




THE COUNTY LEVIES PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE STATE 
 

STATE BUDGET IMPACTS ON COUNTY PROPERTY TAXES 
 
 
The County’s primary property tax is $4.2779 per $100 of assessed value and supports all 
County operations, including $1.1411 per $100 of assessed value for State-mandated 
transfer payments to support State programs. 
 
Total Present County Property Tax Support to the State 
 

Table 1: Current (and Recommended Continuing) State-mandated Cost Transfers. 

Description 
Amount Required 
from Pima County 

Portion of Pima County 
Primary Property Tax Rate 

Arizona Health Care Cost 
Containment System $17,488,764 $0.2409 
Arizona Long-term Care System 39,730,100 0.5473 
State Behavioral Health System 3,064,936 0.0422 
Restoration to Competency 1,998,099 0.0275 
Sexually Violent Persons 1,217,566 0.0168 
Superior and Juvenile Court 
Salaries and Benefits* 19,336,822 0.2664 

Totals $82,836,287 $1.1411 
*See Table 3 on Page 2 for additional information. 

 
Proposed FY 2015/16 State Budget New Cost Shifts 
 

Table 2: FY 2015/16 Proposed State Budget – New Cost Shifts. 

Description 
Amount Required from 

Pima County 
Portion of Pima County 

Primary Property Tax Rate 
State Juvenile Corrections $1,700,000 $0.0232 
Homeowner Tax Rebates1 7,850,548 0.1070 
Homeowner Rebate Cap2 Pending Pending 
Restoration of ALTCS Dental 141,000 0.0019 
AZDOR Operating Cost 644,070 0.0088 
2016 Presidential Preference 
Election (Net) 1,100,000 0.0150 

Totals $11,435,618 $0.1559 
 
1Based on the approved legislation, this liability will likely be more due to “peer” comparisons. 
 
2The State pays a portion of residential homeowners’ school district primary property taxes 
via a homeowner’s rebate included on individual property tax statements, to a maximum of 
$600 per parcel. The rate floats and is currently at 43.6 percent of the Qualifying Tax Rate 
used to calculate the reimbursement. The Governor proposes to cap this at 44 percent in the 
future. This change will impact Pima County and its taxpayers. The State has not quantified 
the impacts to counties at this time. 
 
If the proposed cost shifts in Table 2 above are enacted, approximately $94.3 million – nearly 
30 percent of the County’s total primary property tax levy – will go to State-mandated 
transfer payments to support State programs. 
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Proposed One-time Transfers and Other Budget Reductions that would Adversely Affect 
Economic Development 
 
 $4.5 million reduction from the Department of Tourism’s marketing budget (100 percent 

of General Fund marketing support); 
 $75 million from the Arizona Competes Fund, which is used by the Arizona Commerce 

Authority to incentivize new employers to move to Arizona; 
 $25 million from the Workforce Recruitment and Job Training Fund, which is used to 

provide training for new employers who may move to Arizona; 
 $20 million from the Highway Expansion Loan Program, which is used for critical 

infrastructure; and 
 $15 million from the State Aviation Fund, which is used for regular maintenance to areas 

such as runways and taxiways. 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 3: County Costs for Superior and Juvenile Court Salaries and Benefits. 

Description 

FY 2014/15 General 
Fund Salaries and 

Benefits Costs 
Superior Court Judges and Commissioners $ 6,495,647  
Superior Court Probation and Surveillance Officers 4,553,493  
Juvenile Court Probation and Surveillance Officers 6,262,610  
Justices of the Peace (Net of Reimbursements) 1,178,463  
Constables 846,609  

Total General Fund Cost $19,336,822  
 

 


