
National Weather Service Tucson, Arizona
Pima County Local Drought Impact Group Meeting 
September 12, 2018



Summer 2018 
 7th Hottest & 31st Wettest
 10th straight Summer in top 10 warmest
 5.88” rainfall at Tucson Airport, normal is 4.84”
 3rd straight Summer with above normal rainfall
 Rainlog & Pima Co. ALERT recorded 3.0” to over 11” in 

the mountains



JUNE
 14th Warmest
 11th Wettest: 0.91” rainfall, normal 0.20”
 Daily rainfall records on June 15 & 16
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0.5” 

to over 2””



June Observed Precipitation



June Departure from Normal Precipitation



JULY
 8th Warmest: 10 daily record temps set or tied
 51st Wettest: 2.26” rainfall at Tucson Airport, 

normal is 2.25”
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0.25” to 

over 5.0”



July Observed Precipitation



July Departure from Normal Precipitation



AUGUST
 35th Wettest & 15th Warmest
 2.71” rainfall at Tucson Airport, normal is 2.39”
 1st August since 2006 with above normal rainfall at 

Tucson Airport
 Rainlog & Pima ALERT gages recorded 0.75” to over 4”
 23rd straight month with average monthly temp above 

normal  
 Tucson Airport Rainfall through August

Calendar Year = 7.86” (7.91” Normal)
Water Year = 8.45” (10.30” Normal)



August Observed Precipitation 



August Departure from Normal Precipitation



Monsoon Season 
through early September

 As of Sept 10th 0.37” rain at Tucson Airport, monthly normal 
is 1.29”



Monsoon Season 
through early September



Change in Drought Conditions





September - November Outlook



El Nino
 ~60% chance of El Niño in the Northern 

Hemisphere fall 2018 (September-November), 
increasing to ~70% during winter 2018-19.





CBRFC Stakeholder Engagement Meeting
 November 15, 2018
 Salt River Project Office in Tempe, AZ 
 10 AM - 4 PM
 Focus on the Lower Colorado River Basin
 RSVP: 

https://goo.gl/forms/JmstzhRg98mNMhej1

https://goo.gl/forms/JmstzhRg98mNMhej1
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