
425.3  Science Park Drive at UA Tech Park  
 
Location: Westbound from Rita Road to approximately the Pantano Road alignment, south of 
the UA Tech Park.   
 
Scope: Improve 1.4 miles of Science Park Drive to a four lane divided parkway with multi-use 
pathway. This is one phase of a $29 million dollar project to improve Science Park Drive from 
Kolb Road to Rita Road. This project also provides public access to the proposed Southeast 
Regional Library and YMCA that will be located on the northwest corner of Rita Road and Science 
Park Drive, which is estimated to cost $2 million of the estimated bond funding, and realignment 
of the Tech Park interior road, which is estimated to cost $1.5 million of the estimated bond 
funding.  
 
Benefits: This project meets two primary goals for the area: 1) To facilitate job growth and 
development and 2) To provide access to a new regional library and YMCA community center. 
As the UA Tech Park employment and occupancy grows, improved access to the park will address 
congestion and handle increasing amounts of traffic while maintaining development guidelines 
designed to attract new employers and facilities. This project addresses those issues and 
improves accessibility, not only for vehicles, but also connects the multi-use pathway to The Loop 
to encourage non-vehicular travel. This parkway also provides an improved route to the southeast 
from Kolb Road to improve traffic circulation in the area in general, and it provides public access 
to the Southeast Regional Library and YMCA that are proposed as separate bond projects. 
Funding for the $19 million dollar improvement of Science Park Drive from the terminus of this 
project west to Kolb Road is to be provided by the University of Arizona and its development 
partners in the future. Additionally, The University of Arizona has already funded $6 million for the 
water system improvement including well, pump station, storage facility and distribution lines.  
 
Total Cost Estimate: $10,000,000  
 
Bond Funding Estimate: $10,000,000  
 
Other Funding Estimate: None at this time. The University of Arizona and its development 
partners will fund the second phase of this project.  
 
Total Cost Estimate by Major Task: $605,000 for planning and design, $9,395,000 for 
construction  
 
Implementation Periods: 1, 2,  6 
  
Project Schedule by Major Task: planning and design at 9 to 12 months, construction at 12 to 
15 months.  
 
Project Manager: Pima County (Project requested by University of Arizona) 
 
Operator: Roadway would be owned, operated and maintained by Pima County. If the eastern 
half of the Tech Park is annexed into the City of Tucson, the roadway and related infrastructure 
would be dedicated to the City and maintained and operated by the City.  
 
Future Operating and Maintenance Costs: Estimated to be $500 annually for the first four years 
and $7,200 per centerline mile per year thereafter, to be funded by Highway User Revenue Fund 
revenues. 



 
Regional Benefits: The UA Tech Park is now one of the major employment centers in southern 
Arizona with infrastructure in place to absorb additional growth quickly. Expansion of Science 
Park Drive to a 4 lane parkway with multi-use pathway is consistent with improving access to the 
Tech Park for the increasing number of employees as well as improving traffic flow between Kolb 
Road on the west and Rita Road on the east. The area north of the western portion of this 
extension includes over 200 acres projected as the manufacturing and solar growth areas for the 
Tech Park and is being actively marketed for new employment opportunities. The multi-use 
pathway will connect the interior of the Tech Park to the Julian Wash Greenway and The Loop.  

 


