
 
 
 
 
 
        Date:  March 23, 2020 
 
 
To: The Honorable Chairman and Members  From: C.H. Huckelberry 
 Pima County Board of Supervisors    County Administrator 
 
Re: Measures Taken to Reduce Jail Population in Event of COVID-19 Pandemic Virus Cases 

within the Pima County Adult Detention Complex 
 
I am enclosing a memorandum I received from the Sheriff regarding this subject after I requested 
information regarding their preparation measures associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  These 
measures are as outlined in Items 1-7 of his March 18, 2020 memorandum (Attachment 1).   

I am pleased that the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court has already begun to address these issues 
as indicated in his Administrative Order No. 2020-09 (Attachment 2).  As you can see, the Superior 
Court Criminal Bench Presiding Judge Liwski has taken decisive action to reduce the detention facility 
population to allow for potential isolation of inmates who may exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.   

In addition, the County Attorney has also issued a number of actions designed to limit the individuals 
taken into custody on certain offenses.  These actions should also significantly reduce our detention 
complex population.   

It is unlikely that the transfer of remanded juveniles to the juvenile detention facility will be feasible 
due to sight and sound separation, constitutional requirements between juvenile and adult offenders.  
However, we have notified Casa Alitas operated by Catholic Community Services that as their number 
of asylum seekers decline we may be in a position to ask them to vacate the facility in favor of 
COVID-19 patients who may be in shelters or who are homeless.   

Please keep in mind this is simply a contingency plan and current circumstances to not warrant 
implementation of such.   
 
 
c: The Honorable Barbara LaWall, Pima County Attorney 
 The Honorable Mark Napier, Pima County Sheriff 
 The Honorable Kyle Bryson, Presiding Judge, Superior Court 
 The Honorable Danelle Liwski, Criminal Bench Presiding Judge, Superior Court 
 The Honorable Kathleen Quigley, Presiding Judge, Juvenile Court 
 Jan Lesher, Chief Deputy County Administrator 
 Francisco García, MD, MPH, Deputy County Administrator and Chief Medical Officer,  

  Health and Community Services  
 Dr. Bob England, Director, Health Department 
 Mary Jacobs, Town Manager, Town of Oro Valley 
 Jamsheed Mehta, Town Manager, Town of Marana 
 Michael Ortega, Manager, City of Tucson 
 Kelly Udall, Town Manager, Town of Sahuarita 
 John Vidaurri, City Manager, City of South Tucson 














