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PIMA COUNTY APPLICATION FOR FIREWORKS DISPLAY INSPECTION/PERMIT 

 
Persons applying for a fireworks display permit in Pima County are required to undergo a 
display site inspection conducted by the Pima Regional Bomb Squad. This inspection is used 
to make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors regarding the approval or denial of 
your permit. Inspectors will be checking for compliance with Pima County Code 9.04 and the 
National Fire Protection Association Code 1123: Code for Fireworks Display. The local fire 
district and or the state fire marshal may conduct an independent inspection which has the 
authority to override permit approval. 
 
NOTE: The Display Operator and Site Manager should be selected as individuals with authority to supervise the 
event. These parties must be willing to accept civil/criminal responsibility for assuring compliance with provisions 
and safety regarding this display. A violation of Pima County Code 9.04 is a class 3 misdemeanor. 
 
ORGANIZATION/APPLICANT: ______________________________ 
  
MAILING ADDRESS: ______________________________ 
  
LOCATION/ADDRESS OF DISPLAY: ______________________________ 
  
SITE MANAGER: ______________________________ Phone #:_____________ 
  
DATE AND TIME OF DISPLAY: ______________________________ 
  
ALTERNATE DISPLAY DATE(s)/TIME* ______________________________ 
*(Alternate display date(s) must be within 7 days of the date selected above) 
  
PRODUCTION COMPANY: ______________________________ 
  
DISPLAY OPERATOR: ______________________________ Phone #:______________ 
  
 
Submit this completed application to the Pima County Clerk of the Board with the following: 
 
 Pima County Permit for Fireworks Display form completed with organization/display 

information 
 

 Written shot sheet including display list and mortar diameters 
 

 Site plan diagram including dimensions of display, location of discharge site, spectator 
area, parking area, fall-out area and associated distances per NFPA 1123 5.1.2.2. 
 

 Evidence that all persons participating in the display have received training as required 
under NFPA 1123 8.1.3.3 
 

 Evidence of insurance/bonding (Alternative display date(s) requested above must be 
listed on the Certificate of Liability Insurance.) 
 

A Pima Regional Bomb Squad representative will contact you to schedule a site inspection.  



Revised June 2014 

 
 

    PIMA COUNTY PERMIT FOR FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
 
 
ORGANIZATION: ________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 
  
LOCATION OF DISPLAY: ________________________________________ 
  
DATE AND TIME OF DISPLAY: ________________________________________ 
  
ALTERNATIVE DISPLAY DATE(s)/TIME: ________________________________________ 
  
PRODUCTION COMPANY: ________________________________________ 
 
 
Pursuant to Pima County Code 9.04.050, the Pima County Sheriff’s Department has 
conducted a site inspection and recommends approval of the Permit for Fireworks 
Display.  Conformance to the provisions on the attached Pima County Fireworks 
Inspection Form is required.  
 
 
    _________________________________ 
     Pima County Sheriff 
 
========================================================================================= 
 
The Pima County Board of Supervisors approves the Permit for Fireworks Display for 
the location, date and time, or alternative date(s) and time, specified above.  In the 
event a fire emergency is declared, adherence to any restriction(s) set forth in that 
declaration is required. 
 
Dated this________day of_________, 20_____. 
     
 
 
     
      _____________________________________ 
      Chairman, Pima County Board of Supervisors 
ATTEST 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
This permit is not transferable or assignable, must have the executed Pima County Fireworks Inspection 
Form attached and must be available for inspection prior to, during and after the fireworks display. 
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PIMA COUNTY FIREWORKS INSPECTION FORM 

This inspection is being conducted pursuant to Pima County Code (PCC) 09.04.050. Its purpose is to assure compliance with NFPA 
1123 and PCC 09.04.080. No permit will be recommended for approval unless the display meets the requirements of both 
standards; a person violating these provisions ls guilty of a class three misdemeanor. The "Site Representative" and "Operator's 
Representative" signing this document assume criminal and civil responsibility for compliance with these provisions. 
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Inspector 

DATE OF INSPECTION: __________ _ 
Launch site is more than (200') two hundred feet from the nearest permanent building, public highway, railroad, or 
other means of travel. Building is defined as a facility intended for occupancy or inhabitation. (09.04.080) 

