


 

 

Date:   August 21, 2020 
 
To:    The Honorable Chairman and Members 
  Pima County Board of Supervisors 
 
Re:   COVID‐19 – Masks Make a Difference 
 
After a dangerous surge in COVID‐19 cases, pandemic conditions are improving in our state. The crisis 
we have been experiencing in recent months stressed our health systems, public health and our local 
economy in unprecedented ways.  As clinical leaders of Arizona’s leading healthcare delivery systems 
and organizations we have a growing concern about the confluence of COVID‐19 and the upcoming flu 
season.  Our healthcare systems cannot afford to experience anything similar to what just occurred: 
emotionally, financially or intellectually.  As such, we are seeking your strong support for universal 
masking in every county of our state.  
 
Evidence underscoring the impact of masking and its effectiveness continues to accumulate. In fact, 
masking may be the most significant tool in our toolkit, until an impactful treatment, vaccine or herd 
immunity is achieved. While many individuals will choose to exercise the safer behavior of masking 
while in public, we firmly believe that it takes strong local guidance to achieve the level of compliance 
needed to effectively combat subsequent waves and hotspots of COVID‐19 spread.  
 
We are collectively writing to counties in the state of Arizona to implore you to take action for masking 
in your communities.  Attached please find evidence supporting masking.  We recognize that your 
county has already taken official action in unincorporated areas.  We want to say thank you and urge 
you to take further action to include incorporated areas as well. 
 
Arizona’s Chief Medical Officers have proudly come together to serve the best interests of our state. We 
remain strongly united in our goal to navigate this pandemic, blunting its impact on our communities. 
We are calling upon you, because we need your help to be successful. We remain available to 
collaborate with you, your local department of health or any other stakeholder to  
help us collectively support broad masking requirements during the pandemic.  
  
A physician member of our team can be available to review this letter and supporting documents with 
you, if helpful.  Please contact Kimberly Hall at Kimberly.hall2@bannerhealth.com to request more 
information from a member of our team.  We look forward to further conversation about how to keep 
your citizens safe, even as more community businesses begin to open again.  
 
Signed, 
 
Dr. Marjorie Bessel 
Chief Clinical Officer 
Banner Health 
 
Dr. Bill Ellert 
Chief Medical Officer 
Abrazo Healthcare and Carondelet Healthcare 
 
Dr. Keith Frey 
Chief Medical Officer ‐ Arizona Division 
Dignity Health 
 

 
Dr. Mark Carroll 
Chief Medical Officer 
Health Choice Arizona 
 
Dr. Stephanie Jackson 
Senior Vice President, Chief Clinical Value 
Officer 
Honor Health 
 
Dr. Dianna Mahoney  
Chief Medical Officer 
Indian Health Service 



 

 

 
Dr. Dena Wilson  
Acting Chief Medical Officer 
Indian Health Service, Phoenix Area 
 
Dr. Alyssa Chapital  
Hospital Medical Director 
Mayo Clinic 
 
Dr. Leon Pontikes 
NAHMG and VVMC Chief Medical Officer 
Northern Arizona Healthcare Medical Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Michael Ritchey  
Chief Medical Officer 
Phoenix Children’s 
 
Dr. Michael White 
Executive Vice President, Chief Clinical Officer 
Valleywise Health 
 
Dr. Anthony Torres 
Chief Medical Officer 
Yavapai Regional Medical Center 
 
 
 



Event title/location if applicable

AZ Masking Requirements

AZ System Chief Medical Officers



Article

CDC director says U.S. could have "worst fall" ever if public 
health measures are not followed
"This could be the worst fall from a public health perspective we've 
ever had," said CDC Director Dr. Robert Redfield.

Read in CBS News: https://apple.news/AL6w80sUKTO6F-2nNuwu5nA



Mask like a Hero

Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UbOi6Gegiw&list=PLnSXT-
M_BnWka-4zuYkEKB9Ftz7vZCGTJ&index=12&t=0s



US 14-day Trends by State

AZ
• 121 new cases per million population 

per day
• 56% decrease in new cases in the past 

14 days
• 7-day trend in positivity rate is 9.3% 

and is decreasing
• Testing has dropped significantly, 33% 

of incidence adjusted target

Source: https://www.covidexitstrategy.org/ 8/19/20



Arizona Hospitalization Trends- Inpatient

Source: https://azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php

AZ Inpt Capacity: unavailable Current Week Positivity Rate: 6%

8/19/20



Arizona Hospitalization Trends- ICU

Source: https://azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php

AZ ICU Capacity: unavailable Ventilator Capacity: 32% 

8/19/20



AZ Percent Positive 

Source: https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php 8/19/20
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Do Masks Really Decrease the Spread of 
COVID-19?



About 40% of cases have no symptoms



U.S. Data: 5 states & NYC

• Yale study: CT, FL, MO, NYC, UT, WA
• Looked at left over blood samples 1.1% (WA) to 6.9% 

(NYC) infected
• Conclusion: 1 in 10 infected cases are reported to 
public health

Havers et al, doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.06.25.20140384



ASU Projections for Maricopa County

• About 7% of the MC population estimated to be infected by the 
virus to date (vs. 5% in AZ)

• There are 8 cases in Maricopa County for every case reported to 
Public Health
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8 Cases with Close Contacts

CASE CSE CASE CASE

CASE CASE CASE CASE

CAS
E



Effects of contact tracing
If we reach 100% of contacts…
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We still miss 87% of all cases and contacts.



