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Tales that Tree Rings Tell 
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Lowell Observatory, “Mars Hill”, Flagstaff, Arizona circa 1894 

Andrew Ellicott Douglass, on Mars Hill 

A.E. Douglass 
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How does the 
changing Sun affect 
the climate of the 
Earth? 
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numbers 



Silent film of A.E. Douglass from the National Geographic Society, circa 1930 
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Crossdating: Bridging Back in Time 

Living Tree Dead Tree Dwelling with 
Wood Roof 
Beams 



What happened to the Cliff Dwellers?  Why did they leave and where did they 
go? 

Keet Seel, Navajo 
National Monument 

Pueblo Bonito, Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park 

Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde National Park 

Secrets of the Southwest Solved by Talkative Tree Rings 
By 

Andrew Ellicott Douglass 
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March 1958 
Bristlecone Pine: Oldest Living Thing 

By 
Edmund Schulman 

Video clip from “Desert Speaks”, 
KUAT, on Drought & Fire 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, December 1, 2009, 106 (48) 20348-20353   





A.E. Douglass and 2,000 year old giant 
sequoia in Arizona State Museum 

A.E. Douglass and Steward Observatory  

Tree Rings & Telescopes:  Exemplars of UA Science 





 
"We all travel the 
Milky Way together, 
trees and men.” 
John Muir 
 

Come and Visit the 
Laboratory of Tree-
Ring Research! 
 

Time-lapse photo of an ancient 
bristlecone pine tree and “star 
rings”, by Robert Kawika Sheer 


