MEMORANDUM

Date: September 23, 2020

To: The Honorable Chairman and Members From: C.H. Huckelberry
Pima County Board of Supervisors County AdminisW/

Re: COVID-19 Update #10

| have attached five documents for your information.

Attachment 1 is the weekly case plot of COVID-19 cases between September 13, 2020 and
September 19, 2020. As you can see, the weekly case plot has dramatically shifted toward
the University of Arizona and surrounding areas.

Attachment 2 is more specific number of cases by building location in the vicinity of the
University of Arizona. These case counts may still represent an undercount since issues
continue to impact the timeliness of electronic transfer of testing data from testing that is
occurring and around the University of Arizona.

Attachment 3 is the most recent case count by day in Pima County for the month of
September. As you can see, the numbers reported on September 17 and September 18 were
substantial and represent this backlog of antigen positive cases from the University of
Arizona. This means the results from testing that began in August were only recently added
to the State’s COVID-19 case list.

It is inevitable that the increase in the number of COVID 19 cases and the overall test
positivity rate associated with current viral transmission in the area of the University of
Arizona will have a negative impact on the State metrics used to permit the gradual opening
of businesses (bars, gyms, theatres, restaurants and water parks) and public and charter
schools.  We anticipate that State’s Business Dashboard metrics will move from moderate
to substantial transmission; and that will trigger the State to further tighten restrictions for
these operators. Likewise, at least one of the State’s COVID-19 School Benchmark targets
( <100 cases per 100,000 population) is likely to be missed. In the case of public schools,
the County and the Districts are granted more flexibility in terms of the actions that are
triggered, however we cannot ignore the fact that an important indicator may move to the
red zone. '

We believe that this uptick in cases will be temporary. The timely and decisive action by
the Health Department to “voluntarily quarantine” greek houses as early as August 29 and
to begin testing aggressively in these and other off-campus student populations likely
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prevented broader transmission. It is notable that at this time all but 6 greek houses are
under voluntary restrictions. In addition, the recent “stay at home” recommendation issued
jointly by the County, the University and the City of Tucson, appears to be curtailing
significant off-campus activity. The Health Department’s closure of pools, spas, and fitness
facilities and common areas in off-campus student apartments in the neighborhoods that
surround the University, as well as overall improved enforcement on and off-campus will
also assist in reducing the spread of COVID-19. These actions we believe are beginning to
have an impact, and will ultimately slow viral transmission in this group. This means the
adverse impact on the State metrics is likely to be temporary.

Other factors also point to the University reopening as the major source of latest increases
that Pima County has experienced since mid-august. Among these is the dramatic recent
rise in cases among individuals in that age group, (Attachment 4) combined with geomapping
data which identifies the domicile of recent infected individuals in the university dormitories,
the greek houses and the off-campus apartments that serve students all located in the area
of the University of Arizona and surrounding neighborhoods. Between August and
September the largest increase in infections occurred in the age group under 20 followed by
the 20 to 44 year olds. Additionally, the number of COVID related hospitalizations and
deaths continue to drop significantly, reflecting the much better clinical outcomes that are
experienced by this younger age cohort. {Attachment 5)

We will continue to provide the Board of Supervisors the weekly case locations throughout
the region to determine if the location of infection for COVID-19 is geographically shifting.
This data significantly informs our need to provide testing, in particular, mobile testing to
detect hotspot infections as they occur and begin to isolate infected individuals.

CHH/anc
Attachments

c: Jan Lesher, Chief Deputy County Administrator
Francisco Garcia, MD, MPH, Deputy County Administrator & Chief Medical Officer,
Health and Community Services
Terry Culien, MD, MS, Public Health Director, Pima County Health Department
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Current COVID-19 Case Information
Arizona and Pima County

