COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE

PIMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER
130 W. CONGRESS, FLOOR 10, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317
(520) 724-8661 FAX (520) 724-8171

C.H. HUCKELBERRY
County Administrator

October 1, 2018

The Honorable Edward Manuel, Chairman
Tohono O’odham Nation

P. O. Box 837

Sells, Arizona 85634

Re: Our September 25, 2018 Tour of the Cultural Center, the Border, San Miguel Gate
and Vamori Wash

Dear Chairman Manuel:

Thank you for taking time out of your schedule to meet with Board of Supervisors Chairman
Richard Elias, Supervisor Sharon Bronson and myself to discuss a variety of issues. Your
Cultural Center staff is invited to participate with County staff in the development of a final
layout for the Visitors Center in the Historic Pima County Courthouse. We look forward to
your participation.

The border and US Border Patrol present a significant challenge to both of us. As you know,
the Board of Supervisors recently declined the Operation Stonegarden Grant. Enclosed is
data that should be of some assistance in understanding why the Board of Supervisors took
the policy position of rejecting the grant.

I now know why the Vamori Wash presents a significant challenge. The Regional Flood
Control District will fully participate and cooperate with the Nation on flood control projects
needed on the Nation.

Finally, we are very interested in fostering cross border economic development opportunities
with both the Nation and Mexico, specifically the Puerto Pefiasco area. We would be happy
to meet with you to discuss these matters.
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Again, thank you for the tour and the information you provided.
Sincerely,

C.

C.H. Huckelberry
County Administrator

CHH/anc
Enclosure

c: The Honorable Richard Elias, Chairman, Pima County Board of Supervisors
The Honorable Sharon Bronson, District 3 Member, Pima County Board of Supervisors
Jan Lesher, Chief Deputy County Administrator
Linda Mayro, Director, Office of Sustainability and Conservation
Richard Saunders Executive Director DPS, Tohono O’odham Nation
Bernard Siquieros, Curator of Education, Tohono O’odham Nation
Stephen Curley, Museum Administrator, Tohono O’odham Nation



Operation Stonegarden Facts

1.

Sheriff’s responsibility along the Pima/Mexico border is extremely limited

Pima County shares 123 miles of border with Mexico, but 96 percent of those miles
are through National Parks, Forests and Wildlife refuges, as well as the Tohono
O’odham Nation. The Sheriff is only responsible for 4 percent of the shared border
miles that run through privately-owned land and State Trust land. See Table 1 and

map titled Land Ownership in Pima county and Proximity to Mexico Border.

Table 1
Miles of Mexico

Jurisdiction Border Percent
Tohono O'Odham Nation 62 50%
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 30 24%
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge 16 13%
Coronado National Forest 6 5%
Bueno Aires National Wildlife Refuge 5 4%
State of Arizona 2 1%
Private 4 3%
Total 123 100%

Sheriff’s area of responsibility throughout Pima County is also limited

Pima County totals 9,187 square miles, 72 percent of which is Federal or Native
American land, and 28 percent is private, County-owned or State Trust land. The
Sheriff is only responsible for the portion of the private, county-owned or State Trust
land that is located outside of incorporated cities and towns, which is 24 percent the
total area of Pima County. See Table 2 and map titled Land Ownership in Pima county

and Proximity to Mexico Border.

Table 2
Square

Ownership Miles Percent
Bureau of Land Management 585 6%
Bureau of Reclamation 9 0%
Arizona Game and Fish 2 0%
Coronado National Forest 526 6%
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 514 6%
Saguaro National Park 138 2%
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge 174 2%
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge 626 7%
Barry Goldwater Air Force Range 90 1%
Davis Monthan Air Force Base 17 0%
Pascua Yaqui Reservation 1 0%
San Xavier Indian Reservation 111 1%
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Tohono O’odham Nation 3759 41%
Private land 1125 12%
County land 187 2%
State Trust land 1323 14%
Total 9187 | 100%

3. Majority of Operation Stonegarden citations and traffic stops by Sheriff's Department

are on State Highways

Sheriff law enforcement deputies are used almost exclusively on State Highways.
Analysis of a number of Operation Stonegarden (OPSG) operations using Sheriff
personnel indicates that a vast majority of vehicle stops (93 percent) and citations
issued (97 percent) occured on State routes or highways (State Routes 83, 85, 86
and 286 and Interstates 10 and 19). Vehicle stops on State highways are primarily
the responsibility of the Arizona Department of Public Safety. See Table 3 and maps
showing location of citations.

Table 3

Pima County Sheriff's Department OPSG FFY2016

# of # of Vehicle | # of Citations . # of # of Felony
. Operations Stops Issued Misdemeanor Arrests
Location Arrests
Ajo Subtotal 137 770 238 40 19
AZ 85 / AZ 86 88 642 213 35 15
AZ 85 / Mp 33-80 8 25 16 1 2
Lukeville Port of Entry 12 50 5 4 1
Ajo Desert 8 10 2
Ajo Area of Responsibility 15 2 1 1
Organ Pipe National Monument 6 41 1
Tucson Subtotal 214 4,240 569 301 141
AZ 86 /| AZ 286 87 2,281 363 148 18
Nogales Hwy Mp 58-51 12 391 390 24 3
1-10 / Avra Valley 39 504 41 53 45
I-10 / Silverbell 26 346 27 32 17
I-19 / Arivaca 24 310 18 16 35
SR 83/1-10 13 174 14 17 23
Arivaca 6 69 12 5
Three Points 2 22 2 1
Nogales Port of Entry 4 111 1 2
Old Nogales / Valencia 1 32 1 3
Total 351 5,010 807 341 160

4. Operation Stonegarden is a minor source of revenue for the Sheriff

The OPSG Grant provides for overtime payment to deputies. The overtime payment
is $1.1 million, this compares with a total of personnel services budget for the Sheriff
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of $131 million. Hence, OPSG provides less than one percent of the personnel service
funding for the Sheriff.

. Public Safety in the Rural Areas

OPSG Mission operations are controlled by the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol. A
Sheriff’'s law enforcement deputy is employed as a supplement to their defined
mission.

Enhanced Rural Law Enforcement — If the Sheriff was concerned about enhancing
rural law enforcement. Funds spent on OPSG can instead be used to hire nearly 11
deputies and pay for their salary, benefits and other costs associated.

. Arrests and Bookings into the Pima County Adult Detention Complex Related to OPSG

— Based on data starting in April 2018, there have been 72 arrests related to OPSG
leading to an individual being booked into the Pima County Adult Detention Complex
(PCADC). To put this into perspective, during the same time period, the PCADC had
12,796 bookings; therefore, these 72 OPSG arrests account for 0.56 percent of the
total bookings into the PCADC.

As of September 6, 2018, there were six inmates in custody as a result of OPSG
enforcement; three of the six individuals were non-citizens. Therefore, there were
only three non-citizen individuals in the PCADC in September 2018 out of a daily
population of 1,900 or more.
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