COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE
PlMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER
130 W. CONGRESS, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317
(520) 740-8661
FAX (520) 740-8171
C. H. HUCKELBERRY
County Administrator

July 7, 2006

Mary Kidwell
Empire-Fagan Coalition
P.O. Box 81 2
Vail, Arizona 85641
Re:

Your Letter Regarding Rosemont Ranch

Dear Ms. Kidwell:
Thank you for your letter regarding conservation of the Rosemont Ranch. Your letter has been
forwarded t o Bill Roe, Chairman of the Pima County Conservation Acquisition Commission. The
Commission is charged with overseeing the spending bond funds authorized by voters in May 2004 to
be spent on acquiring natural open space properties. In December of 2004, the Rosemont Ranch was
offered to the County at a cost of $1 1.5 million. I forwarded the offer t o the Conservation Acquisition
Commission for their consideration. The Commission discussed the offer at their February 10, 2005
meeting, and took no action on the offer for a variety of reasons. The meeting summary is attached.
On April 3, 2006, the ranch was sold to Augusta Resource Corporation for $20.8 million. It is my
understanding that Augusta intends t o submit a mining plan of operations to the Forest Service this
summer. Augusta's web site is www.augustaresource.com, and phone number is (303)300-0134.
You can reach the Coronado National Forest Service at (520)388-8300. 1 encourage you to be actively
involved in providing comments on the plan of operations when it becomes available.
Thank you again for your conservation efforts.
Sincerely,

C.H. Huckelberry
County Administrator

Attachment

/'

Empire-Fagan Coalitio

PO Box 812
Vail, AZ 85641
(520) 762-1 962
htt~://www.em~irefaaan.orq

June 27,2006
Bill Roe, Chair, Pima County Conservation Acquisition Commission
130 W. Congress St., 10th floor
Tucson, AZ 8570 1
Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to on behalf of the membership of the Empire-Fagan Coalition to urge you to consider adding the
Rosemont Ranch properties to your list of acquisitions for the 2008 Open Space Bond package. Our Coalition is
comprised of a group of concerned citizens focusing on issues affecting the Empire-Fagan Valley just north of
Sonoita. This valley encompasses the area south of 1-10 from the northern Empire Mountains to the east, west to
Mount Fagan (in the Santa Rita Mountain range), and northwest to Houghton Road just south of the freeway. Thus
the future of the Rosemont Ranch properties is of great concern to us.
As you may know, this area is currently under threat of development for an open pit copper mine by Augusta
Resource Corporation (Vancouver, Canada). There are many people in the community who are working in
opposition of such development for this very special area, our group included. Although the property is not
currently for sale, inclusion in the 2008 Open Space Bond package could send a strong message to Augusta
Resources and others of the value the community and the County puts on preserving this resource. Should it
become available for sale in the future, we feel that Rosemont would be an incredible asset to the community and
add to the legacy of the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan.
It is our understanding that Rosemont would qualifL under the Community Open Space category. The Rosemont
Valley is used extensively for many forms of recreation, such as hiking, camping, hunting, mountain biking, allterrain vehicle riding, bird and wildlife watching, and picnicking. In addition, it is a major part of the viewshed
£rom Scenic Highway 83, and is important for open space, wildlife habitat and migration comdors. These lands are
also within the watershed of the County's proposed Davidson Canyon Natural Preserve under the Sonoran Desert
Conservation Plan.
Thank you for your consideration.

Mary Kidwell, President
The Empire-Fagan Coalition
Ensuring the Quality of Lge in the Empire-Fagan Valley

