Mission

Services

The Desert Research Learning Center
promotes the scientific understanding, protection, and conservation of
federal parks, preserves, and refuges
of the American Southwest.

Services and programming at the
Center are primarily driven by our
partnerships with parks, refuges, local
schools, non-profit groups, and the
scientific community.

The Center strives to achieve that
mission by providing space and
support for visiting researchers and
interns, hosting hands-on experiential
learning for local student groups, and
displaying examples of sustainable
practices and native horticulture.

The Center does not currently offer
any educational programming for the
general public. However, volunteer
opportunities are available with the
Sonoran Desert Network and nearby
Saguaro National Park.

The goals of the Center are to:
Facilitate interdisciplinary research
that improves the understanding
of natural and cultural resources
across public lands in the American
Southwest;
Engage students and scientists
with natural and cultural resources

through hands-on, experiential research to support science education
and help develop the next generation of scientists and resource
managers; and
Develop innovative education and
stewardship programs designed to
translate science into learning for
people of all ages and abilities.

•

•

Support high-school and college-level research projects and
internships on topics ranging
from aquatic ecology to climate,
hydrology, exotic plant invasions,
plant communities, and wildlife.
Provide experiences in field ecology and research design for local

Partners

Located adjacent to Saguaro National
Park, the Center provides an ideal
space for connecting people, resources, and science.

The Desert Research Learning Center is funded and operated through
grants, volunteers, and in-kind services provided by the Sonoran Desert
Network and associated parks.

The grounds are being transformed
into a multi-faceted outdoor space
that both showcases the desert environment and demonstrates the kinds
of sustainable practices that can help

to restore and maintain life in arid
lands.
Beyond the grounds lie 40 acres of
Sonoran Desert habitat suitable for
field trainings, protocol testing, and
outdoor education and research.
Visitors may explore the DRLC
grounds weekdays between 9 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. but are asked to respect
the work environment of our staff.

•

Provide guidance, logistical assistance, access to datasets, and
contacts for researchers.

•

Facilitate and host presentations
about research in parks.

•

Deliver information about
natural and cultural resources
research results to a wide range
of audiences.

The DRLC does:

Facilities
The main building houses office
space, a large meeting room, and a
public restroom. Work stations and
network connections are available for
visiting DOI employees. Additional
buildings contain a dry soils lab and
provide on-site housing for researchers, interns, and volunteers.

high school students.

Leading partners include the National
Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ironwood Tree Experience,
Iridescence Learning, the Student
Conservation Association, the universities of Copenhagen, Washington,
and Arizona, and a wide array of
local schools and community service
groups.
The Center is home to three science-based programs of the U.S. Department of the Interior: the Sonoran

Desert Network and Southwest Exotic
Plant Management Team (National
Park Service), and the Sonoran and
Chihuahuan Deserts Zone (U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service).
For more information, visit
http://go.nps.gov/drlc.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Desert Research
Learning Center
Buildings and Grounds
1. Visitor parking
2. Pollinator garden
3. Proposed water harvesting cistern
4. Proposed heritage orchard
5. Native habitat exhibit
6. Native habitat landscaping
7. Tinaja habitat
8. Dry wash
9. Storage shed
10. Water harvesting cistern
11. Main building
12. Back offices and apartments

Sonoran Desert Network
Tucson, Arizona
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For more information, contact:
Sonoran Desert Network
12661 E. Broadway Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85748
(520) 751-6860
http://go.nps.gov/drlc

Stewardship

