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That’s what Dave and Drew Lutz of Lutz
Construction mnm&cm:% discovered with the
e they’re “building on wwmn_m_&m,w Drive
in mid-town Tucs " Over Halloween

weekend, a crowd of 170 self- guided
Tucsonans traipsed through the unfinished
home on the Tucson Innovative Home Tour.

What’s * the attraction?  It’s one ‘of
Tucson’s soon-to-be LEED Platinum certi-
fied homes. This high energy father/son

g just a
cocuom up 3@@ about material choic-
d concepts that will contribute to mak-
their house one of Tucson’s highest

LEED homes.

We didn’t start off even trying to obtain

D certification,” explains Dave. “This

¢ is just the latest iteration of our build-
ing techniques.”

; Euﬁ g: wm the

- Dave explains the Rmmos_wm for orcoo‘
ing the midtown location. “We felt that part
of the home being green is its location in the
City - close to work, shopping, dining. If
you don’t have to travel far to do these
things, you’ll spend less in gas, time in traf-
fic, and will be able to spend more time at
home.” LEED awards points for locations
like this.

round. floor will have scored and
hardwood floors upstairs. Low-VOC p
and stains will be used throughout, ene
saving Energy Star appliances will
installed as well as Pella low-E sliding g
doors and windows.

The home is constructed of Mik
Blocks. Manufactured in South Tucson,
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Tucson builders Dave mna _u“.ms\ rcﬁ have LEED Platinum on their 35% for-their Sa town :o_,:m
project.

LEED Platinum Home

Continued from page 12

blocks are made of expanded polystyrene
foam (EPS). They are set in a grid pattern
that is stronger, seismic-wise. If some-
thing breaks or cracks in one block, the
damage is restricted to one small grid area
that won’t compromise the entire struc-
ture, and making for easy repair.

The list goes on - to be a LEED
Platinum home, you need over 90 points
and Drew estimates this house will be well
over that milestone.

Both of 30 Lutzes agree that building a
home to LEED standards is critical.

“What we’re continually seeing is that
green is Emgw valued by the consumer,”
says Drew. “A green home translates to a
healthier home but also a much more ener-
gy-efficient and aomv@mmﬁwa home. All of
these factors mean more “dollars inthe
buyer’s pocket on the long-term.”

EmBmgﬁﬁm, Ane mwmu\ammﬁ,,gm estimat-
ed that total energy costs per year am the
home will be around $400. T
But the real bottom line is spstainability.
“[Our effort] proves to us - and to others
- that this isn’t just an ordinary home,”
says Drew. “This home has the future built
in ﬁ& mﬁ, aﬁm@:@ ,Ho;mmﬁ mew genera-
tons.”
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