
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 
PIMA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CENTER 
130 W. CONGRESS, TUCSON, AZ 85701-1317 
(520)740-8661 FAX (520) 740-817 1 

C.H. HUCKELBERRY 
County Administrator 

December 23, 2009 

Jeanine Derby, Forest Supervisor 
Coronado National 
300 W. Corlgress Street 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 

Re: Compensatory Mitigation Lands 

Dear Ms. Derby: 

The County continues to  be concerned over the adverse impacts associated with the 
proposed Rosemont mine. The measures proposed by Rosemont in their mining Plan of 
Operations are clearly inadequate t o  offset these adverse environmental impacts. Should the 
mine proceed, we request that the Forest Service uphold mitigation guidelines intended to 
assist the region in building an interconnected biological reserve system that crosscuts 
various jurisdictions. The mitigation guidelines and biological reserve design are embodied in 
the Maeveen Marie Behan (NIIMB) Conservation Lands System, a key outcome of the Sonoran 
Desert Conservation Plan (SDCP). The US Department of Agriculture Coronado National 
Forest was a participating agency in the SDCP development. 

In previous correspondence with Rosemont, and then later with your agency, I have 
repeatedly outlined five environmental performance standards, one of which is tied t o  the 
MMB Conservation Lands System mitigation ratios. Based on Rosemont's initial Plan of 
Operations, we have estimated compensatory mitigation at approximately 8,800 acres. Since 
then, we have learned of other project components that lie outside the mine footprint per se. 
The Forest Service should demand mitigation for lands directly affected by all mine-related 
facilities, including utilities and other offsite land disturbances. 

Attachment 1 to  this letter outlines general mitigation principles that we would expect for the 
compensation of public land. In general, mitigation should be applied only after all efforts to 
avoid and minimize are applied. The Forest Service needs to ensure that mitigation will occur 
prior to impacting Forest Service lands. This assures compensation actually takes place, 
regardless of whether the project fails and funding, promises, and contracts fall apart. 
Mitigation lands must be closed to new mineral and substantially free of mining claims. Any 
land acquisition must include related water rights or claims that currently exist. We also 
assume that mitigation lands would be managed, monitored and protected in perpetuity. 
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Another performance standard is to ensure there is no impact to the water resources of the 
Cienega Basin. Rosemontfs own groundwater model shows that the project would greatly 
reduce underflows of groundwater to Davidson Canyon and many springs in the area during 
the 122-year period they analyzed. Our model shows impacts to upper Cienega Basin that 
would expand and endure over thousands of years. We continue to  oppose a mine that 
would jeopardize the long-term water resources of the upper and lower Cienega Basin, in 
which federal and local governments have invested millions of dollars. 

If the Forest Service permits a mine that would impact aquatic resources of Cienega Creek, 
there will be no suitable replacement habitat. Notwithstanding our opposition to  irreversible 
and irretrievable loss of water and aquatic habitat and our belief that these impacts cannot be 
mitigated, we suggest in the attachment certain additional principles to govern selection of 
mitigation for aquatic resources, separate from upland and riparian resources. 

Per your request, we  have identified a number of properties that may address the needs for 
compensatory mitigation of upland and riparian habitat. Each property is identified via its 
parcel tax code (Attachment 2) and in color (brown, purple, blue, and gray) on the Rosemont 
Mitigation Parcels map (Attachment 31. You may use the County MapGuide tool at 
http://www.dot.pima.gov/gis/maps/mapguide/ to view the exact location of each parcel in 
greater detail. For aquatic habitat mitigation, the best mitigation of which we are aware 
would be to restore diverted flows to Cienega Creek at Township 16 South, Range 16  East, 
Section 14, through acquiring two  acres of land and associated surface water rights held by 
Del Lago Golf associated with Parcel 305-1 1 -024C and the well site at Parcel 305-1 1-028. 

While we are pleased that the Forest Service is exploring compensatory mitigation lands, we 
would also like to point out that mitigation in the form of land acquisition would not replace 
reclamation of the mining site, including restoration of watershed functions to  the degree 
possible. 

Sincerely, 

C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 

Attachments 

c: 	 Julia Fonseca, Environmental Planning Manager 
Pima County Office of Conservation Science and Environmental Policy 

http://www.dot.pima.gov/gis/maps/mapguide/


ATTACHMENT 1 




Principles for Compensatory Mitigation 

Lands protected as compensatory mitigation should be: 

1)  in the area of direct effect or as close as possible to the area of direct effect; and 
2) adjacent to other protected lands; and 
3) protected in perpetuity with legal instruments that secure minerals and water, and 

other land interests; and 
4) managed for protection of land and water; and 
5) monitored t o  assure the mitigation intent is being met; and 
6) accessible to  the public (at least by means of foot); and 
7) located within the Maeveen Marie Behan Conservation Lands System (CLS); and 
8) a total acreage that is consistent with the CLS guidelines for mitigation (-8,800 

acres) 

Based on these principles, the ideal lands would include (in no particular order): 

1) portions of the Santa Rita Experimental Range adjacent to  the Coronado National 
Forest; 

2) private lands located inside or adjacent to  the Santa Rita units of the National 
Forest, especially in Pima County close to  the mine 

3) Rosemont's fee-owned lands in or adjacent t o  the Santa Rita unit of the Coronado 
National Forest; 

4) private and state trust lands along Barrel and Davidson Canyons, including lands 
owned by Rosemont, and state trust lands which are part of Pima County's Bar V 
Ranch. 

Principles for waters for mitigation: 

1) springs and perennial streams (if their existence is not threatened by the mine itself; 
and 

2) inside other protected land areas; and 
3) provide habitat for listed or candidate species; and 
41 managed for protection of land and water; 
5) monitored t o  assure the mitigation intent is being met; 
6) Mitigation for water impacts to  the Cienega Basin can include the purchase of the 

one-acre Vail diversion dam and associated water rights along Cienega Creek. 
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If insufficient land is available from the ideal lands, then our preferences in order of priority 

-are: 

1. 	State and private lands in the Santa Rita unit at similar elevation, including the 
private lands at the mouth of Madera Canyon; 

2. 	 State and private lands adjacent to  BLM and County land in the Empire Mountains. 
The Empire Mountains are an important recharge area in the Cienega Basin. 
Possesses extensive outcrops of limestone, includes mine claims. Land is situated 
close to  the mine and at a similar elevation. includes lands in the area of visual 
effect. Several land owners in the area have approached Pima County wi th interest 
in selling. 

3. 	 State and private lands adjacent to  BLM and County land in the piedmont of the 
Whetstone Mountains. Land is situated close to  the mine and at a similar elevation. 
Includes lands in the area of visual effect. 

4. 	 Private lands along Agua Verde Creek south of the Rincon Mountains. Land 
includes riparian areas similar t o  those which would be affected along Davidson and 
Barrel Canyons. Is close t o  or adjacent to  protected lands. 
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