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 Return Receipt Requested 
Freeport-McMoRan Sierrita, Inc.   
Attn: David Rhoades, General Manager – Sierrita Operations  
6200 W. Duval Mine Rd. 
Green Valley, AZ 85629 
 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION # PC1710-013 
 
The Pima County Department of Environmental Quality (PDEQ) has reason to believe Freeport-
McMoRan Sierrita, Inc. has violated requirements of PDEQ Air Quality Permit #6067 and Pima 
County Code (PCC) Title 17.  The alleged violation occurred on October 2, 2017, at the 
Freeport-McMoRan Sierrita, Inc. facility in Green Valley, Arizona, and was documented in an 
Excess Emissions Report submitted to PDEQ on October 4, 2017. 
 
I. ALLEGED VIOLATION 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

Alleged Violation 
 

Permit Condition Attachment B, XIX.B.1.a (PCC 17.16.050.B) 
XIX.  REQUIREMENTS FOR FUGITIVE DUST SOURCES 

B.  Open Areas, Roadways and Streets, Material Handling, Storage Piles 
1.  Emission Limitations/Standards 

a. The Permittee shall not cause, allow or permit visible emissions from any 
fugitive dust source in excess of 20 % opacity measured in accordance with EPA 
Reference Method 9. 

 

Findings 
 

Freeport-McMoRan Sierrita, Inc. allowed visible fugitive dust emissions generated from 
the Sierrita Tailings Impoundment of 28% opacity as measured by EPA Reference 
Method 9 on October 2, 2017. 

 

Requested Corrective Actions 
 

Take adequate precautions to prevent visible emissions of fugitive dust generated from 
the Sierrita Tailing Impoundment from exceeding 20% opacity as measured by EPA 
Reference Method 9. 
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