
 
 
 
 
  
 
        Date: September 8, 2020 
 
 
 
To: The Honorable Chairman and Members  From: C.H. Huckelberry  
 Pima County Board of Supervisors    County Administrator 
 
 
Re: Pascua Yaqui Tribe Request for Early Voting Site on the Pascua Yaqui Reservation 
 
 
At Call to the Public at the September 1, 2020 Board of Supervisors Meeting, you heard 
from the Pascua Yaqui Chairman and a Council Member requesting Board assistance in 
establishing an early voting site on the Pascua Yaqui Reservation.   
 
As indicated in their discussion, the County Recorder had declined to provide such a site for 
a variety of reasons for some time.  In fact, the Recorder issued a Press Release on this 
subject on September 1, 2020 (Attachment 1).   I am also enclosing a more detailed report 
from the Recorder dated September 3, 2020 on this matter for your information. 
(Attachment 2)  
 
The County Attorney has also reviewed this matter and has indicated that the purview to 
create an early voting site rests with the County Recorder based on current Arizona law.   
 
The only action the Board could take on this matter would be to establish an emergency 
voting site where voting could begin after 5:00 pm the Friday before Election Day and 
continue through Monday, the day before the election.  The appropriate statute is cited in 
Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 16-411 (b) (5) that states: 
 

“On a specific resolution of the board of supervisors that is limited to a 
specific election date and that is voted on by a recorded vote, the board 
may authorize the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to 
use emergency voting centers as follows: 

a) The board shall specify in the resolution the location and the 
hours of operation of the emergency voting centers.  

 
This simply means if the Board authorizes an emergency voting center at this location, it 
could be operated by the Elections Department as directed by the Board of Supervisors.  
However, in operating the emergency voting center, County staff, including Elections 
Department staff must have live access to the County Recorder’s Voter Registration 
Database to annotate when a voter appears needs to know which ballot by precinct should 
be issued to the voter and votes a ballot at the emergency voting center so the voter cannot 
access another ballot at another time.  The Recorder is not required to provide this access 
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and has indicated serious security concerns if this access occurs outside her control.  In 
addition a ballot on demand printer would also be needed and again if provided outside her 
control would be problematic.   
 
Hence, even though the emergency voting is authorized by the Board and staffed by Elections 
Department personnel, it could not effectively operate as an emergency voting center 
without access to the Database. 
 
It should also be noted that if an emergency voting center were operated on the Pascua 
Yaqui reservation, it would be open to all, including individuals who are not members of the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe. 
 
For your information, data has been developed indicating the actual Election Day voting site 
for the Pascua Yaqui Reservation as well as the votes cast in the 2016 and 2018 Elections 
and the actual voter registration.  In Precinct 110, this data indicated the number of early 
votes cast in the Precinct in 2016 and 2018 as well as those ballots cast on Election Day. 
(Attachment 3)  It is very likely that most, if not all, of the early ballots cast were through 
the US Mail process.  Hence, reducing the need or justification for an early or emergency 
voting location as now requested. 
 
 
CHH/anc 
 
Attachments 
 
c: The Honorable F. Ann Rodriguez, Pima County Recorder 
 Andrew Flagg, Chief Civil Deputy County Attorney 
 Brad Nelson, Director, Elections Department  
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Honorable F. Ann Rodriguez 
Pima County Recorder 

240 N. Stone Ave., First Floor 

Tucson, AZ 85701 
PHN: (520) 724-4330      FAX:  (520) 623-1785      WEB:  http//www.recorder.pima.gov 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
DATE: September 1, 2020 

CONTACT: Mary Reynolds  

Media Inquiries to (520) 724-4353 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Recorder Statement on Pascua Yaqui 

Request for Early Voting Site 
 

The Pascua Yaqui tribe presented concerns about an early voting site on tribal lands today at the 

Board of Supervisors meeting.  Recorder F. Ann Rodriguez has the following response: 

 

Pima County Recorder F. Ann Rodriguez presented before the Pascua Yaqui Tribe in 2018, at one of 

their council meetings to advise them as to why there was no Early Voting Site, and that this would also 

be the plan for the 2020 Election.  Ms. Rodriguez had two public hearings on this matter before the Board 

of Supervisors who do not approve Early Voting Sites. The Board of Supervisors approves Emergency 

Voting Sites and ballot drop off locations only.  The Recorder is responsible for deciding where Early 

Voting Sites will be located.  

Ms. Rodriguez offered some recommendations which the Pascua Yaqui leadership have not 

considered at this time. 

1. The Pima County Recorder has no record of who is a member of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe – some 

live in metropolitan Tucson, unincorporated Pima County, Old Pascua in the Grant and Oracle 

area as well as in Yoeme Pueblo (Rillito) in Marana.  They also have members who live in 

Maricopa County. Without the means to identify tribal members, the Recorder’s Office is unable 

to target tribal voters and encourage voter participation. 

