay. 

 
� If an arrestee presents a form of presumptive identification as defined previously, the officer 

shall presume that the arrestee is lawfully present in the U.S.  No further investigation into the 
person’s status is necessary or appropriate, unless there are additional facts that reasonably 
cast doubt on the person’s lawful presence. 

 
� Adult arrestees who are booked into jail will undergo immigration verification by jail 

personnel. 
 
2342     Officers shall comply with agency policies regarding consular notification per General Orders 

2390 for persons who self-identify as being foreign citizens. 
 
 

2350 CONTACTING ICE OR CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
 
2351   All contact with ICE/CBP for assistance or response shall be done via TWX to facilitate proper 

recordkeeping.  CBP will provide assistance and response in accordance with federal 
enforcement priorities. 

 
2352   In most instances, ICE/CBP will not provide immigration status unless they are able to physically 

verify information about a subject. The fact that an ICE/CBP cannot verify a person’s status does 
not mean a person is unlawfully present in the United States. 

 
2353 Any response by CBP shall not occur at a school. 
 
2354 CBP shall not be asked to respond solely to provide translation or other similar services. 
 
2355 A case report shall be generated documenting any field response by CBP.  A supervisor shall be 

notified by phone or other similar means if CBP is requested or responds to a scene. 
 
 

2360 DETENTION AND REMOVAL ORDER (DRO) HOLDS (usually an NCIC hit) 
 
2361 The Detention and Removal Office is a unit of ICE that has the responsibility of detaining and 

transporting undocumented persons apprehended by ICE, CBP and local law enforcement. 
 
2362 Once a person has been identified as being in the United States unlawfully, ICE will issue a DRO 

hold, which can be criminal or civil in nature.  ICE/CBP will generally not disclose whether the 
hold is criminal or civil, so officers shall not take any action based solely upon a DRO hold unless 
it is clearly identified as criminal.  

 
2363 Consular notification procedures as provided in General Orders 2390 shall be followed for any 

criminal detainee taken into custody pursuant to a DRO hold.  
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2370 NCIC ICE IMMIGRATION VIOLATOR FILE  
 
2371 ICE keeps a record of unlawfully present persons who have been convicted of a felony crime in 

the United States and have since been deported to their country of citizenship. This record is 
known as the Deported Felon File, which is located in the NCIC Immigration Violator File. 

 
2372 The Immigration Violator File contains the following additional categories: 
  

� The ICE Absconder category, which contains the records for individuals with an outstanding 
administrative warrant of removal from the United States who have unlawfully remained in the 
United States. 

 
� The ICE National Security Entry/Exit Registration System (NSEERS) category, which 

contains the records for individuals whom the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and 
ICE have determined have violated registration requirements for entry into the United States. 

 
� Police officers will not take enforcement action on Administrative Warrants or NSEERS hits, 

as these are civil or other non-criminal federal matters.  
 

 

2380   DOCUMENTATION 
 

Officers are reminded of their responsibility to thoroughly document all facts and circumstances 
supporting their decisions in the application of these statutes. 
 

 

2390 CONSULAR NOTIFICATION UPON ARREST OF FOREIGN NATIONALS  
 

The United States is obligated under international treaties to notify foreign Consular Officials 
when foreign nationals of their country are arrested or otherwise detained for an extended period 
in the United States.  These obligations include: 

 
� Immediately informing the foreign national of the right to have their government notified 

concerning the arrest/detention. 
 
� Informing the appropriate Consulate without delay if the foreign national asks that such 

notification be made. 
 
� In the case of certain countries, making such notification without delay, regardless of whether 

the arrestee/detainee wishes to have the notification made. 
 

Due to variations in treaties, consular notification is voluntary in some situations (up to the 
arrestee), and mandatory in others (notification must be made whether the arrestee requests it or 
not).  Whenever a foreign national from a country, other than Mexico, is arrested or detained for 
an extended period of time, the arresting officer shall contact Communications to determine 
whether notification is mandatory or voluntary. Communications has a list of countries that require 
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mandatory notification as well as a list of fax numbers for Embassies and Consulates around the 
United States. 

 
� A Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet (TPD#3208) shall be completed each time a 

foreign national is arrested or detained for an extended period of time.   
 
� The primary case officer is responsible for ensuring that the appropriate box is checked 

regarding the Voluntary or Mandatory notification status of the country and if Voluntary 
notification is declined.   

 
2391 Voluntary Notification 
 

Mexico is a voluntary notification country.  If a Mexican national is taken into custody, or any other 
national from a country where consular notification is voluntary, the arresting officer must read 
statement number one on the back of the Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet to the 
arrestee.  The officer will then document that the statement was read, as well as the arrestee’s 
indication of understanding and whether or not the arrestee wished for the Consular Officials to 
be notified in the Incident Report. 

 
� If the arrestee indicates that they wish for their Consulate to be notified, the officer shall fax 

the completed Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet to the local Mexican Consulate, or 
the appropriate consular or embassy office, should the arrestee be from another voluntary 
notification country.   

 
� Submit the original copy of the Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet and the fax receipt 

to Records. 
 

2392 Mandatory Notification 
 

If the arrestee is from a country that requires mandatory notification of Consular Officials, then the 
arresting officer must read statement number two on the back of Consular Notification Form and 
Fax Sheet to the arrestee.  The officer will then document that the statement was read as well as 
the arrestee’s indication of understanding in the Incident Report. 

 
� The officer shall fax the completed Consular Notification Form and Fax Notification Sheet to 

the appropriate Consulate or Embassy office 
 
� Submit the original copy of the Consular Notification Form and Fax Sheet and the fax receipt 

to Records. 
 

2393 Notification Response 
 

Once notification of the appropriate Consulate or Embassy has been made it is not necessary to 
wait for a reply before continuing with the investigation.  If the Consulate does contact the officer 
and asks to talk with the suspect, the Consulate is entitled to reasonable, private access.  That 
access does not take priority over the investigation.  The Consulate may not act as an attorney 
and may not invoke any of the suspect’s rights on the suspect’s behalf. 
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See G.O. 2119.1 for U and T Visas.  
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