PIMA COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
150 W. Congress Street, Suite 109, Tucson, AZ 85701

Summary Minutes - January 16, 2008
Main Library, Board Room, 4™ floor
101 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ

1:30 p.m.
Members Present: Members Absent:
Dr. Roger Caldwell Mr. William R. Reilly
Mr. Allan MacDonald Mr. Warren Thompson

Dr. Mark Witten

Mr. Daniel G. Rowe
Dr. Eric Betterton
Mr. Ben Dorris

Mr. Peter Livingston

Others Present:

Ursula Kramer, Director, PDEQ

Richard Grimaldi, Deputy Director, PDEQ

Vicki Bennie, Council Secretary, PDEQ

Sue Keith, ADEQ Southern Regional Office

Frank Bonillas, Household Hazardous Waste Program
Dennis Dickerson, PAG

Lee Comrie, PAG

L CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Caldwell called the meeting to order and introductions were made.

1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Dr. Betterton made a motion, seconded by Dan Rowe, nominating Warren Thompson for
Chair. The motion passed unanimously.

Dr. Caldwell made a motion, seconded by Dr. Betterton, nominating Peter Livingston for
Vice Chair. The motion passed unanimously.

M. APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 14, 2007, MINUTES
Mr. MacDonald offered substitute language for the second paragraph under the Stage |l
Vapor Recovery item in the November 14, 2007 minutes. Mr. Rowe made a motion,
seconded by Mr. Livingston, to approve the November 14, 2007, minutes as amended. The
motion passed with a unanimous vote.

V. CITY & PIMA COUNTY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM
Mr. Frank Bonillas, HHWP Coordinator, provided general information about the program.

He also spoke about changes since the Program moved from being operated by the County
to the City.




EQAC Summary Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2008

Iv.

VL

CITY & PIMA COUNTY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM (CONTINUED)
The HHWP is partnering with Tucson Clean and Beautiful (and their recycler) to collect
television sets on the first Saturday of the month outreach (January, February and March).
The January collection was a tremendous success. EQAC suggested sending this
information out to thrift stores that do not accept donations of television sets.

All of the Regional Collection contracts have expired and were not renewed.

Mr. Bonillas stated that 97% of all materials collected are recycled in some form.
Approximately 22,000 usable items were recycled back into the community through the Drop
and Swap or Free Recycled Exterior Paint Program.

In 2006, 139 program volunteers contributed 1,582 service hours to the HHWP efforts.

Commercial waste is accepted under the Small Business Waste Acceptance Program
(SBWAP).

There was discussion regarding the disposal of medicine. HHWP takes medicines but not
sharps. EQAC suggested educating staff working for hospices, drug companies and
pharmacies that HHWP will take unused medicine.

EQAC thanked Mr. Bonillas for his informative presentation.

BUFFELGRASS ERADICATION DAY

Mr. Dickerson stated that Pima Association of Governments (PAG) established Saturday,
March 1, 2008, as Buffelgrass Eradication Day. The goal of Buffelgrass Eradication Day is
to remove as much buffelgrass as possible on a single day and to raise awareness of the
threat that this weed poses to our desert environment. Volunteers will dig out the weed and
bag it. The bags will be taken to the landfill.

Buffelgrass is an invasive weed that chokes out desert vegetation and is highly flammable.
For more information, please visit the buffelgrass.org or PAG websites.

STAGE Il VAPOR RECOVERY REPORT

Ms. Kramer reported that the Board of Supervisors voted at their December 18, 2007,
meeting to establish a Stage Il Vapor Recovery Advisory Committee (SVRAC). SVRAC’s
purpose is to evaluate the effectiveness of Stage Il Vapor Control in the management of
benzene and volatile organic compounds (VOC) from gasoline refueling. The Committee is
to submit an interim status report to the Board in March, 2008 and a final report is due in
June, 2008.

Ms. Kramer stated that PDEQ held two public meetings on the issue prior to the December
Board meeting. Those in attendance voiced the following comments:

¢ Pros —those in favor of the benefit to public health and the environment; and

e Cons — those concerned about the high cost to install the equipment.

All appointments to the SVRAC will be approved by the Board of Supervisors.

EQAC requested that they be informed on the SVRAC’s progress. Ms. Kramer will report
back to EQAC on this issue.
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AIR QUALITY FEE RULE PROPOSAL

Mr. Grimaldi reported that the Board of Supervisors adopted the air quality fee increase on
November 20, 2007. The new fees went into effect on December 20, 2007. This was the
first fee increase in 10 years.

PDEQ STAFF REPORT

Environmental Quality Division Report

Ms. Kramer stated that work continues on the sustainability projects. Ms. Kramer is part of
the alternative fuels sustainability team. They are exploring trip reduction strategies, smaller
vehicles and an idling policy.

Solid Waste Division Report
Ms. Kramer reported that capital improvement bond projects for the landfills appear to be
moving toward a possible bond election in 2009.

The tarp rule is now in effect at all County landfills and transfer stations. In addition, a fee of
$20 is being charged at the Catalina Transfer Station to all out-of-county residents.

PDEQ Budget Report

Ms. Kramer stated that funding for Pima County is down due to the economy and a
reduction in funding from the State. In PDEQ, revenue from fees is going down. Staff is
being shifted from one program that might not be covering its costs to another that is
covering costs.

Ms. Kramer explained that the department used to replace outdated computer equipment
every three years. We have moved away from this practice. All non-essential costs are
being cut.

The Fiscal Year budget for 2008/09 is due to County Management in February. We prepare
two separate budgets: one for Environmental Quality Division and one for Solid Waste
Division.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Dr. Caldwell made a call to the public. There was no response.

NEXT MEETING
The next EQAC meeting will be on March 19 2007, at 1:30 p.m. in the large 6" floor
conference room, 130 W. Congress, Tucson.

March Agenda items are:

Sorghum Topic — P. Livingston

Ethanol Fuels Update — Colleen Crowninshield
Stage Il Vapor Recovery Report — Ursula Kramer
PDEQ Budget Report — Ursula Kramer

PDEQ Staff Report — Ursula Kramer

Future agenda items

One meeting devoted to water issues — how Tucson Water makes determination on which
large developments get water such as Westcor, Pima County Water Policy (Kathy Chavez)
One meeting devoted to energy issues — New Solar Center at U of A, etc.



EQAC Summary Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2008

XL ADJOURNMENT
Having completed all meeting agenda items, the Council adjourned.




