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Board of Supervisors – Call to the Public – February 19, 2019 

 

Bill Staples, Pima County Assessor 

 

Mr. Chairman, Board Members, I will try and keep my comments brief.  This coming Friday 

the 22nd we are going to mail out our 2020 valuation notices.  Attached to the handout I just 

gave you is the department of revenue’s review of our data files for equalization purposes and 

no equalization action is necessary.  One year ago, we mailed the 2019 valuation notices.  The 

difference, - - we have already conveyed the 2019 roll that was conveyed in December 2018.  

The difference between the ’18 and ’19 role is almost 5%, 5.75%.  Approximately 1% of that 

is growth.  The truth in taxation notices that I just handed out are going to require you folks 

to lower your primary rate by 14.4 cents to avoid publishing a public notice that you were 

raising taxes.  If you reduce your rate by 18.5 cents that will allow you to collect that same 

amount in primary taxes this coming year ’19, as you did in ’18.  Okay, I am pausing for effect 

on that because leaving the tax rate the same as Supervisor Valadez likes to talk about, you 

are going to increase your collection by $16 million.  Okay, you are raising taxes, leaving the 

rate the same.  Stores that increase prices then have a sale are not having a sale. They are 

being misleading and that is what is what Supervisor Bronson and County Administrator Mr. 

Huckelberry did, stating that we’re lowering our rates by historic amounts before the 2018 

tax bills went out.  I think you’ve heard enough from your constituents that said no, our taxes 

does not go down, and I’m here to point out that it’s February of ’19.  You are not going to 

set your rates until August of ’19.  But those rates are already known and they are in those 

legal notices - - the notices that I’m required to publish every year per statute.  So I know you 

can’t ask any questions.  So thank you very much for your time. 
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Table 1: Budget Years Requiring a Truth in Taxation Hearing  

 

CATEGORY 

FISCAL 

YEAR 

ADOPTED 

TAX RATE   

TRUTH IN 

TAXATION 

RATE 

TNT 

HEARING 

REQUIRED 

Primary  FY 10/11 3.3133   3.3870 NO 

  FY 11/12 3.4178   3.6118 NO 

  FY 12/13 3.4178   3.5480 NO 

  FY 13/14 3.6665   3.7191 NO 

  FY 14/15 4.2779   3.7633 YES 

  FY 15/16 4.3877   4.3025 YES 

  FY 16/17 4.2896   4.3581 NO 

  FY 17/18 

* 

4.4596   4.2119 YES 

  FY 18/19 4.0696   4.4014 NO 

 

 

Reasons for exceeding primary property Truth in Taxation tax rate: 

1. Great Recession fund balance depletion as well as road repairs and Sheriff funding. 

 

2. Attempted State cost transfer of 1% property tax limitation. 

 

3. $0.25 road repair tax. 