Site plan submitted to inspecting authority (NFPA 1123 5.1.2.1) 

Slte P!an includes dimensions of display, location of discharge site, spectator area, parking area, fall-out area, and 
associated distances (Attach Site Plan) (NFPA 1123 5.1.2.2) 

Minimum radius of display site equals 70 feet per inch shell diameter (NFPA 1123 5.1.3.1) 

Distance exemption required Reason: ___________________ _ (NFPA 1123 5.1.4.6) 

Launch site is more than (50') fifty feet from the nearest above ground telephone or telegraph line. tree or other 
overhead obstruction, or one hundred feet from a high-tension wire (09.04.080) 

Launch site is more than five hundred feet from a school, theater, church, hospital, or similar institution (09.04.080) 

Spectator slte is more than {200') ti.No hundred feet from the point at which the fireworks are to be discharged 
(09.04.080) 

Only authorized persons and those in actual charge of the dlsplay shall be allowed inside these lines or barriers 
during the unloading. preparation, firing and clean-up period of fireworks (09.04.080) 

Mortar rack set to be designed at as near vertical as possible (09.04.080) 

Fireworks display will be stopped during any storm or wind in which the wind reaches a velocity of more than ten 
miles per hour (09.04.080) 

All fireworks, articles and items at places of display shall be stored in a manner and in a place secure from fire, 
accidental discharge, and theft or other potential hazards, and in a manner approved by the governmental agency 
having jurisdiction. Storage method: (09.04.080) 

Any fireworks that remain unfired after the display is concluded shall be Immediately disposed of or removed in a 
manner safe for the partlcular type of fireworks (09.04.080) 

Debris from the discharged fireworks will be properly disposed of by the operator before operator leaves the 
premises (09.04.080) 

Upon conclusion of the display the operator shall make a complete and thorough search for any unfired fireworks or 
pieces which have failed to fire or function and shall dispose of them in a safe manner and contact the bomb squad 
for assistance if necessary (09.04.080) 

Fire department scheduled for standby. Fire agency and POC: ___________ _ (NFPA 1123 8.1.1) 

Evidence of all site crew meeting NFPA training requirements provided (NFPA 1123 8.1.3.3) 

Display site meets crowd control requirements including the use of ropes, boundary lines and/or spotters (NFPA 
1123 8.1.2) 

Operator wiH conduct display in compliance with the provisions set forth in NFPA 1123 and Pima County Code 9.04 

Permit approved by Sheriff's Department(09.04.050) 

Site Representative Operator's Representative 

Revised 28 OCT 2012 
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Pima County Code Section 9.04 

This chapter may be cited and shall be known as the Pima County fireworks ordinance. 

9.04.020 - Declaration of policy. 

The purpose of this chapter is to protect the general public from the hazardous use, sale and 
display of fireworks and to require competent operators in the display of fireworks. 

9.04.030 - Definitions. 

A. "Fireworks" shall be defined as in A.RS. Section 36-1601(1). 

B. "Governing body" means the board of supervisors of Pima County as to the area within 
the county but without the corporate limits of an incorporated city or town. 

C. "Person" includes individual, partnership, firm, corporation or association. 

D. "Pyrotechnic operator" means a person, of good character, who has shown to the board 
of supervisors and/or the sheriff that they have the ability and knowledge through 
experience or training to safely and properly handle fireworks. 

9.04.040 - Fireworks prohibited. 

A. Except as otherwise provided by this section, it is unlawful to sell, offer, or expose for 
sale; use; explode or possess any fireworks. 

B. This chapter shall not be construed to prohibit or restrict the manufacture or possession, 
by a qualified pyrotechnic operator, of aerial set pieces designed for use in pyrotechnical 
displays, or the display of such set pieces in accordance with the terms of this chapter. 

9.04.050 - Permit for public display. 

A. Application for a permit shall be made in writing not less than forty-five days prior to the 
date of the display. Every display shall be handled by a pyrotechnic operator, and shall 
be of a character and located discharged and fired so that it will not be hazardous to 
property or endanger any person. Before a permit is granted, the operator, location and 
handling of the display shall be approved by the board of supervisors after investigation 
and approval by the sheriff. After a permit is granted, the sale, possession, use and 
distribution of fireworks for the display shall be lawful for that purpose only. No permit is 
transferable or assignable and will be void if transferred or assigned. 

