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Riparian 
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Mountain Parks 
 

Pima County • Pima County Regional Flood Control District • Tohono O’odham Nation • U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service • City of Tucson • Town of Marana • Town of Oro Valley • Metropolitan 
Domestic Water District • U. S. Bureau of Land Management • U. S. Forest Service • 
Environmental Protection Agency • Arizona Game and Fish Department • National Park Service  



What will the Section 10 Permit do? 
• Allows development 

where covered species 
are present 

 
• Promotes long-term 

conservation of species 
using certain open space 
lands 
 



Compliance without Section 10 permit 

Simple local process Regional, coordinated 
mitigation 



Section 10 Program  

Number of 
Species 
Covered Permit Area 

Duration  
(years) 

Balcones Canyonlands (TX)  35 500,000 30 

Clark County (NV) 79 728,000 30 

Orange County (CA) 42 208,000 75 

Pima County 44 >1,000,000 30 

San Diego County (CA) 85 582,000 26 





• 2003: Steering 
Committee direction 
and 1st draft MSCP 

• 2004 Bond Election 

• 2010: Application  

• 2012-2013: Public 
comment on 7th draft  

• 2016: FWS decision 
to issue permit 



Up to 36,000 acres of total impact 
 
1. Pima County and District activities on 

non-federal lands (5,000 acres) 
• Incl. RTA-funded projects we administer. 

Includes utility relocations. 
 
2.  Private development in unincorporated 
 County  (31,000 acres) 
 
 
 

Who and What is Covered?  



 
2.  Private development in unincorporated 

 County as authorized by 
 
 a. Single lot grading >14,000 square feet—

no cost, automatic with building permit 
unless you opt-out. 

 
 b. Site construction permits—can opt-in, 

nominal if any fee, fee for service statute 
 

Private coverage is voluntary   





Development Set Asides 



 
 
 

We rely on specific provisions of existing 
regulations, e.g. floodplain ordinance 

 
 
 
 

Minimization Measures 



View from Diamond Bell Ranch 

County-provided mitigation: 
1. ~75,000 acres open space and District land 

2. County stewardship of ranchland (leases) 

3. Developer set-asides already provided 

4. Species enhancements 



 





Sands Ranch 



Six Bar Ranch 



Rancho Seco 



Rancho Seco 



A7 (foreground) 



Clyne Ranch 



Tucson Mountain Park 



Cienega Creek Preserve 



• County Parks and 
Flood Control manage 
the land. 

 
• Ranch agreements 

remain in place. 
 

• Does not change 
hunting rules. 

 
• Mgt. plans are 

required. 



Most mitigation 
lands are not legally 
protected. 
 
Pima County will 
protect County-
owned mitigation 
land and 
appurtenant water 
rights. 

Photo: Terry Hendricks 



Office of Sustainability and Conservation will 
monitor County-managed mitigation lands: 

 
• Species  16 species 
• Habitat such as water and vegetation 
• Threats such as new roads and trash dumps 
• Landscape patterns 
• Compliance monitoring 



Cost to taxpayer 

$500,000 to $1,000,000 new and restored 
funding for management and monitoring. 
 
6,000 acres additional mitigation land may be 
required over 30 year term of the permit. 



Accountability  

1. Annual reporting to USFWS 
2. New Science Advisory Team  
3. Every 10 years, outside peer review and 

re-examination of goals and means 
 
 



Process Going Forward 

• Federal Register notice now 
out: 

 MSCP/EIS 
 Record of Decision 

 Findings 
• Board of Supervisors 
 Implementing Agreement 
 Fee decision for opt-in 

www.pima.gov/mscp  
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