2. Pascua Yaqui Tribe enrollment is proprietary information. 

3. Due to the proprietary nature of the Pascua Yaqui registration data and the security issues of the 

voter database, The Recorder offered internal access to Pascua Yaqui staff. They could check voter 

registration for each member of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. Pascua Yaqui leadership declined this 

offer. 

4. If the tribal leadership had accepted the offer to check registrations, they could have sent mailers 

to those not registered to vote and encourage them to register to vote. The Recorder’s office would 

provide the voter registration forms that would be mailed back to the Recorder with postage 

paid.  If they wanted the Recorder to keep track of any response, the Recorder’s office could have 

done this also.   

5. There is still time to check voter registration as described above, as the voter registration cut off 

to be eligible for the General Election is not until Monday, October 5.   
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6. There are multiple voting opportunities for all voters in Pima County. Early Voting sites, mailed 

ballots as well as Election Day polling places are all options from October 7 through November 3, 

2020.   

7. The Mission Library is 7 miles away for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe main area, also known as New 

Pascua.   The Mission Library also serves the Tohono O’odham San Xavier District which is 7 

miles away. There is an early voting site serving the Tohono O’odham Nation in Sells. The T.O. 

Nation encompasses a large geographic area, so some voters must drive 63 miles (over one hour) 

to reach that site.  

8. Regarding bus routes and timetables for the Pascua Yaqui:  The Recorder’s office has no control 

over any bus system for any jurisdiction.  Instead of requiring Pascua Yaqui voters to take the bus, 

Pascua Yaqui leadership could provide transpiration for their membership by setting up a 

telephone number for ride requests to Mission Library Early Voting Site.  This would be similar 

to Uber, but the Pascua Yaqui would provide and pay for the service. 

9. The Recorder’s office will produce radio spots for the Pascua Yaqui radio station about the voter 

registration deadline on October 5, 2020. The Recorder’s office will post flyers or provide the 

flyers for Pascua Yaqui staff to post about the voter registration deadline. 

10. The Recorder’s office will produce radio spots for the Pascua Yaqui radio station about the Mission 

Road Library Early Voting Site.  The Recorder’s office will post flyers or provide the flyers for 

Pascua Yaqui staff to post about the Mission Library Early Voting Site including dates the site will 

be open for curbside drop-off of early ballots, early voting and emergency voting. 

11. For tribal members who live in Old Pascua (Oracle/Grant area), the closest Early Voting Site is 

the Woods Library on First Avenue (3 miles), for Yoeme Pueblo in Marana, the closest Early 

Voting Site is the Wheeler Taft Abbett Library (12 miles). 

12. At every Early Voting Site, security is the most important issue, including but not limited to secure 

ballot storage, location security, and secure IT infrastructure. Pima County Recorder F. Ann 

Rodriguez and her leadership team carefully consider many possible locations for Early Voting 

Sites before selecting the ones that meet strict criteria. 

13. It is too late in the election year to make changes and be able to provide a secure voting site. 

 

The Recorder’s Office is proud of the outreach efforts that have contributed to some of the highest 

voter registration and voter participation numbers in the United States of America.  During her 28 years 

of public service, Recorder Rodriguez has made it a priority to collaborate with all voter communities and 

vulnerable populations.  

Regarding staffing issues, the Recorder’s Office is currently recruiting staff for paid temporary 

positions at the Ballot Processing Center on Country Club and at Early Voting Sites.  For people who 

would like to see democracy in action and want to find out more about this opportunity, please email 

ballotpatrol@recorder.pima.gov .   

 

mailto:ballotpatrol@recorder.pima.gov
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September 2, 2020 

1) Where is Election Day voting location on Pascua Yaqui reservation? 

Election Day polling places on Pascua Yaqui land 

o Precinct 110 – Pascua Yaqui Wellness Center, 5305 Calle Torim 
o Precinct 45 – Pascua Neighborhood Center (Old Pascua), 785 W Sahuaro 

 

2) If the Board designates an emergency voting center at their center -   

a. Who would staff it? 

Given that Emergency Vote Centers are generally considered an extension of early 
voting, staffing has been the responsibility of the Recorder. 
 

b. If staffed by election workers and staff what do you need from the recorder? Voting 
rosters 
 
If an emergency vote center was staffed by Election Department workers, those 
workers would need real-time access to the countywide voter registration data base 
(for look up and entry) and a ballot on demand printer.  
 

c. What is the length of time it can be opened before the general election? 

Emergency Vote Centers may begin operation on October 21 and close at 5:00 PM 
on November 2.. 
 

3) History of turnout on the Pascua Yaqui reservation 

a. Early voting # of ballots/percent of registered voter in precinct 

b. Election day # of ballots/percent of registered voters 

2016 general 

Precinct 45 Registered voters 1,611 # of early ballots 780 # poll ballots 269 

Precinct 110 Registered voters 1,950 # of early ballots 422 # of poll ballots 552 
 

2018 general 

Precinct 45 Registered voters 1,624 # of early ballots 513 # poll ballots 168 

Precinct 110 Registered voters 2,122 # of early ballots 181 # of poll ballots 161 

2020 general 

Precinct 110 Registered voters 2,232 

 


