PIMA COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
150 W. Congress, Suite 109, Tucson, AZ 85701

Summary Minutes September 19, 2007
Bank of America Conference Room (7 Floor) 1:00 p.m.

33 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ

Members Present: Members Absent:

Mr. Warren Thompson Mr. William R. Reilly
Mr. Allan MacDonald Mr. Antonio Gomez

Dr. Mark Witten

Dr. Roger Caldwell
Mr. Daniel G. Rowe
Dr. Eric Betterton
Mr. Ben Dorris

Mr. Peter Livingston

Others Present:

Richard Grimaldi, Deputy Director, PDEQ
Frances Dominguez, Program Coordinator, PDEQ
Vicki Bennie, Council Secretary, PDEQ

Mike Leuthold, U of A

Arlan Colton, County Planning Official

Tedra Fox, County Sustainability Manager

Lee Comrie, PAG

Claire Zucker, PAG

I

II.

1.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order and introductions were made.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 18, 2007, MINUTES

A motion was made and seconded to approve the July 18, 2007, minutes as written. The motion
passed with a unanimous vote.

ARIZONA’S RAPID GROWTH AND ITS IMPLICATION

Arlan Colton, County Planning Official and Co-Chair of the Governor’s Council on Growing
Smarter, spoke about the projected growth for the state. Arizona is one of the fastest growing states
in the nation. It is projected that by the year 2030, our current population will triple.

Governor Janet Napolitano requested the Growing Smarter Oversight Council use a grassroots
process to draft Guiding Principles to ensure that Arizona's growth maintains and enhances our
quality of life. The group threw out goals and objectives and focused on key components without
writing a vision statement. The Guiding Principals are:

Responsibility and accountability
Opportunity

Economic Development

Stewardship

Infrastructure

Preservation of Community Character
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ARIZONA’S RAPID GROWTH AND ITS IMPLICATION (Continued)

The grassroots approach included 18 workshops involving approximately 1,300 individuals. The
following three questions were asked:

Where are we now?

Where are we going?

How will we know when we get there?

As the area develops, there will be greater density and more efficient water and energy use.
Resources will be spread out to reduce the number of vehicles on the roads. People will live closer to
where they work. The group requested that Mr. Colton return at a future meeting to provide more
detailed information.

HIGH RESOLUTION WEATHER MODELING PROJECT

Michael Leuthold of the University of Arizona made a presentation in March, 2006 regarding high
resolution meteorological modeling. After two monsoon seasons, he returned to talk about some of
the uses for this service. Using a power point presentation, he compared the model data to radar data
by the National Weather Service. The result was very similar.

This service would be beneficial to government, agriculture and industries such as the mines, rock
products or construction. The model data could be used to predict storms and microburst (high wind)
activity. Another modeling use would be for solar power generation as it would forecast cloud cover
in advance.

Mr. Leuthold mentioned some problems that could affect accuracy of the modeling data:

e Limited weather station coverage in Mexico causes models to frequently have incorrect starting
data.

e The default land surface cover data is from 1991. This affects mainly temperature forecasts in
urban/suburban areas and may also affect thunderstorm forecasts.

e Major humidity problems with the new National Weather Service’s weather balloons.
Thunderstorm forecasts are very sensitive.

SUSTAINABILITY RESOLUTION REPORT
Tedra Fox, Pima County Sustainability Manager, provided two handouts:

e Invitation to a Community Sustainability Forum at U of A Ballroom on October 31, 2007
e Pima County Spheres of Sustainability

Ms. Fox explained how County Departments and Units were identified to form a Sustainability
Steering Group to contribute to sustainability goals.

The Board actually formed three spheres of sustainability that will be moving concurrently. On the
regional scale, sustainability includes:

Integrated land use, transportation and water planning;

Intergovernmental agreements and Memorandums of Understanding (MOUys);

Regional consensus-building and problem-solving;

State and national legislative initiatives;

Public-private partnering; and

Cooperative grant-writing & resource sharing.
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VIIIL.

