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What is the MSCP?   

• MSCP: Multi-species 
Conservation Plan  

• Permit under the 
Endangered Species Act 
(Issued by U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service) 

• MSCP must anticipate and 
account for impacts to 
affected species 

• Species-centric plan 



SDCP and the MSCP 

What’s the connection?   

 

 

 

 

Timeline: 

– No termination date for SDCP; 

– MSCP is limited to 30-year term 

SDCP is the Vision 
MSCP 



Pima County’s MSCP 

• Permit coverage for 44 species 

• Mitigation is well underway through land 

purchase and lease 

• Public comment period for EIS is complete 

and permit issuance likely in early 2015 

 







Water: 

Habitat for 

Key riparian 

and aquatic 

species 



Average temperatures in Arizona rose 

twice as fast as the national average 



Changing Climate: Precipitation 

and Drought 

Winter Summer 



Number of Exempt Wells by Shallow 

Groundwater Area 

Data: PAG 2012 



Drought 

impacts on 

riparian 

areas 



Aquatic Non-native Species: 

Threats to Native Diversity 

Mosquitofish 

American Bullfrog Crayfish 

http://www.fishbase.org/Photos/PicturesSummary.cfm?ID=3215&what=species


MSCP Monitoring 

• Species: Monitor 16 species (most are aquatic 

and riparian) 

• Habitat: Water resources, vegetation 

• Threats: Drought, invasive species, illegal 

roads 

• Landscape pattern: Fragmentation, 

development 



Streams 



2013 

2014 

Springs 



Stocktanks 



Tinajas 



Wet/Dry Mapping in June 



Springs Stewardship Institute 

Website/Database 



Spring Assessments 



Future Actions 

• Continue June wet/dry 

mapping, flow at select sites 

• Inventory new areas for 

springs and continue 

assessments 

• Begin monitoring vegetation 

and vertebrates, possibly early 

2015 

 


