
 
PIMA COUNTY LOCAL DROUGHT IMPACT GROUP 

(DROUGHT MONITORING COMMITTEE) 
 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 
2:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

Joel Valdez Main Library 
101 North Stone Avenue 

 
ATTENDANCE: Karen Wilson PC Flood Control Larry Kempton FICO 
 Tom Evans Nat’l Weather Svc Lilian von Rago PC RWRD 
 Chris Smith USGS Pat Carlstad Community Water 
 David Lenox PC OEM Mitch Basefsky Tucson Water 
 Dan Hartley Tohono O’odham Nation Matt Nelson ADWR 
 Linda Smith Tucson Water Sherrie Barfield NRP&R 
 Melanie Ford ADWR   

 
1. Introductions 

 
2. Review of January 23, 2008 meeting      (K Chavez) 

 
3. ADWR          (M Nelson/M Ford) 

 January & February Drought Monitoring Report 
o Improving Drought Monitor Report – expect more improvements 
o Long-Term Drought Map will reflect changes on a quarterly basis rather than 

monthly 
o Press Release after Monitoring Technical Committee Meetings – would like LDIGs to 

help spread the information 
 Letters to small water providers will be sent in Spring 

o Reviewed smaller water providers water supply plan, drought preparedness plan 
and water conservation plan 

 ADWR’s Interagency Coordinating Group meeting in April to discuss drought indicators 
and recommend drought emergency and drought stage to Governor 

 
4. Drought Declaration         (Group) 

 Local Conditions 
o Need for caution – some stream gauges not recording drought but in areas nearby, 

drought is very evident  
o Gauges near Nogales and Sabino/Pantano still indicate drought conditions 

 Winter Rains 
o Very helpful but not out of drought 
o ADWR Drought Task Force issued press release “Despite Rain & Snow, Drought is 

Not Over” 
 NRP&R shared Agua Caliente Park stream flow level readings from 2000 to present are 

declining 
o NRP&R well information might be able to indicate drought conditions 

Recap 031208 LDIG Meeting 



Recap 031208 LDIG Meeting 

 
 
 
 

 Farmer Investment’s water company irrigating pecan trees before bud break – very 
unusual 

 Precipitation is elevation dependent – low valleys have not received as much 
precipitation as higher elevations 

 Tucson Water Team looking into vegetative and local indicators before making drought 
stage decision in mid to late April 

 
5. Update on DIRS        (K Wilson) 

 Process for Pima County Reporting still under development 
 Brief discussion on Dynamic Drought Index Tool (DDIT) workshop 

o Based on program developed for North and South Carolina  
 

6. Round Table 
 Tucson Water beginning major water conservation push  
 CFAL – mega city conference on sustainability in Atlanta GA. 

o Climate Change and it’s affects - topic 
 News reports and public relations critical – accurate information sharing essential 

o Near hysteria in Green Valley over water issues 
 

 WRRC Brown Bag – Conserve to Enhance Municipal Water Conservation to Support 
Environmental Restoration (Thursday, April 3) 

 
7. Next Meeting 

 Wednesday, May 7, 2008, 2:30 p.m.  
 
 

8. Adjournment 