SUSTAINABILITY RESOLUTION REPORT (Continued)

The second sustainability sphere is the Community Scale:

e hold public workshops & create community vision statement addressing environmental, social,
economic & social dimensions of sustainability;

e vision statement serves as the foundation for identifying programs & projects that will “sustain a
livable community”’; and

e range of potential outcomes: Sustainability Plan, Comprehensive Plan Update, specific/Area
Plans, Amended Zoning and Building Codes, Capital Improvement Plans, New Policy Directives
and Legislative Initiatives.

The third sphere of sustainability is County Operations. Pima County plans to “Lead by Example” by
using internal “S-Teams” to:

create action plans for waste reduction;

green purchasing;

alternative energy use in facilities;

alternative-fueled vehicles;

green building;

water conservation/management; and

conservation/management.

Ms. Fox stated that staff plans to address the human and social dimensions of sustainability by
involving people having their basic human needs met within their community such as being able to
make a livable wage.

LEUKEMIA CLUSTER UPDATE

Dr. Witten stated that he and Dr. Sheppard expanded their research into seven states. They are
visiting leukemia clusters of 25 years ago that have no metal contamination. Tree rings are being
examined to reconstruct the environmental history of the area.

Unfortunately, there have been three new cases in Sierra Vista in the last six months. In mid-October,
Drs. Witten and Sheppard will be at the University of Reno in Nevada. The University is holding a
symposium to present their research on Fallon, Nevada.

Dr. Witten and Dr. Sheppard have published 10 papers and met the criteria of peer review.

SOLID WASTE REPORT

Mr. Grimaldi stated that the Board of Supervisors repealed the tipping fees at Ryan Field Transfer
Station. The hours were reduced at both transfer stations to four, 10-hour days a week (Thursday
through Sunday). There has been a problem with illegal dumping outside the gate at the Ryan Field
Transfer Station on the days when the facility is closed.

PDEQ STAFF REPORT
Mr. Grimaldi reported that staff is in the process of revising the air quality fees. The last fee increase
was ten years ago in 1997.

As a matter of policy, we have been performing final septic inspections at the same site for one fee.
Contractors have been calling in for inspections before the project is ready to be inspected or the
system has problems that have to be corrected. This causes our staff to go the site repeatedly for
inspections. We will now charge one fee for each inspection.
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PDEQ STAFF REPORT (Continued)

Mr. Grimaldi stated currently we charge a fee to have the sewer and water plans reviewed and
approved so you can begin construction (Approval to Construct). After the project has been
constructed, you submit documentation to get another permit that allows you to use the facility. We
have not been charging for the second permit, the Approval of Construction. We will be developing a
fee package for that in the Spring.

Mr. Grimaldi explained that staff is also working with the Town of Sahuarita on their wastewater
issues. The Town had been approving development to discharge to their wastewater treatment plant
but was not tracking how many approvals they had issued. They are currently over capacity and have
been hauling 100,000 gallons of effluent per day to the Pima County Wastewater Treatment Facility
in Green Valley. The Town has applied to ADEQ for treatment expansions, one in the fall of 2007
and one in the spring of 2008. ADEQ is working with the Town on this problem.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Mr. Thompson made a call to the public. Dr. Caldwell complimented Dennis Dickerson and Pima
Association of Governments on the Alternative Energy Expo that was held on September 14 and 15.
The event was planned well — good job!

Sue Keith stated that ADEQ is working on a new solid waste rule package that will be sent out to
stakeholders to review and comment.

NEXT MEETING

The next EQAC meeting will be moved up a week (due to the Thanksgiving holiday) to Wednesday,
November 14 2007, at 1:30 p.m. in the Bank of America Building, AQ Program, 7" floor conference
room, located at 33 N. Stone, Tucson.

November Agenda items are:
LEED Certification Update
Leukemia Cluster Report
PDEQ Staff Report

January Agenda items:
Sorghum Topic — P. Livingston

ADJOURNMENT
Having completed all agenda items, the Council adjourned.




