
430.7 Dunbar School Rehabilitation 
 
Location: 300 W Second Street, Tucson, AZ 85745.  
 
Scope: Planning, design, construction, rehabilitation, restoration, and renovation to complete the 
final phase of development on the historic Dunbar School education building to finish the African-
American Cultural Center. This building located at 300 W. Second Street is a contributing property 
to the John Spring Neighborhood Historic District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
The scope of the Dunbar School Ground Floor Rehabilitation includes renovation of all remaining 
unfinished rooms for both the ground floor and basement, construction of concrete masonry 
equipment yard screen wall and gate, HVAC equipment, lighting, and electrical power. The scope 
also includes removal of a concrete retaining wall, construction of new ramp, stairs, plaza, 
amphitheater, sloped artificial turf area, landscaping, exterior lighting, sun shades, fencing, and 
gates. Pima County already holds a Preservation Easement on this historic property, which will 
be revised if necessary prior to expenditure of bond funding.  
 
Benefits: Adaptive use and rehabilitation of the Dunbar School complex will preserve historic 
buildings while providing a location for education and interpretation of African-American history in 
Tucson. It will also function as an event and educational space.  
 
Total Cost Estimate: $1,500,000  
 
Bond Funding Estimate: $1,500,000 
 
Other Funding Estimate: None at this time.  
 
Total Cost Estimate by Major Task: $195,000 for planning and design, $1,305,000 for 
construction  
 
Implementation Periods: 1, 2 
 
Project Schedule by Major Task: planning and design at 24 to 36 months, construction at 12 to 
18 months.  
 
Project Manager: Pima County (Project requested by City of Tucson) 
 
Operator: Dunbar Coalition 
 
Regional Benefits: The center will focus on the history of African-Americans in the region as 

well as provide a cultural center for the region. It will provide a center to increase awareness on 

the significant contributions made by African-Americans in the Southwest. 


