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PIMA COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
33 N. Stone Avenue, Suite 700
Tucson, AZ  85701

Summary Minutes – November 17, 2015
Bank of America Building, Conference Room, 7th floor
33 N. Stone, Tucson, AZ
2:30 p.m.

Members Present:						Members Absent:			
Dr. Eric Betterton 						Ms. Corin Marron
Ms. Denise Moreno Ramírez					Ms. Sandi Richey
Mr. Richard W. Murphy					Mr. Daniel G. Rowe
Ms. Kylie Walzak
Dr. Peter Livingston						
Mr. Jeff Yockey
Dr. Paloma Beamer



Others Present:
Ursula Nelson, Director, PDEQ
Richard Grimaldi, Deputy Director, PDEQ
Beth Gorman, Sr. Program Manager, PDEQ
Vicki Bennie, Council Secretary, PDEQ
Susanne Cotty, PAG
Zig Fang, TEP

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
Dr. Betterton, Chair, called the meeting to order after a quorum was established.  
			
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Dr. Betterton led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 16, 2015 MINUTES 
A motion was made by Dr. Livingston, seconded by Mr. Yockey, to approve the minutes as written.  The motion passed unanimously.

IV. EPA FINAL REVISION OF THE OZONE STANDARD
Ursula Nelson, PDEQ Director, spoke about the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) final revision to the ozone and particulate matter air quality standards. The new standard is 70 parts per billion (ppb) and is determined by counting the annual 4th highest daily maximum 8-hour concentration, averaged over three years.  PDEQ looked at Saguaro monitoring location because it has the highest readings. Based upon the readings there, we are at 69 ppb for the last two years.    

	Based upon calculations for the last few years, May seems to be highest month for ozone readings during the year.


	Ms. Nelson’s visual aides are available at the link below:

	EPA Final Revision Ozone Standard Slides.pptx
	
V. OZONE 101 PRESENTATION
Dr. Eric Betterton, U of A and EQAC Chair, talked about ozone: what it is, how it is measured and how the weather patterns affect it.  His presentation is at the link below:  

Urban Ozone Power Point Presentation.pptx

VI. POLLEN, OZONE AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Dr. Michele Manos, Pima County Health Department, provided information about how pollen, ozone and climate change affect public health.  There will be a meeting between County representatives and the University of Arizona to discuss the possibility of a National Allergy Bureau pollen counting site in Tucson.

VII. CLEAN POWER PLAN
Mr. Jeff Yockey of Tucson Electric Power (TEP) and EQAC, talked to the group about EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  His presentation is at the link below:

	EPA Clean Power Point Final Rule 11-17-15 v2.pdf

	There was interest in having this be a standing agenda item to hear updates on this issue.

VIII. STAFF REPORT
Ms. Nelson reported that the Board of Supervisors approved the first phase of the closure for the Tangerine Landfill.  The second phase will go out to bid in the near future.

The Sahuarita Landfill will be closing and will be replaced with a transfer station in its place.  Everything that was accepted at the Sahuarita Landfill will be accepted at the transfer station, which will also be operated by Tucson Recycling and Waste Services, Pima County’s contractor.

IX. CALL TO THE PUBLIC
	Dr. Betterton made a call to the public. There was no response.

X.	NEXT EQAC MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 19, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. There was consensus among those present to move the meeting time up by 30 minutes to 2:00 p.m.  If there is no quorum for the next regular meeting, a doodle poll will be done to search for alternative meeting dates and times.  Agenda items include:
	Pima County Sustainability – Dr. Julie Robinson
Businesses on the Loop – Skye Siegel
Clean Power Plan Update – Jeff Yockey
Staff Report – Ursula Nelson

Future agenda item
Update on Pollen Issues – To be Announced

X.	ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made, and seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.




2

image1.jpeg
o

PIMA COUNTY




