November 5, 2021
Board of Adjustment District 3 Board Members
I request a variance to reduce my side set back from 20 feet to 3 feet to construct a
detached guest house.
I request a variance to reduce my side yard set back from 10 feet to 3 feet to construct
a garage attached to my existing home.
Guest House:
The guest house can be built 20 feet from the side setback line and comply with
current zoning code. The information I provide herein discusses the difference in the
allowed location and my proposed location.
The guest house is in close proximity to the erosion hazard setback as defined by the
folks in flood plain. The location I request moves the guest house further from the
erosion hazard setback. The guest house will also encroach on a riparian area. We
are allowed by the rules an amount of encroachment in either location however, the
area I request has a natural cleared spot that means less vegetation will be removed.
From a personal perspective the guest house encroaches less on our existing
backyard thereby improving the design in my opinion.
Before submitting for my MSR and this Variance I discussed my project with the
Fullers, our neighbors to the south that are the most affected. The Fullers support
what we are doing. The MSR I submitted was approved by 5 of 6 neighbors. I felt we
were in compliance with the intent of MSR requests; We do not block views, sunlight,
breeze etc, and we are not performing “obnoxious” activities. etc. One neighbor
complained about potential noise. Whether we build in compliance with current
zoning or move the structure 17 feet south where I would like to place it, the effect on
the opposing neighbor will not change. Further, existing natural vegetation blocks
the opposing neighbors view of the guest house better if it is located in the area I
request.
It should be noted that since filing the MSR I have adjusted building sizes to comply
with zoning requirements and changed my side setback request from 2 feet to 3 feet
to comply with fire code.

-2Attached Garage:
There are no firm issues that keep us from building the attached garage in compliance
with code, 10 feet from the side property line. This is purely a personal request. The
design I propose allows for a breezeway area between the house and garage for
pedestrian access to the rear yard and guest house without having to walk around the
south side of the garage. I have consulted closely with Pima County Zoning to ensure
that the design of the proposed garage meets the requirements to be considered an
attached structure.
My proposed location for the garage is currently used as an outside parking area and
would remain so if this portion of my request is denied.
Again, I want to state that the Fullers, our neighbors most affected, had no problem
with our request. If the Fullers had been in opposition, I would not have filed either
the MSR or this Variance request.
Thank you for your time and consideration,

Mike Lee
6761 N. Paddock Place
520-465-4008
mlleenlee@aol.com

