MEMORANDUM

Date: February 5, 2020

To: The Honorable Chairman and Members From: C.H. Huckelberry
Pima County Board of Supervisors County AdminiW
Re: Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Received and Conveyed by the Pima County

Sanitary Sewerage System

Introduction

On January 29, 2020, | shared with you the Environmental Toxic Substance Assessment:
Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in Pima County Water prepared by the
Environment, Exposure Science, and Risk Assessment Center of The University of Arizona,
College of Public Health under contract with the Pima County Health Department. Within
that report, the authors state, “PFAS are released to the environment during industrial
production, firefighting foam application, wastewater treatment plant discharge, biosolids
land application, and surface waste (i.e. landfills) leaching into groundwater. PFAS can be
found in wastewater treatment plant effluent if PFAS chemicals are present in the influent.”

This memorandum outlines proactive measures the Regional Wastewater Reclamation
Department (RWRD) is taking to better understand and address potential risks from PFAS in
wastewater and biosolids. While there are thousands of existing PFAS compounds, the
analytical methods for understanding and measuring these are still emerging and so this
analysis will concentrate on the two most studied compounds to date: Perfluorooctanoic
Acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS).

Prohibited Wastes per Pima County Code

In an attempt to limit PFAS from entering the public sanitary sewerage system to the extent
possible, RWRD has drafted a Pima County Code text amendment prohibiting the discharge
of Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF). AFFF is a firefighting foam used by commercial and
military emergency fire-response teams to combat petroleum-based fires and variations of it
are known to contain PFAS.

While there are a handful of commercial properties who currently utilize AFFF containing
PFAS, there is currently no regulation prohibiting its discharge into the public sanitary
sewerage system. To address this, Title 13 Public Services, Division Ill Industrial Waste,
Chapter 13.36., Article lll. Regulated Wastes, 13.36.600 Prohibited Wastes should be
amended to include the following prohibition:
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