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Summer 2020
June - August 

 Hottest & 7th Driest
 74 days 100oF or hotter, 2nd highest total
 1.67” rainfall at Tucson Airport, normal is 4.84”
 47% of rainfall occurred on August 20 within 5 hours
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT recorded 0.5” to 6” in the mountains
 Preliminary new NWS Normals for 1991-2020 show temperatures 

increasing and precipitation decreasing for Summer Season  



JUNE
 17th Warmest
 50th Driest: 0.05” rainfall, normal 0.20”
 June 5th Bighorn Wildfire started
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0” to 0.5”



June Observed Precipitation



June Departure from Normal Precipitation



JULY
 HOTTEST with 4.5oF above average temperature
 4 hottest Julys occurred in past 5 years
 10th Driest: 0.46” rainfall at Tucson Airport, normal is 

2.25”
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0.20” to 3.50”
 July 23rd Bighorn Fire 100% contained at 119,987 acres 



July Observed Precipitation



July Departure from Normal Precipitation



AUGUST
 HOTTEST 6.7oF above normal & record hottest single 

month 
 30th Driest with 1.16” rainfall at Tucson Airport, normal is 

2.39”
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0.2” to 2.25”
 Tucson Airport Rainfall through August

Calendar Year = 3.77” 
Water Year = 7.3” (11.59” Normal for year) 



August Observed Precipitation 



August Departure from Normal Precipitation



Monsoon Season 2020
 1.62” of rainfall from June 15 to September 7
 2nd driest if no additional rain in September
 Nearly all of AZ below normal
 Strong high pressure kept moisture to the south



Monsoon Season 
through September 7th



Change in Drought Conditions





September - November Outlook



La Nina
 60% chance La Nina developing Fall 2020
 55% chance continue into the winter



Colorado Basin Precipitation
Water Year 
(Oct-Aug) Sept 1-8
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