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7. Impacts to cultural and archaeological resources. Ce:wi Duag (Long Mountain) and
the uplands on either side of the ridgeline of the Santa Rita Mountains are a traditional
cultural property of the Tohono O'odham. It is a landscape imbued with cultural
significance (sacred sites, ancestral villages and ancestral remains) and is a source of
plant, animal, and mineral resources used to maintain the traditional O'odham culture
for over 7,000 years. The United States Forest Service, in consultation with the
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, determined Ce:wi Duag to be eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2011. Numerous other Tribal
communities have affirmed ties to this deeply storied landscape included the Hopi
Nation, Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Pueblo of Zuni, White Mountain Apache Tribe, and the
Yavapai Apache Nation. Given the overwhelming cultural ties, the proposed project
has certain potential to impact significant cultural sites containing the remains of
generations of native peoples that would require compliance with the Arizona
Antiquities Act (ARS § 41-865).
8. Scenic and safety impacts. The Santa Rita Road, which Pima County has designated
as a Scenic Route would be the main access road for mine construction and
reclamation. Although high voltage transmission lines are statutorily exempt from
County regulation, Pima County does have concerns regarding impacts to the scenic
values in the Santa Rita Experimental Range and Santa Rita Mountains.
In conclusion, we request and strongly advise a virtual public meeting where these and other
concerns raised by the affected public can be addressed. Approval of a state reclamation plan
without a public meeting is not in the public interest of the residents of Pima County.
Sincerely,

C.H. Huckelberry
County Administrator
cc:

Carmine DeBonis, Deputy County Administrator-Public Works
Linda Mayro, Director, Office of Sustainability & Conservation
Ursula Nelson, Director, Pima County Dept. of Environmental Quality
Suzanne Shields, Director, Regional Flood Control District
Ana Olivares, Director, Transportation Dept.