September
AZ Pima Co Pima Co Testing
# of Cases Change from AZ % Change from Pima % # of Deaths Change from State Pima Co Change from %
AZ Pima Previous Day Change Previous Day Change AZ Pima Previous Day Total total Prev Day Change
1-Sep| 202342 21286 507 0% 65 0% 5044 576 0 1-Sep 1475209 195053 606 0%
2-Sep| 202861 21294 519 0% 8 0% 5065 574 -2 2-Sep 1480456 195697 644 0%
3-Sep| 203953 21443 1091 1% 149 1% 5130 590 16 3-Sep 1490996 197214 1517 1%
4-Sep| 204681 21574 728 0% 131 1% 5171 593 3 4-Sep 1505837 203204 5990 3%
5-Sep| 205516 21834 836 0% 260 1% 5207 596 3 5-Sep 1522472 210083 6879 3%
6-Sep| 205766 21888 250 0% 54 0% 5221 596 0 6-Sep 1529658 210993 910 0%
7-Sep| 205964 22000 198 0% 112 1% 5219 596 0 7-Sep 1534740 211772 779 0%
8-Sep| 206045 22035 81 0% 35 0% 5221 596 0 8-Sep 1538510 212205 433 0%
9-Sep| 206541 22071 496 0% 36 0% 5251 596 0 9-Sep 1541471 212822 617 0%
10-Sep| 207002 22140 461 0% 69 0% 5273 600 4 10-Sep 1545586 213240 418 0%
11-Sep| 207523 22247 521 0% 107 0% 5288 600 0 11-Sep 1553079 214440 1200 1%
12-Sep| 208128 22357 605 0% 110 0% 5315 602 2 12-Sep 1563003 215618 1178 1%
13-Sep| 209512 22418 384 0% 61 0% 5322 602 13-Sep 1573157 218648 3030 1%
14-Sep| 208725 22511 213 0% 93 0% 5322 602 0 14-Sep 1578693 219567 919 0%
15-Sep| 209209 22643 484 0% 132 1% 5344 601 -1 15-Sep 1588790 220213 646 0%
16-Sep| 209907 22887 694 0% 244 1% 5371 602 1 16-Sep 1605444 222362 2148 1%
17-Sep| 211660 23563 1753 1% 676 3% 5409 612 10 17-Sep 1630300 223912 1550 1%
18-Sep| 212942 24313 1281 1% 750 3% 5461 613 1 18-Sep 1639206 225888 1976 1%
19-Sep| 213551 24511 610 0% 198 1% 5467 613 0 19-Sep 1650793 229097 3207 1%
20-Sep| 214018 24610 469 0% 99 0% 5476 615 2 20-Sep 1662321 232679 3582 2%
21-Sep| 214251 24647 233 0% 37 0% 5478 615 0 21-Sep 1670418 235134 2457 1%
22-Sep| 214846 24798 595 0% 151 1% 5498 617 2 22-Sep 1680643 237322 2189 1%
23-Sep| 215284 25004 438 0% 206 1% 5525 613 -4 23-Sep 1693411 241456 4134 2%
September 1 - September 23 3718
Monthly Case Number Increases
Age Group: Ethnicity 153 March March 25 - March 31 Case Increase
<20 4230 17% White NH 7096 28%
20-44 11529 46% Hispanic 9010 36% | 1024 [April  |apriti-aprizo casencrease |
45 -54 3406 14% Nat Am 759 3%
55-64 2758 11% Black 690 3% L1101 [May Ivay1 a3t caseneresse
65+ 2982 12% Asian/PI 262 1%
Unknown 9 0% OtherNH 863 3% 5622 [June  |uneiumesocweiarese |
25004 100% UNK 6324 25%
Sex: 25004 100%
Female 13237 53%
Male 11522 47% | 4746 [August laugust1-august 3t cosencrease

Page 1 of 1 9/23/2020

September September 1 - September 23 Case Increase
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PIMA COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Pima County COVID-19 Demographics

Demographics of COVID-19 Cases by Month
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PIMA COUNTY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Pima County COVID-19 Deaths, Cases, and Hospitalizations Report

Chart 1: Pima County COVID-19 cases by MMWR Week
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Week 10: 3/1/20-3/7/20 — Week 11: 3/8/20-3/14/20 — Week 12: 3/15/20-3/21/20 — Week 13: 3/22/20-3/28/20 — Week 14* (Stay at Home Order): 3/29/20-4/4/20—Week 15: 4/5/20-4/11/20
—Week 16: 4/12/20-4/17/20 — Week 17: 4/19/20-4/25/20 — Week 18: 4/26/20-5/2/20—Week 19: 5/3/20-5/9/20—Week 20* (Stay at Home Order Lifted): 5/10/20-5/16/20—Week 21:
5/17/20-5/23/20—Week 22 (Memorial Day): 5/24/20-5/30/20—Week 23: 5/31/20-6/6/20—Week 24: 6/7/20-6/13/20—Week 25* (Mandatory masks): 6/14/20-6/20/20—Week 26: 6/21/20-
6/27/20—Week 27: 6/28/20-7/4/20-- Week 28: 7/5/20 — 7/11/20-- Week 29: 7/12/20-7/18/20-- Week 30: 7/19/20 — 7/25/20--Week 31: 7/26/20 -- 8/1/20-- Week 32: 8/2/20 — 8/8/20 Week 33:
8/9/20 - 8/15/20 — Week 34: 8/16/20 — 8/22/20 — Week 35: 8/23/20 — 8/29/20 — Week 36:8/30/20 —9/5/20 -- Week 37:9/6/20—-9/12/20 — Week 38: 9/13/20 — 9/19/20 — Week 39: 9/20/20 —
9/26/20

*Note: llinesses in the last 4-7 days may not be reported yet
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Chart 2: Pima County COVID-19 cases by date of specimen collection from March 3, 2020 to September 22, 2020
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Chart 3: Pima County COVID-19 deaths by date of death: March 22, 2020 to September 22, 2020

Pima County COVID-19 Deaths by Date of Death
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Chart 4: Pima County COVID-19 deaths by MMWR Week
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Chart 5: Pima County COVID-19 cases that are hospitalized by MMWR Week
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Chart 6: Pima County COVID-19 hospitalizations by date of hospital admission: March 9, 2020 to September 22, 2020
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Chart 7: PCHD Weekly Percent (%) of COVID-Like-lliness (CLI) Visits VS Pneumonia (PNA) Visits

Weekly Percent of CLI and Pneumonia (PNA) ED and IP Visits
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Chart 8: Hospital COVID-Like & Influence-Like Iliness Surveillance
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