






 
 
 

 

Dear Property Owner,  
 
The Bighorn Fire has increased the risk of flash floods and mudflows in your area. You are receiving 
this notice because the Pima County Regional Flood Control District is concerned that your 
property may be at increased risk of flooding. 
 
Pima County residents living adjacent to washes downstream of the Bighorn Fire burn area should 
be aware of the increased risk of flooding due to the fire and take appropriate steps to mitigate that 
risk. Loss of vegetation and physical changes to the soil leave burned areas prone to increased 
runoff and erosion. This combination can cause flash floods and mudflows to flow faster and with 
more volume than normal flows during a typical monsoon storm. These flows, which can include 
ash, mud, and vegetative debris, increase flood risk for those who work and live in downstream 
areas.  
 
The Bighorn Fire has created hazardous flooding conditions for many of the washes that flow from 
the Coronado National Forest into the Town of Oro Valley and the Catalina Foothills areas.  Flash 
floods may overtop wash channel banks and cause damage in adjacent areas, even beyond the 
limits of the regulatory flood. See the attached infographic for more information on this flood risk.  
 
After the Aspen Fire on Mt Lemmon in 2003, flash floods and mudflows resulted in at least one 
reported fatality and caused extensive property damage in watershed areas downstream of the 
burn area.   
 
What can you do? 
 
Sign up for MyAlerts.  The Pima County Office of Emergency Management’s MyAlerts 
(www.myalerts.pima.gov) system allows the Regional Flood Control District to provide near real-
time flood alerts to Pima County residents within certain watersheds. Residents who sign up for 
MyAlerts using addresses within these watercourses will receive messages about flood events in 
their area. This warning system is the most effective way for the Flood Control District to notify 
residents about flood events. Due to the increased flood risk associated with the Bighorn Fire, the 
Flood Control District recommends that you sign up for MyAlerts. Find additional information 
about the MyAlerts Flood Alert Messaging webpage at www.pima.gov/floodalerts.  
 
Floods are dynamic and this warning system will not be perfect, but is our attempt to provide you 
an opportunity to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your structure. It is possible that 
properties that get a warning will not flood, and properties that were not warned are impacted.   
 
Get Flood insurance: Normally, there is a 30-day waiting period from the time that flood insurance 
is purchased to when it becomes effective. When the risk of flooding increases due to wildfires that 
occur on federal land, the National Flood Insurance Program provides an exception should your 
structure get flooded within the 30- day waiting period. Your insurance adjuster will apply for the 
exception as necessary. See the attached information sheet. The Flood Control District recommends 
that you acquire flood insurance. The cost does not change due to the fire and you may be surprised 
how inexpensive it is, especially if your structure is not within a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area.   
 



 

 

Protect your structure(s): A common response to the threat of flooding is to protect ones entire 
property. However, frequently some of that land is necessary to convey flows and obstructing the 
flow path risks adversely affecting other properties. The best course of action is to identify ways to 
protect your residence from flood damage. The use of sandbags in the doorways, or small 
diversions just upstream of the residence is usually the most effective way to protect the residence 
while leave the rest of the property open to flow. Protecting more than just your structures may 
cause harm to your neighbors and leave you open to civil lawsuits. It may also be a violation of the 
Floodplain Ordinance, leaving you open to enforcement action and fines. 
 
Pima County is providing sandbags for impacted residents. They are available at Brandi Fenton 
Park at the location shown on the map below. 
 

 
 
 
Visit the following web sites for additional Information: 
 
Create an Emergency Response Plan –
https://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Flood%20Control/Publi
c%20Outreach/emergency-response-plan-guide.pdf  (Also available at the links below) 
Floods Follow Fires – www.pima.gov/FloodsFollowFires/ 
Be Flood Safe – www.pima.gov/BeFloodSafe/ 
 

https://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Flood%20Control/Public%20Outreach/emergency-response-plan-guide.pdf
https://webcms.pima.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/Government/Flood%20Control/Public%20Outreach/emergency-response-plan-guide.pdf
http://www.pima.gov/FloodsFollowFires/
http://www.pima.gov/BeFloodSafe/








   
 
 

 

 
 

Emergency Response Plan Guide 
 
There are a lot of great examples on the internet to help you create an emergency response plan. We’ll 
highlight a few from respected sources and give you some flood specific tips for you to include in your plan 
for your home or business. Go to http://www.pima.gov/FloodAlerts/ for additional resources to help you 
create your plan. 
 
For Your Home 
 Flood waters can arrive very quickly on desert washes, so it’s important to have a “Go Kit” handy at all 

times in case you need to evacuate at a moment’s notice. Keep water, shelf stable food, a flashlight, spare 
phone charger and other essentials in it at all times, then add things like medications to it when you have 
to evacuate. 

 Don’t forget to include pet supplies in your Go Kit. 
 Establish a family rallying point well outside the floodplain. Make sure there is a safe travel route from 

your home, work, or school to that location so that everyone can get there.  
 Establish a reliable person outside your immediate area for everyone to contact and relay messages 

through in case phone systems are down or someone’s cellphone battery dies. Make sure everyone 
memorizes the email and phone number of your designated contact person. 

 Have sandbags handy. You can also search “sandless sandbags” for other alternatives that may work 
better for you. 

 
For Your Business 
 Have a plan for closing the business down in an emergency. 
 Keep a list of employee phone numbers and let them know when not to come to work due to flooding. 
 Make sure employees establish safe travel routes to and from work in times of flooding. 
 Your plan should include being prepared for employees remaining at work until it is safe to leave. 
 Have sandbags handy. You can also search “sandless sandbags” for other alternatives that may work 

better for you. 
 
Medical Care, Assisted Living, Child Care, Utilities, or other Critical Facility 
There are special considerations for medical facilities, assisted living facilities, schools, day care facilities, or 
other locations considered to be vital in an emergency, like utilities providers. 
 If your facility includes individuals who will not be self-sufficient in an emergency (patients, elderly, 

children), make sure to discuss your plan with the Office of Emergency Management. They will need to 
know how many people may need assistance and what kind of assistance will be needed. 

 Utility companies should have a continuity of operations plan. 
 
Internet Resources 
The District recommends looking at each of the resources below and picking one that works best for you. 
 
Ready.gov  – https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan  

Red Cross – https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/make-a-plan.html  

FEMA  – https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/89518  

http://www.pima.gov/FloodAlerts/
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/make-a-plan.html
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/89518
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