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Overview
1. Drought History

2. 2004 Drought Preparedness Plan

3. New Reporting Requirements for Water Systems

4. Drought Preparedness Working Groups
o Monitoring Technical Committee 
o Interagency Coordinating Group 
o Local Drought Impact Groups

5. Drought Preparedness Annual Report

6. Challenges & Successes



DROUGHT HISTORY

1950s Drought1900s Drought

Current Drought 
(from mid-late 1990s)

Three severe droughts in 
Arizona in the 20th Century



2004 ARIZONA DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Drought Taskforce goals:
• Establish a flexible framework to refine AZ’s drought 

monitoring process
• Improve understanding of drought impacts
• Identify mechanisms for limiting future vulnerability

Drought Preparedness Plan results:
• Water Use Reports & Drought Plan Requirements for all 

State’s water systems
• Working committees

• Monitoring Technical Committee
• Interagency Coordinating Group
• Local Drought Impact Groups

In March 2003 former Governor Napolitano issued an 
Executive Order to create the Governor’s Drought Task Force 

to address drought impacts to Arizonans.

Water providers’ 
Reports & Plans

DROUGHT 
PREPAREDNESS 



NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL WATER SYSTEMS

• Annual Water 
Use Report

• 5-year System 
Water Plan
o Water Supply Plan
o Drought Preparedness Plan
o Conservation Plan

• Apply to all CWSs 
~200 large & ~600 small systems

• Help CWSs reduce vulnerability to 
drought and be prepared to 
respond to drought & water 
shortage

• Regulations established by the 
state legislature in 2005 

Community Water System (CWS) = Any drinking water provider that serves water 
to at least 15 connections or 25 year-round residents (from RV Parks to large cities).

Reporting Requirements:



MONITORING TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (MTC)

Weekly
U.S. Drought Monitor Input

Monthly
Short-term Drought Status Report

Quarterly
Long-term Drought Status Report

• Gathers and evaluates drought, climate & weather data
• Distributes information to land managers, policy-makers & public
• Comprised of weather & climate experts (State Climatologist, NWS, NOAA, NRCS,

ADWR, SRP, ADEM, USGS, County Officials, ADFFM, State Universities and others)



INTERAGENCY COORDINATING GROUP (ICG)

• Provides biannual updates on water supply & 
availability

• Advises the Governor of:
• Drought status

• Drought impacts

• Necessary preparedness and response actions

• Identifies pre-drought mitigation options
• Identifies needs for additional resources
• Reviews the Drought Preparedness Annual 

Report

• An advising body to the Governor on drought 
• Comprised of state agencies, federal agencies and 

non-governmental organizations

Arizona 
Drought 

Assistance 
Matrix



LOCAL DROUGHT IMPACT GROUPS (LDIGs)

• Identify local drought-related impacts

• Define and assess drought:
o Severity
o Societal impacts
o Loss and costs 

• Identify response options & needs

• Identify & facilitate efforts to mitigate impacts

• County based local drought groups
• Provide drought monitoring info to the MTC 
• Provide drought response and mitigation options at the local level.

Local drought preparedness & 
reduced drought vulnerabilities



DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS 
ANNUAL REPORT

Drought Status Summary

Drought Status Changes

Water Supply StatusClimate &  Precip. Data



DROUGHT PLAN & PROGRAM

CHALLENGES
• No statutory requirements for 

revisions or updates of Plan
• Decreasing LDIG participation from 

Arizona county representatives
• Lack of drought impact reports
• Lack of resources to:

o Support the establishment & facilitation of more LDIGs
o Improve program data collection 
o Increase the number of drought index wells 
o Increase outreach opportunities



DROUGHT PLAN & PROGRAM

SUCCESSES
• MTC & ICG consistently active in the past 12 years

• ~ 700 community water systems have created and submitted 
drought and conservation plans

• Statewide drought information sought and received by growing 
numbers (approx. 350 email recipients)

• New Long-term drought map (from a watershed-based to a 4km grid-based 
map)

• New & improved Drought 
website (from 38 to 8 easy-to-
navigate pages) 
new.azwater.gov/drought

http://new.azwater.gov/drought


Thank you!
Zack Richards

zbrichards@azwater.gov

(602) 771-8311
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