B. If a community, organization or group authorized under this section to obtain a permit for 
public display of fireworks desires a permit for a locality more than fifty miles from the 
county seat and not within the limits of an incorporated city or town, application may be 
made to the justice of the peace of the precinct in which that locality is situated. The 
justice may issue the permit, subject to the conditions prescribed by this section, in the 
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same manner as the board of supervisors. The constable shall make the prescribed 
investigation. The justice of the peace shall promptly report to the board of supervisors 
any permit issued by him pursuant to this subsection and shall transmit the bond of the 
applicant to the board. 

9.04.060 - Financial requirements of applicant. 

A. The board of supervisors shall require each applicant to give a satisfactory bond in a 
principal amount not less than five hundred dollars, conditioned upon payment of all 
damages which may be caused to persons or property by reason of the display. 

B. Each applicant shall be required to hold harmless the county for any and all damages or 
injury occurring as a result of the possession, use or display of fireworks, and each 
permittee shall defend all actions brought against the county with relation to the permit 
for fireworks, and shall pay all judgments against the county in relation to the permit and 
shall appeal at the option of the county all judgments against the county resulting from 
the granting of the permit. 

9.04.070 - Permitted uses. 

This chapter shall not be construed to prohibit: 

A. The sale at wholesale by a resident wholesaler, dealer or jobber of fireworks which are 
not prohibited by this chapter; 

B. The sale of fireworks which are to be and are shipped directly out of the state; 

C. The use of fireworks by railroads or other transportation agencies for signal purposes or 
illumination; 

D. The use of fireworks or explosives, or both, by farmers, ranchers and their employees, 
and by state and federal employees who manage wildlife resources, to rally, drive or 
otherwise disperse concentrations of wildlife for the purpose of protecting property or 
wildlife; 

E. The sale or use of explosives for blasting or other legitimate industrial purposes. 

9.04.080 - Conduct of display. 

A. No permit shall be granted for any display of fireworks where the discharge, failure to 
fire, faulty firing, or fallout of any fireworks or other objects would endanger persons, 
buildings, structures, forests, or brush, nor in any case where the point at which the 
fireworks are to be fired is less than two hundred feet from the nearest permanent 
building, public highway, railroad, or other means of travel, or fifty feet from the nearest 
above ground telephone or telegraph line, tree or other overhead obstruction, or one 
hundred feet from a high-tension wire. In no case shall a display be fired within five 
hundred feet of a school, theater, church, hospital, or similar institution without written 
approval by the institution and special approval by the board of supervisors. 
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B. Spectators at a display of fireworks shall be restrained behind lines or barriers as 
designated by local authorities but in no case less than two hundred feet from the point 
at which the fireworks are to be discharged. Only authorized persons and those in actual 
charge of the display shall be allowed inside these lines or barriers during the unloading, 
preparation, firing and clean-up period of fireworks. 

C. All fireworks that fire a projectile shall be so set up that the projectile will go into the air 
as nearly as possible in a vertical direction. 

D. Any fireworks that remain unfired after the display is concluded shall be immediately 
disposed of or removed in a manner safe for the particular type of fireworks. The debris 
from the discharged fireworks shall be properly disposed of by the operator before he 
leaves the premises. The operator, upon conclusion of the display, shall make a 
complete and thorough search for any unfired fireworks or pieces which have failed to 
fire or function and shall dispose of them in a safe manner. Such search shall be 
instituted at the earliest possible time following the conclusion of the display but in no 
event later than the first period of daylight which follows. 

E. No fireworks display shall be held during any storm or wind in which the wind reaches a 
velocity of more than ten miles per hour. 

F. All fireworks, articles and items at places of display shall be stored in a manner and in a 
place secure from fire, accidental discharge, and theft or other potential hazards, and in 
a manner approved by the governmental agency having jurisdiction. 

9.04.090 - Seizure. 

The Arizona Highway Patrol or any sheriff or other peace officer shall seize, remove, or cause 
to be removed, at the expense of the owner, all fireworks or combustibles offered or exposed for 
sale, stored or possessed in violation of this chapter. 

9.04.100 - Violation-Penalty. 

A person violating a provision of this chapter is guilty of a class three misdemeanor. 
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