Mask requirements mitigate spread from ALL cases, 
even if they are not reported.
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Mask Mandates Work: Data from 15 states & DC
After a 14 day period, case rates declined

Community use of 
face masks and 

COVID-19: 
Evidence from a 

natural experiment 
of state mandates 

in the US. 
Lyu et al. Health 
Affairs (June 16, 

2020). 



Maricopa County

8/19/20



Maricopa County

8/19/20



US States Requiring Masks

Source: https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/19/us/states-face-mask-coronavirus-trnd/index.html

More than half of U.S. 
states now require masks



US Chains Requiring Masks

• Albertsons
• Aldi
• Apple
• AT&T
• Bed Bath & Beyond
• Best Buy
• BJ’s Wholesale Club
• Costco
• CVS Health

• Gap Inc.
• H-E-B
• Home Depot
• Kohl’s
• Kroger
• Lowe’s
• Menard’s
• Panera Bread
• Publix

• Starbucks
• Target
• Trader Joe’s
• Verizon
• Walgreens
• Walmart
• Winn-Dixie
• Whole Foods Market

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/article/which-stores-require-masks.html



How can we help the state by masking?



Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html

Weekly Cases per capita

When new hot spots emerged 
and receded

8/12/20



Source: http://www.leagueaz.org/e/covid_19/mask_requirements.html Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html



AZ Mask Requirements

Source: http://www.leagueaz.org/e/covid_19/mask_requirements.html

County Municipal Mask Requirements
Apache County No Official Action

Apache Eagar No Official Action

Apache Springerville No Official Action

Apache St. Johns No Official Action

Conchise County No Official Action

Cochise Benson Required

Cochise Bisbee Required

Cochise Douglas Required

Cochise Huachuca City No Official Action

Cochise Sierra Vista Required

Cochise Tombstone Required

Cochise Wilcox No Official Action

Coconino County* Required

Coconino Flagstaff Required

Coconino Page Required

Coconino Sedona*** Required

Coconino Tusayan Required

Coconino Williams No Official Action

Gila County No Official Action

Gila Globe Required

Gila Miami Required

Gila Payson Required

Gila Star Valley Required

Graham County No Official Action

Graham Duncan No Official Action

Graham Pima No Official Action

Graham Safford No Official Action

Graham Thatcher No Official Action

County Municipal Mask Requirements
Greenlee County No Official Action

Greenlee Clifton Required

La Paz County No Official Action

La Paz Parker Recommended

La Paz Quartsite No Official Action

Maricopa County** Required

Maricopa Apache Junction*** No Official Action

Maricopa Avondale Required

Maricopa Buckeye Required

Maricopa Carefree Required

Maricopa Cave Creek Recommended

Maricopa Chandler Required

Maricopa El Mirage Recommended

Maricopa Fountain Hills Recommended

Maricopa Gila Bend No Official Action

Maricopa Gilbert Required

Maricopa Glendale Required

Maricopa Goodyear Required

Maricopa Guadalupe Required

Maricopa Litchfeild Park No Official Action

Maricopa Mesa Required

Maricopa Paradise Valley Recommended

Maricopa Peoria Required

Maricopa Phoenix Required

Maricopa Queen Creek*** Recommended

Maricopa Scottsdale Required

Maricopa Surprise Required

Maricopa Tempe Required

Maricopa Tolleson Required

Maricopa Wickenburg*** No Official Action

Maricopa Youngtown Required



AZ Mask Requirements

Source: http://www.leagueaz.org/e/covid_19/mask_requirements.html

County Municipal Mask Requirements
Mohave County No Official Action

Mohave Bullhead City Required

Mohave Colorado City Recommended

Mohave Fredonia Recommended

Mohave Kingman Required

Mohave Lake Havasu City Required

Navajo County No Official Action

Navajo Holbrook No Official Action

Navajo Pinetop‐Lakeside Required

Navajo Show Low No Official Action

Navajo Snowflake No Official Action

Navajo Taylor Required

Navajo Winslow Required

Pima County* Required

Pima Oro Valley Required

Pima Sahuarita No Official Action

Pima South Tucson Required

Pima Tucson Required

Santa Cruz County* Required

Santa Cruz Nogales Required

Santa Cruz Patagonia Required

County Municipal Mask Requirements
Pinal County No Official Action

Pinal Apache Junction*** No Official Action

Pinal Casa Grande Required

Pinal Coolidge Required

Pinal Eloy Required

Pinal Florence Recommended

Pinal Hayden Required

Pinal Kearney No Official Action

Pinal Mammoth Required

Pinal Marana No Official Action

Pinal Maricopa Required

Pinal Queen Creek*** Recommended

Pinal Superior Required

Pinal Winkelman Required

Yavapai County No Official Action

Yavapai Camp Verde No Official Action

Yavapai Chino Valley Recommended

Yavapai Clarkdale Required

Yavapai Connonwood Required

Yavapai Dewey‐Humboldt No Official Action

Yavapai Jerome Required

Yavapai Prescott Recommended

Yavapai Prescott Valley Recommended

Yavapai Sedona*** Required

Yavapai Wickenburg*** No Official Action

Yuma County* Required

Yuma San Luis Required

Yuma Somerton Required

Yuma Wellton No Official Action

Yuma Yuma Required



How can we work together?
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