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Burpose

The purpose of this policy is to assist in furthertng the community goal of increasing
vegetative cover with the associate benefits as promoted by organizations such as Global/
Re-leaf, Trees for Tucson, and Tucson Clean and Beautiful,

Policy

The Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District will allow
planting in County right-of-way under the conditions described below:

1. A plan conforming to the guidelines illustrated and described in Exhibit A, is
submitted with the permit application. Permits are available through the Pima
County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District, Permit
Section.

2. Pima County may remove or trim plants in the County right-of-way at any time
for road or shoulder widening, or if they become a safety hazard,

3. Adjacent property owners are responsible for trimming piants so that they do
not interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

4, An understandable plan that shows all objects within 25 feet of the proposed
planting must be presented with the permit application. The plan must include
pavement, curb, sidewalk, shoulder, utility locations (water, sewer, gas, electric,
cable), and proposed pianting. For utility setbacks, see Exhibit B.

5. State law requires location of underground utilities prior to excavation in public
streets and ecasements. Blue Stake (792-2211) must be called at least two
working days prior to excavation so that utility locations can be marked.

6. Root barriers shall be installed where trees are planted within four feet of curb
or sidewalk,
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7. A list of trees for use within the clear zone that meets the County's

requirement that trunk size not exceed 4", or be multi-trunked, is contained in
Exhibit C. Low water use native or arid adapted plants are recommended for
use in County right-of-ways. '

8 A right-of-way use permit will be required, and associated permit fees existing
at the time of application will be charged.

P R ibiliti
Pima County Departments

The Pima County Department of Transportation and Fiood Control District, Permits
Section, shall be responsible for the review and approval of plans prior to issuance of
permit applications in accordance with the guidelines set forth in Exhibits A, B, and
C.

Responsible Department

Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District
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Claar Zona

Usas: Bike lane, cwrb and gutter, shoulder,
watfic signs, pedestrian paths (4° wide men.),
#:1 slopss mMax., ground covers, arganie and
inorgamic shrubs, Teas with trunks lags than

4° giametar measured st 18" above grade. muit-
tunked tTees.

Non Rastricted Manting Zone (Ta Right-of-Way Limit
Usas: Pedestrian path (4’ wids min.) 3:1 slopes max,
isiopas axceeding 3:1 may be allowsd if ravegetatsd
or stabilired in sccordance with Secton 18.81 Mma
County Zaning Code. ground covers, styubs, tress
{ail sizes), saguara cact, axasting vegetaton,

oA

o

A3

l"'\. Outside Edge of Travel Lang =

c. intarsection Sight Visibidity
Intersection sight wvisibilkity must conform to sight
visibility tiangle standasds as dascridad in the
Fma County Dapartment of Tranapartation & Food
Control Disgict Subdivision Street Standards.

+ Claar Zons Requirement
Up ta 25 MY - 10°
28 to 35 MPM - 13°
COver 36 MM - 20°

[~ =

EXHIBIT A,

-
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EXHIBIT B
UTILITY SETBACK FOR TREES

Setbacks to utility lines are for the protection of the person(s) performing cxcavation pear the utility. Damage
to a utility line could result in charges for repair, or possibie injury to the excavator. State law requires that
underground utilities must be located prior 10 excavation in public right-of-way. Call Blue Stake (792-2211) at
least 2 working days prior to excavation so the area can be marked for utility locations.

Minimum Recommended
Und  Li | Sethach Setback by Ui
Water Main Lincs 3 feet 5 feet
Water Service Lines 3 feet 5 feet
Natural Gas Line 3 feet 3 feet
Electric/Telephone Lines 3 feet 3 feet
Cable TV 2 feet 3 feet
Sewer Main Lines 3 feet 10 feet
Sewer House Connections 3 feet 10 fest

Notg: Sewer house connections are private and arc not marked by Bluc Stake.
Telephone & Electric Vaults & Pullboxes 50 feet 50 feet
| { Utili
Any utility equipment with doors 3 feet 5 feet
Water Meters/Fire Hydranis 5 feet 10 feet
Usility Pol

7-15 trees 5 feet -
15’25’ trees 5 feet -
25'-60’ trees 8 feet 15 feet

Electric & Tolcphone Lincs Trees should not be planted directly under overbead lines. If planting under
an overbead line is unavoidable, only low growing trees should be used. Contact the appropriate utility for
more details.

T Planting near street lights can obscure the light and create a safety hazard. Locate the tree so as not to

create a hazard. .

Do not obscure utility meters.
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EXHIBIT C

APPROVED TREES FOR CLEAR ZONE

Acacu mmlltc (smallii)

Acacu stenophylh

Common Namec

Southwestern Sweet Acacia
Wattle tree
Shoestring Acacia
Desert Willow
Feather Brush
Willow Pittosporum
Bottle Tree

Blue Palo Verde
Palo Brea
Abyssinian Acacia
Whitethorn Acacia
Catclaw Acacia
Twisted Acacia
Foothills Palo Vende
Texas Olive

Golden Ball Lead Tree
Texas Ebony
Mexican Ebony
Screwbean Mesquite
Velvet Mesquite
Pomegranate
Mimosa




